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OHIO ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARDS:

Tenth Grade English Language Arts Standards: 

· Acquisition of Vocabulary

· Students acquire vocabulary through exposure to language-rich situations, such as reading books and other texts and conversing with adults and peers. They use context clues, as well as direct explanations provided by others, to gain new words. They learn to apply word analysis skills to build and extend their own vocabulary. As students progress through the grades, they become more proficient in applying their knowledge of words (origins, parts, relationships, meanings) to acquire specialized vocabulary that aids comprehension.

· Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and

· Self-Monitoring Strategies: Students develop and learn to apply strategies, such as predicting and recalling, that help them to comprehend and interpret informational and literary texts. Reading and learning to read are problem solving processes that require strategies for the reader to make sense of written language and remain engaged with texts. Beginners develop basic concepts about print (e.g., that print holds meaning) and how books work (e.g., text organization).

· As strategic readers, students learn to analyze and evaluate texts to demonstrate their understanding of text. Additionally, students learn to self-monitor their own comprehension by asking and answering questions about the text, self-correcting errors and assessing their own understanding. They apply these strategies effectively to assigned and self-selected texts read in and out of the classroom.

· Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text

· Students gain information from reading for purposes of learning about a subject, doing a job, making decisions and accomplishing a task. Students need to apply the reading process to various types of informational texts, including essays, magazines, newspapers, textbooks, instruction manuals, consumer and workplace documents, reference materials, multimedia and electronic resources. They learn to attend to text features, such as titles, subtitles and visual aids, to make predictions and build text knowledge. They learn to read diagrams, charts, graphs, maps and displays in text as sources of additional information. Students use their knowledge of text structure to organize content information, analyze it and draw inferences from it. Strategic readers learn to recognize arguments, bias, stereotyping and propaganda in informational text sources.

· Reading Applications: Literary Text

· Students enhance their understanding of the human story by reading literary texts that represent a variety of authors, cultures and eras. They learn to apply the reading process to the various genres of literature, including fables, tales, short stories, novels, poetry and drama. They demonstrate their comprehension by describing and discussing the elements of literature (e.g., setting, character and plot), analyzing the author’s use of language (e.g., word choice and figurative language), comparing and contrasting texts, inferring theme and meaning and responding to text in critical and creative ways. Strategic readers learn to explain, analyze and critique literary text to achieve deep understanding.

· Research

· Students define and investigate self-selected or assigned issues, topics and problems. They locate, select and make use of relevant information from a variety of media, reference and technological sources. Students use an appropriate form to communicate their findings.

SPECIFIC TOPIC WITH EXPLANATION:


Commonly, students in tenth grade American Literature at Westerville Central High School study Arthur Miller’s play, The Crucible.  The play offers modern readers layers of difficulty, the most noticeable of which is the New England dialect of the time period.  Beyond that, though, is the troubling notion that people in 17th Century New England believed that they lived in a world that operated very differently than the world that modern readers believe that they inhabit.  Teachers and readers will benefit from resources that explore the various ways that our collective understanding of the world—from folklore, psychology, and sociology to epidemiology and medicine—has changed in the past three-hundred-plus years.

DEWEY CLASSIFICATIONS:

· 133 Parapsychology & occultism

· 345 Criminal law (famous trials in history)

· 398 Folklore

· 809 Literary history & criticism 

· 810 American literature in English

· 812 Drama 

· 814 Essays

· 815 Speeches

· 974 General history of North America Northeastern United States

SUBJECT HEADINGS:

· Witchcraft -- Massachusetts -- Salem -- History -- Sources.  

·  Trials (Witchcraft) -- Massachusetts -- Salem.  

·  Salem (Mass.) -- History -- Sources.  


DESCRIPTION OF PATHFINDER:

Using a collection of resources (such as anthologies, histories, video documentaries, gated databases, INFOhio resources, websites, and podcasts), this pathfinder is a platform to explore various questions related to the causes of the Salem Witch Trials:  What do scholars believe caused the phenomenon?  Specifically, could mass hysteria have been sustained long enough to carry the charges to trial?  Are there similar examples of mass hysteria in human experience—and if so, could such a thing happen in modern society?  Could there have been physical or organic causes to the girls’ distress?  What role do folk beliefs and fervent religiosity play in shaping our perceptions?  What are some of the factors that influence eyewitness accounts?  

CONTENT CATEGORIES:

BOOKS:  NON-FICTION

Aronson, Marc. "Epilogue: Explaining Salem--Frauds, Witches, Hysterics, Hallucinators." Witch-Hunt. New York: Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2003. 207-219.   Presents information for young people on what really happened in Salem,  Massachusetts in 1692 when a group of girls and young women accused certain  people in the village of witchcraft, leading to the executions of innocent men and women. (annotation from Winnebago Spectrum)
Norton, Mary Beth. "Conclusion: New Witch-Land." In the Devil's Snare. New York:  Knopf, 2003. 295-308. Examines the Salem witch trials from seventeenth-century perspective, discussing the people involved, including the accused, the accusers, the confessors, and the judges; the role gossip; and the influence of external factors such as the Indian wars on the Maine frontier. (annotation from Winnebago Spectrum)  

Victor, Jeffrey S. Satanic Panic: The Creation of a Contemporary Legend Chicago: Open Court, 1993. Victor chronicles his investigation of a series of related rumors that spread from New York across the country. The  had several variations, all of which have a common feature: an underground cabal of satanists--comprised of respected members of society--are actively meeting to orgiastically sacrifice children and animals. Victor analyzes the stories, explaining how we know they were driven by panic, fact.

BOOKS:  SHORT WORK IN AN ANTHOLOGY

Alcock, James E. “The Belief Engine” Skeptical Inquirer (May/June 1995): 14-18. Rpt. in Encounters with the Paranormal. Ed. Kendrick Frazier. Amherst, New York: Prometheus, 1998. 155-162.  Using the metaphor of the brain as a “belief engine”, psychiatrist Alcock discusses the various mechanisms that drive the engine: The Learning Unit, The Yearning Unit, the Critical Thinking Unit, The Input Unit, The Emotional Response Unit, The Memory Unit, and The Environmental Feedback Unit.  Commentary considers the power of belief—both positive and limiting—in our lives. 

Connor, John. “Misperception, Folk Belief, and the Occult:  A Cognitive Guide to Understanding.” Skeptical Inquirer (Summer 1984): 344-354. Rpt. in Science Confronts the Paranormal. Ed. Kendrick Frazier. Amherst, New York: Prometheus, 1986. 65-74.  Applying the findings of cognitive psychology to examples and anecdotes from around the world, anthropologist Connor discusses the various ways that human belief sets influence our understanding—or, rather, misunderstanding--of the world around us.  

Hicks, Robert D. “Police Pursuit of Satanic Crime:  The Satanic Conspiracy and Urban Legends” Skeptical Inquirer (Spring 1990): 276-285. Rpt. in Encounters with the Paranormal. Ed. Kendrick Frazier. Amherst, New York: Prometheus, 1998. 348-358.  Discusses the police investigation of several alleged satanic crimes.  The author concludes that the notion that Satanists are operating in a conspiracy—or, indeed, are operating illegally in any organized manner—is the stuff of urban legends.

Morrison, Philip. "On the Causes of Wonderful Things: A Perspective." Science and the Paranormal: Probing the Existence of the Supernatural. Ed. George O. Abell and Barry Singer. New York: Scribner's, 1981. 349-362. Morrison,  physicist and author, describes the scientific work of an early group of scientists, the della Porta, placing it in the context of Pliny, to provide the reader with an glimpse into the science of the 16th Century; along the way, he provides commentary on  science, reason and skeptical thinking have developed since ancient times.

Singer, Barry, and Victor A. Benassi. “Fooling Some of the People All of the Time.” Skeptical Inquirer (Winter 1980-81): 17-24. Rpt. in Science Confronts the Paranormal. Ed. Kendrick Frazier. Amherst, New York: Prometheus, 1986. 57-64.  Psychologists Singer and Benassi use magicians to duplicate so-called “paranormal” activity in front of audiences of college students.  The article includes before and after attifude surveys, and concludes that many people are predisposed through their belief systems to assign supernatural causes to natural phenomenon--even when faced with evidence that trickery is involved.

Shermer, Michael. "The Most Precious Thing We Have:  The Difference Between Science and Psuedoscience." Why People Believe Weird Things: Pseudoscience, Superstition, and Other Confusions of Our Time. New York: Henry Hold, 2002.  24-43. Shermer uses his knowledge of the history of science to offer a working definition of science—and, by contrast, pseudoscience.  The chapter focuses on habits of mind as well as epistemology.

Shermer, Michael. "How Thinking Goes Wrong:  Twenty-five Fallacies that Lead Us to Believe Weird Things."  Why People Believe Weird Things: Pseudoscience, Superstition, and Other Confusions of Our Time. New York: Henry Hold, 2002. 44-61. Shermer provides a listing and exemplification of twenty-five common logical fallacies.

Shermer, Michael. "Epidemics of Accusations: Medieval and Modern Witch Crazes Why People Believe Weird Things: Pseudoscience, Superstition, and Other of Our Time. New York: Henry Hold, 2002. 99-113. This chapter applies the sociological concept of the feedback loop to historical trials in Europe. After establishing the patterns, Shermer applies feedback loop to modern "witch hunts" to explore the phenomena of scapegoating and hysteria.

Stewart, James R. “The West Bank Collective Hysteria Episode” Skeptical Inquirer (Winter 1991): 153-161. Rpt. in Encounters with the Paranormal. Ed. Kendrick Frazier. Amherst, New York: Prometheus, 1998. 155-162.  The article describes three episodes in the West Bank in 1983.  The first episode involved 60 school girls, each complaining of flu-like symptoms.  As rumors spread, more than 1,000 people in several towns reported being made ill.  The author reports there was no diagnosable physical illness--and no discernible physical cause for the “illnesses”—and all episodes are consistent with mass hysteria.

Wiseman, Richard, Matthew Smith and Jeff Wiseman. “Eyewitness Testimony and the Paranormal” Skeptical Inquirer (November/December 1995): 29-32. Rpt. in Encounters with the Paranormal. Ed. Kendrick Frazier. Amherst, New York: Prometheus, 1998195-200.  Article discusses the factors that influence the reliability of eyewitness testimony, with particular application to so-called paranormal events.

Gated Database Resources – Thompson Gale Student Center Gold
"Salem's dark hour: Did the devil make them do it?” Watson, Bruce Smithsonian April 1992 v23 n1 p116(14). Gale Research, 1997-1998. Student Resource Center. Thomson Gale.  3 June 2007.  The year 1692 was a time of horror in Salem, MA. Twenty people, mostly women, were executed for witchcraft as a group of 'possessed' girls pointed them out to the judges. To this day, no one can say what caused this outbreak of mass hysteria in the town. (annotation by Gale)
INFOhio Electronic Resources

Jacob, Margaret C.  “Probability and Certainty in Seventeenth-Century England (Book Review).”  American Historical Review 89.3 (Jun. 1984):  762-764  MasterFILE Premier. INFOhio.

<http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=f5h&AN=5602648&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost-live>  Westerville Central High School Library. 3 June 2007. Reviews the book 'Probability and Certainty in Seventeenth-Century England: A Study of the Relationships Between Natural Science, Religion, History, Law and Literature,' by Barbara J. Shapiro. [annotation by service]
Keyworth, G. David.  “Was the Vampire of the Eighteenth Century a Unique Type of Undead-corpse?”  Folklore 117.3 (Dec. 2006):  241-260  Academic Search Premier. INFOhio.

<http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=22908905&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost-live>  Westerville Central High School Library. 3 June 2007.  In his Treatise on Vampires and Revenants (1746), Calmet argued that although Western Europe may have witnessed troublesome revenants in the past, the vampires of Eastern Europe were a unique type of undead-corpse. In this paper, I examine the characteristic features of the various types of undead-corpse that supposedly existed in Europe from the medieval period to the Enlightenment, so too the revenants of nineteenth-century New England. I argue that, unlike other types of undead-corpse, the distinguishing feature of eighteenth-century vampires was their apparent thirst for blood. [annotation by author]
Mixon, Franklin G. "Weather and the Salem Witch Trials." Journal of Economic Perspectives 19.1 (Winter 2005): 241-242. Encyclopaedia Britannica Online—School Edition. INFOhio. <http://school.eb.com/eb/magazine/article?query=salem+witch+trials&minGrade=10&maxGrade=12&id=10>  Westerville Central High School Library. 3 June 2007. Argues that the events of 1693 Salem can best be understood through an analysis of the structure of the town's economy as well as of the personal politics of the town's power-brokers.
Shapiro, Laura “The Lesson of Salem” EBSCOhost. 21 MAY, 2007.  Newsweek; 8/31/92, Vol. 120 Issue 9, p64, 4p, 2c Vocational and Career Collection http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=voh&AN=9208311300&site=src-live>.  States that after 300 years, people are still fascinated by the notorious Puritan witch hunts which took place in Salem, Massachusetts. Assertion that maybe this fascination prevails because history has kept repeating itself; Overview of the history of the trials; How the trials were stopped; Implications for modern society. (annotation by service)

“Witch Madness” Current Events.  100.8 (10/27/2000): p2A, 4p, 4c.  Academic Search Premier.  INFOhio.  <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=3735823&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost-live>  Westerville Central High School Library. 3 June 2007.  Presents an overview of the Witch Trials which took place in 1692 in Salem, Massachusetts. Level to which mental illness was understood at that time; Possible reason why the hysteria began including a possible widespread fungal infection.

Woolf, Alan. "Witchraft or Mycotoxin?  The Salem Witch Trials." Journal of Toxicology 38.4 (June 2000): 457-460. Academic Search Premier. INFOhio. <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=7430216&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost-live>  Westerville Central High School Library. 3 June 2007. Describes the circumstances behind the ergot poisoning theory which led to the Salem witchcraft trials of 1692. Reason behind the witchcraft hysteria; Favorable growing conditions for ergot; Characteristics of gangrenous ergot poisoning; Symptoms associated with convulsive ergotism; Arguments for ergotism as the cause of the Salem affair.  (annotation provided by service).
MEDIA (DVD and Videocassette)

Blumenstein, Rob. Salem Witch Trials. DVD standard format. [New York]: History Channel, [2005, 1998].   Presents an account of the events of 1693 when the village of Salem, Massachusetts, in the grip of superstitious hysteria fueled by the accusations of several young girls, began putting people on trial for witchcraft, leading to the executions of twenty men and women.  

Tarutis, Robert J. Days of Judgment: The Salem Witch Trials of 1692. Videocassette. Peabody Essex Museum. This 59-minute instuctional video is divided into sections to correlate with teacher curriculum packet available through the Peabody Essex Museum's website.
MUSEUM
Peabody Essex Museum, Phillips Library (Rare Books and Manuscripts Collection). The Phillips Library, part of the Peabody Essex Museum, has extensive holdings in genealogy, maritime history, and New England history, including original court documents from the 1692 Salem witchcraft trials.  [http://www.pem.org/collections/rare_books.php].  

The Museum’s education site offers curriculum connections, including the Days of Judgment curriculum designed for secondary students (description from museum web site): [http://www.pem.org/visit/ed_curriculum.php].

This series includes nine interdisciplinary lessons for students in grades six through,  developed by teachers and the Peabody Essex Museum to explore the Salem witch trials of 1692.  This curriculum can help a class to prepare for a visit to the museum or be used as follow-up after the class trip. Those unable to come to the museum use these materials to augment regular classroom studies.  Of particular interest for this pathfinder are Theme Packets III and IV.

Table of Contents for interdisciplinary lessons (description from web site):
THEME PACKET III: Folk Belief/Magic 

               Two lessons that define magic in both a 17th-century and a 20th-century context, and relate colonial burial traditions to contemporary commemorations of individual lives. 

THEME PACKET IV: Critical Thinking 

               Two lesson plans that apply a principle of sociology to the Salem Witch Trials as well as students' worlds, and compare the roles of women in Puritan society to those of late 20th-century women. 
PODCAST

“Special Halloween Edition: The Vampires of New England .” Sixty Second Science. 2006. Rec. 26 Oct. 2006. Scientific American, 2006. Scientific American Podcasts. Scientific American. 1 June 2007.  <http://http://www.sciam.com/‌podcast/‌index.cfm?e_type=D>. As recently as the 1890s, some New Englanders believed that their dead relatives were vampires, feeding on the living. And, in fact, the dead could look better when exhumed than they did while still alive. Now we know why. [http://users.net1plus.com/‌vyrdolak/‌NEFolkbelief.htm]. (annotation by Scientific American)

Website

Bartholomew, Robert E. "The Martian Panic Sixty Years Later: What Have We  Learned?" Skeptical Inquirer magazine. May 2007. CSICOP. 5 June 2007  <http://www.csicop.org/si/9811/martian.html>. The `War of the Worlds'  panic happened sixty years ago, but its lessons are as relevant today as  back then. (annotation by Skeptical Inquirer)

Bartholomew, Robert E., and Erich Goode. "Mass Delusions: Highlights from the Past Millennium." Skeptical Inquirer magazine. May 2007. CSICOP. 5 June 2007 <http://www.csicop.org/si/2000-05/delusions.html>. Over the past millennium, mass delusions and hysterical outbreaks have taken many forms. Sociologists Robert Bartholomew and Erich Goode survey some of the more colorful cases. (annotation by Skeptical Inquirer)
