ARTIST’S PROFILE STUDIO PROJECT: GATHERING BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON PORTRAITURE AND STYLE

NAME: Mary K. Rosner

SCHOOL: St. Brendan Elementary

WORKSHOP LOCATION: April 25 at Columbus Museum of Art

TITLE OF COMPANION ACTION PLANS:

GRADE LEVEL(S): 5

CURRICULUM/SUBJECT AREA: Visual Art 

SPECIFIC TOPIC: Portrait and Style
This pathfinder is to prepare our fifth graders for an art studio project. The studio project is part of an integrated study for the artist research project Judy Jones does with fifth graders. In art class they will create a tableau of their artist in miniature in the act of making their art. As part of their preparation for the research students will do for both their written work and their studio project, I want to give students direction in understanding artworks. In addition, I hope students will see the parallels between their writing process and the art making process:  In what ways can a portrait be a kind of biography? What evidence do they see that both writers and visual artists research their subjects?
Dewey Numbers

Art 700

Art Appreciation 701

Art-History 709.38

Artists 700.92; 709.2; B; 92

Portraits 704.9

Websites

Teacher research sites:

http://www.nga.gov/home.htm.Follow Online Tours to Exploring Themes in American Art to Portraiture. This site gives you portraiture from early colonial times to contemporary work so the student can see a progression of style. Background information is given on each featured work and artist as well as an overview of portraiture.
http://www.nga.gov/home.htm. Follow Education to Teaching Resources To NGA Classroom to Self Portraits to Who Am I? The site uses four artists to explore questions behind portraiture and gives students activities, lesson plans, and printable worksheets. The lessons connect writing with art studio activities.
http://www.moma.org/modernteachers/ Go to Lesson to Themes to Portraiture. The site provides guides for the teacher in getting students to consider costume, gesture, expression, pose and background.
http://www.metmuseum.org/home.asp Go to Explore & Learn for Interactive games for students or Go to Timeline of Art History to look at their artist’s time period.  

http://www.getty.edu/museum/ Go to Teacher Programs & Resources to Search Lesson Plans; put in grade level and choose Visual Art, then Search. I chose the following lessons.
http://www.getty.edu/education/for_teachers/trippack/activity_pre_bodylanugage.html Body language uses the Migrant Mother photograph by Dorothea Lange as a starting point for a series of questions which gets students to follow clues in artworks to extract meanings.
http://www.getty.edu/education/for_teachers/trippack/activity_post_personalportraits.html Building on the body language lesson, it gets students thinking about what makes a portrait, the difference between a formal and candid portrait, how social standing effects portraiture and what kinds of things they will consider in creating their own portrait.
http://www.eskeletons.org/  Type in human and use the skeleton as a handout in creating the armature for their figure sculpture of their artist. 
Student research sites:

http://www.artteacherconnection.com/pages/ffamousartists.htm This site specializes in links to favorite sites for kids that let them research their artist or experience a museum online.
http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/
Students can visit The Webmuseum where they can use an index to access information about their artist.
http://www.usborne-quicklinks.com/usa/usa_entity_pages/usa_select_page.asp?lvl=1&id=2098 This site accompanies The Usborne Chilren’s Art Book and lets them follow along with each page in depth.
http://www.sanford-artedventures.com/index.html Go to Study art and explore elements, concepts, media, style or artist. The site is kid friendly.
http://www.guggenheim.org/new_york_index.shtml Go to Collection and choose a method of searching art including: artist, movement, and title. Students will be able to get a description of style or look at more pictures close up of their artist’s work. 

http://www.americanart.si.edu/index3.cfm Go to Schools & Scholars to Interactives to Meet Me at Midnight. Students get to take an online tour of the Smithsonian guided by the Root Monster ( a folk art piece) leads them through art concepts to increase their understanding of art.

http://dept.kent.edu/museum/
 Go to Dictionary of Costume. Students will have to consider costume in the sculpture of their artist. It lets them look at the styles of the different time periods.

Books and Audio-Visual Items
Teacher resources to prompt discussions on portraiture and style:

Freeman, Julian. Art – A Crash Course. New York: The Ivy Press Limited, 1998. This is a chronology of style with a band of historical information on concurrent events located at the top of the pages. It includes a helpful pronunciation guide to the featured artists’ names. A good resource for teachers.

Greenberg, Jan and Jordan, Sandra. Chuck Close: Up Close. New York:  DK Publishing, 1998. This book is great at Explaining the artistic process, the development of a personal style, questions about artists copying other artists, a chapter on “What is a portrait? And a glossary.  It is also available in video.

Grimshaw, Caroline. Connections! Art. Hong Kong: World Book, Inc, 1996
In a short sound byte type format, this reference book is organized in 3 major parts: looking at art, making art, and how art impacts us. It has a page summarizing styles and a definition of style. It breaks down the decision making process of an artist into different categories.

Raczka, Bob. 3-D ABC: a Sculptural Alphabet. Brookfield, Connecticut: Millbrook Press, Inc., 2007. This book gives an overview on the many styles of 20th century sculpture while examining issues of function, media, and terminology.

Raczka, Bob. No One Saw: Ordinary Things Through the Eyes of an Artist. Brookfield, Connecticut: The Millbrook Press, Inc., 2002. A book that takes on subject matter and how an artist transforms the way others sees ordinary things. It would make a good prompt for how style develops to convey a point of view. 

Raczka, Bob. Unlikely Pairs: Fun with famous works of art. Minneapolis: Millbrook Press, 2006. Students will be challenged to make connections about the ideas behind works of art with vastly different styles.

Roalf, Peggy. Looking at Paintings: Self Portraits. New York: Hyperion Books for Children, 1993. The book examines the self portrait through the work of nineteen artists of different approaches. Its connecting theme is what each portrait reveals about the artist. The book includes a glossary.

Scieszka, Jon and Smith, Lane. Seen Art? The Museum of Modern Art, New York: Viking, 2005. An illustrated story of a misunderstood man looking for Art, and being directed through the Museum of Modern Art where he encounters the breadth of what constitutes art through different media, styles, and themes. It has excellent descriptive language and helps students see the breadth of what constitutes art.

Sousa, Jean. Faces, places and inner spaces. New York: Abrams Books for Young Readers, 2006. The first section on faces covers important themes, subjects, and styles of portraiture through the work of nine artists and their portrait works. It includes a glossary for students.
Who Is the Artist? 2001. Crystal Productions. Glenview, IL A series of four videos leads students to an understanding of style and shows how artists have signature styles even within a historical Style such as Post-Impressionism.

Student resources for researching their artist:

Dickens, Rosie. The Usborne Introduction to Art. New York: Scholastic Inc. Divides art periods chronologically as Medieval, Renaissance, Baroque, Revolutions, and Modern Age with descriptions of major movements and themes for each. Includes a timeline, about the artists pages and a glossary

Muhlberger, Richard. What Makes a Leonardo a Leonardo? From The Metropolitan Museum of Art series, New York: Viking Press, 1994.A series of books that trains students to identify distinguishing characteristics of an artist’s style.

Raimondo, Joyce. Picture This!  New York: Watson-Guptill Publications, 2004. This book is part of a series that explores Impressionism and Post-Impressionism, Surrealism and Expressionism. It poses questions about famous artworks in that style. It gives biographies of the artists, explanations of style and suggested studio projects. 

Venezia, Mike. Getting to Know the World’s Greatest Artists, Chicago, IL: Children’s Press, 1892.Artists biographies that explain each artist’s style in a kid friendly format. 

