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Benchmark B:  Explain how individual rights are relative, not absolute, and describe the balance between individual rights, the rights of others, and the common good.

Rights and Responsibilities

3. Explain the considerations and criteria commonly used in determining what limits should be placed on specific

rights including:

f. Equal opportunity.

Benchmark A:  Analyze ways people achieve governmental changes, including political action, social protest, and revolution.
Participation 

1. Describe the ways in which government policy has been shaped and set by the influence of political parties, interest

groups, lobbyists, the media and public opinion with emphasis on:

a. Extension of suffrage;

b. Labor legislation;

c. Civil rights legislation;

d. Military policy;

e. Environmental legislation;

f. Business regulation;
SPECIFIC TOPIC: War Years to 1950’s
CONTENT CATEGORIES:
Museum Websites for Students:
1. National Museum of Women in the Arts
      http://www.nmwa.org/about/

a. It has special links for students about volunteer and intern opportunities.  Other programs they offer to students include music, films, and family and teen programs.

2. United States Army Women’s Museum (Fort Lee, VA) 

      http://www.awm.lee.army.mil/
a. Kids can download and print activity pages from their website and then use these to coincide with an educational activity book available at the museum.

      3.   Museum of Menstruation and Women’s Health

            http://www.mum.org/
Museum Websites for Teachers:

1. The Women’s Museum (Dallas, TX) http://www.thewomensmuseum.org/womens_museum/education/EDU_sp_main.asp
a. The nation’s first and only comprehensive women’s history museum.  Their educational programs meet national standards in education.  They offer online scavenger hunts for students, lesson plans for teachers, and field trips.

2. National Women’s History Museum (Alexandria, VA) 

      http://www.nwhm.org/education-resources/resources/educational-resources/
a. This specific links gives teachers access to quizzes, timelines, lesson plans, quotes, biographies, and other Women’s History links.
3. National Museum of Women in the Arts (New York, New York) 

      http://www.nmwa.org/about/

a. It has special links for educators about specific resources they offer.  Different links include workshops, newsletters, slides and videos, and more.

Books (Fiction or Non-Fiction):

1. The Fifties: A Women’s Oral History, by Brett Harvey
a. This book, published in 1993, speaks of the real 1950’s woman, not the perfect Leave it to Beaver housewife.  It gives personal accounts from women who lived in this decade and did not conform to the roles expected out of them in society.  It gives stories on the emergence of sex in a young lady’s life, motherhood, college, rejection from society, and more.  It’s a great collection of women’s daily life and the transition that came from it and molded our daily lives today.

2. A History of Women in America, by Carol Hymowitz and Michaele Weissman

3. Wife Dressing - The Fine Art Of Being A Well-Dressed Wife, by Anne Fogarty
a. Written in the 1950’s this book tells women how to dres appropriately to their role s the American housewife.
4. Sex Discrimination in the Workplace, by Kenneth Lawrence and Katharine A Klos
5. Women in the Workplace: Effects on Families, by Kathryn M Borman, Daisy Quarm, and Sarah Gideonse
a. Written in 1984 this book talks about the impact of women’s employment on men’s and women’s traditional responsibilities in the 1950’s.

6. Celebrating Women’s History, edited by Mary Ellen Snodgrass (copyright 1996)

7. The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Women’s History, by Sonia Weiss and Lorna Biddle Rinear (copyright 2002)
Reference and/or Professional Resources:

1. How to be a Good Housewife, excerpt from a Home Economics High School Text Book in 1954
a. http://jade.ccccd.edu/grooms/goodwife.htm
2. Housekeeping Monthly, 13 May 1955 

      http://www.retro-housewife.com/good-wife-guidelines.html
a. The Good Wife’s Guide was actually published in this issue reminding women how to please their husbands, and why they want to.

3. Times Online, “One Day as a Perfect 1950’s Wife”

a. http://women.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/women/families/article3510810.ece
4. Swanson TV Dinner Ad

a. http://www.swansonmeals.com/print_ads/4.jpg
5. The Television Kitchen Advertisement

a. http://pzrservices.typepad.com/.a/6a00d83451ccbc69e20133ec99c799970b-pi
      6.   Images of the 1950’s Housewife

             http://www.google.com/images?hl=en&q=1950%27s+housewife&um=1&ie=UTF-8&source=univ&ei=uU7nS_-INYKKlwfN7vycAw&sa=X&oi=image_result_group&ct=title&resnum=1&ved=0CCsQsAQwAA

      a.   Ads and images from the 1950’s that portray the life of the woman in the home.

INFOhio Electronic Resources:

1. Discovering Women’s History Online http://library.mtsu.edu/digitalprojects/womenshistory_time.php
a. This website has a collection of 100’s of primary resources including diary entries, artifacts, speeches, clippings, portraits, and more.  This specific link is concentrated on the 1950’s, but other decades can be researched as well.

2. Retro Housewife 

      http://www.retro-housewife.com/

3. Barbie’s Beginnings
a. A really informative website about the creation of Barbie (1959).  Students can use this as a tool to compare what the 1950’s suburban housewife was supposed to look like (figure, dress, make-up, and more).

      4.   A Woman’s Role in the 1950’s

            http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/13216/a_womans_role_in_the_1950s.html?cat=38
                  a.   An article published in 2005 which speaks of how women were repressed and constricted   

                        during the decade of the 1950’s.

      5.   The Women’s Movement
             http://www.angelfire.com/ca/HistoryGals/Wesley.html
      6.   A History of American Journalism

            http://ehub.journalism.ku.edu/history/1950/1950.html
      7.   The National Archives
             http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/twww/
                   a.   A specific featured exhibit called “The Way We Worked.”  A great view on how the role of  

                         women in the workplace have changed over the years.

      8.   What Did You Do in the War Grandma?

             http://www.stg.brown.edu/projects/WWII_Women/tocCS.html
Media Resources:

1. Leave it to Beaver episodes (you can also watch episodes at www.leaveittobeaver.org)
a. A great look into the joys of middle class life in suburban 1950’s America.  A sitcom that ignores significant social issues of the time, but brings light to the “joys” of motherhood and the stay at home wife.  Individual episodes encounter “typical” family problems which can only be solved if everyone in the family conforms to the roles that are expected of them.  A huge hit in the 1950’s!

2. Good Work, Sister 

a. Interviews with women who worked in the shipyards in Seattle during WWII.  A study guide is also available with the video and can be found at nwhp@aol.com.  The video is about 20 minutes in length. 

3.  A 1950’s Housewife, 
a. youtube video,  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8t5n9sbg_U
