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Grade 7 Social Studies

Ohio Academic Content Standards:  History, D6: Describe the importance of West African empires of Ghana, Mali and Songhay including:  a) trade routes, b) products, c) the spread of the Arabic language, d) the spread of Islam

Specific Topic: The ancient kingdoms of Ghana, Mali and Songhay

CONTENT INFORMATION: Students will work to gather information about the ancient kingdoms of West Africa.  They will look specifically at artifacts from the region as well as the importance of gold, salt and the spread of Islam.

Books

Koslow, Philip. Ancient Ghana: The Land of Gold (Kingdoms of Africa.  Chelsea House Publications. 1995. 

Learn about the ancient kingdom of Ghana, and how the spread of Islam and the availability of gold changed the region forever.  

Pancella, Peggy. Mansa Musa: Ruler of Ancient Mali. Heinemann. 2003.

Mansa Musa was one of the most significant rulers of Ancient Mali; read about his life and impact on Malian society.

Levtzion, Nehemia.  Ancient Ghana and Mali. New York.  Africana Pub. Co. 1980.

Learn about the rise and fall of these ancient kingdoms.

Armentrout, David and Patricia.  Ghana, Mali, Songhay. Vero Beach, Fla. : Rourke Pub. 2004.

Looks at the salt-gold trade and the transitions between the Ghana, Mali and Songhay empires.  Also covers major leaders of the eras.

Conrad, David C.  Empires of medieval West Africa : Ghana, Mali, and Songhay. New York : Facts On File. 2005.

Exmines the region and its peoples over 700 years.

Museum Sites

“Views from Africa” Explore/Online Tours.  The British Museum.  25 April 2008. http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/online_tours/africa/views_from_africa/views_from_africa.aspx  

View African artifacts that display evidence of European interaction with Western Africa.  Note the role of salt and gold.

Department of Arts of Africa, Oceania, and the Americas. "The Trans-Saharan Gold Trade (7th–14th century)". In Timeline of Art History. New York: The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2000–. October 2000.  23 April 2008.  http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/gold/hd_gold.htm  

Learn why the ruler of the Mali empire didn’t encourage the spread of Islam in the area and how it relates to trade, especially gold.  Also learn about the impact of Mansa Musa’s pilgrimage to Mecca.
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“Mali Empire and Djenne Figures.”  The National Museum of African Art.  The Smithsonian Institution.  20 April 2008. http://africa.si.edu/exhibits/resources/mali/index.htm# 

Provides an overview of the Mali Empire, a timeline, information of oral traditions, architecture, and the kingdoms.

“The Uses of African Art: Currency.”  The National Museum of African Art. The Smithsonian Institution.  20 April 2008. http://africa.si.edu/collections/usepg.asp 
Explore the many examples of weights used to measure gold dust for trade. 

[image: image2..pict]“The Art of Ancient Mali.” The Virginia Museum of Fine Arts.  2007.  24 April 2008. http://www.vmfa.state.va.us/mali_geo_hist.html 

Several great links including geography, a timeline, art and educational resources.  

“Trading Gold for Salt.”  What is Currency?  Lessons from Historic Africa.  The Smithsonian Center for Education and Museum Studies. 20 April 2008. http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/lesson_plans/currency/essay2.html 

Beginning here and following the links at the bottom of the page, learn the importance of salt, gold and trade to ancient Mali and Ghana. 

Websites

Salloum, Habeeb. Mansa Musa, An African Builder.  African Events.  26 Feb 2008.  05 May 2008. http://www.africanevents.com/Essay-Habeeb-MansaMusa.htm.  

A summary of the reign of Mansa Musa.

Dowling, Mike, "Mr. Dowling's African History Page." African History.  2 April 2006.  05 May 2008. http://www.mrdowling.com/609ancafr.html 

A concise explanation of the great oral tradition in West Africa.

“Kings and Queens of Africa.”  05 May 2008. http://www.mrrudy.com/kingsandqueens.htm#TOP 

Brief biographies of many famous ancient African leaders.

[image: image3.png]Save Our
HISTORY™



“Timbuktu, Mali: Intellectual and Spiritual Capital.”  World’s Most Endangered Sites.  The History Channel.  UNESCO. 2006. 30 April 2008. http://www.history.com/classroom/unesco/timbuktu.html 

Explains the significance of Timbuktu as an intellectual and economic hub of ancient Mali.  Be sure to check all the pages at this site.

Al-Bakri. “Kingdom of Ghana.”  African Studies Center.  Boston University, Primary Source Documents.  10 May 2008. http://www.bu.edu/africa/outreach/materials/handouts/k_o_ghana.html 
“The following description of the Kingdom of Ghana was written by Al-Bakri, a member of a prominent Spanish Arab family who lived during the 11th century.”

Insoll, Timothy A.  “Trade and Empire: The Road to Timbuktu.” Archaeological Institute of America.  53:6 Nov/Dec. 2000.  28 April 2008. http://www.archaeology.org/0011/abstracts/timbuktu.html 

This abstract discusses the caravans that traveled to and from Timbuktu in ancient Mali.

Masterson, Aisha R.  “Mansa Musa, King of Mali:The Hajj That Changed the Course of History.”  Islam Online, Art Culture Archive.  2008.  02 May 2008. http://www.islamonline.net/english/ArtCulture/2005/12/article12.shtml 

Discusses the hajj of Mansa Musa and how it changed the course of history.


“Collapse: Mali and Ghana.”  Collapse: Why Do Civilizations Fall?  2008 Annenberg Media.  20 April 2008. http://www.learner.org/interactives/collapse/mali.html 

Describes the rise and fall of Mali and Ghana, as well as the significance of Timbuktu.

Online Image Resources

Cohen, Kathleen.  “Gold dust box. AKAN Anonymous.”  WorldImages Kiosk.  California State University.  18 April 2008.  10 May 2008. http://worldimages.sjsu.edu/Obj20493?sid=22880&x=1432376&port=56 

View one of the ornate boxes used to hold gold dust during trade.  This is very significant to Ancient Mali.

Cohen, Kathleen.  “Salt Transport.”  WorldImages Kiosk.  California State University.  18 April 2008.  10 May 2008. http://worldimages.sjsu.edu/Obj45919?sid=22880&x=1430553&port=1382 

Shows workers lifting slabs of salt to prepare for trade, ancient practices in modern time.

Cohen, Kathleen.  “Salt Trader.”  WorldImages Kiosk.  California State University.  18 April 2008.  10 May 2008. http://worldimages.sjsu.edu/Obj45884?sid=22880&x=1430541&port=1382
The image of a salt trader as he appears in modern time.

Cohen, Kathleen.  “Tuareg man leading camels. Jabal Akakus.”  WorldImages Kiosk.  California State University.  18 April 2008.  10 May 2008. http://worldimages.sjsu.edu/Obj68275?sid=22880&x=1430534&port=1382
Modern day image of a camel caravan used for trading in the desert.


“Ideal Figures.” The Walt Disney Tishman African Art Collection. The National Museum of African Art. The Smithsonian Institution.  20 April 2008. http://africa.si.edu/exhibits/africanvision/index2.html 
525 artifacts from Africa, donated by Walt Disney Corporation to the Smithsonian.

INFOhio Resources

Templet, Tanua. “Griots: Guardians of the Past.” Crinkles July-Aug. 2005: 30+. SIRS Discoverer. INFOhio. INFOhio, Ohio. 11 May 2008 http://www.infohio.org
 Tells of the storytelling techniques used in ancient West Africa.

Hambleton, Vicki. “The Great Pilgrimage to Mecca.” Footsteps Sept.-Oct. 1999: 14-15. SIRS Discoverer. INFOhio. INFOhio, Ohio. 11 May 2008  http://www.infohio.org 

Tells of the hajj and how Mansa Musa centered all of Mali around the importance of Islam.

