WAX MUSEUM

NAME:  Carrie M. Sines

SCHOOL/CITY:  Liberty Center Middle School, Liberty Center

WORKSHOP LOCATION:  Toledo Zoo

GRADE LEVEL:  6th Grade

SUBJECT AREA: Language Arts (A great interdisciplinary project!)  Biographies

OHIO ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARDS:

Almost all Grade 6 Language Arts Standards.  Focus on Research, Reading Applications: Informational Text, Writing Applications, and Communication:  Oral and Visual

CONTENT INFORMATION:  Students will choose their favorite subject area (divide students as equally as possible) and choose an important person within that subject.  Example- Science: inventors, engineers.  Language Arts: authors, poets.  Students will then conduct research, write three descriptive paragraphs, and give a short presentation (including a costume and a prop) about their person for our Wax Museum.  We hold a “6th Grade Wax Museum” with different rooms of the museum for each subject area.  Younger grade levels and parents are invited to tour our museum.  

INFOHIO ELECTRONIC RESOURCES
netTrekker
      Use this resource first to complete a person search for your appropriate occupation/profession.

Britannica School Edition
      Search all three encyclopedias for good information.

American National Biography 
      Excellent for famous Americans who are no longer living.

SIRS Discoverer
      Click on Biographies to find magazine articles about famous people.

Grolier Encyclopedias
      Americana Encyclopedia, New Book of Knowledge and Grolier Multimedia encyclopedias can all be searched  at once using the "Find It Fast" box.

InfoTrac
      Includes biographical information along with magazine and newspaper articles about famous people.

MUESEUM WEBSITES

Making the Modern World
Lists people and inventions along with a timeline.  (Science exhibit)

Dictionary of Costumes
Dictionary of costume could be used to help students get ideas for appropriate costumes.

Neil Armstrong Air and Space Museum
Located in Ohio.  Can be used as a sample or for people researching Neil Armstrong.

Thomas Edison
Research available for Thomas Edison and his birthplace.

Rutherford B. Hayes Presidental Center
Presidential center useful for research covering Rutherford B. Hayes.  Gives ideas for other people appropriate for the Wax Museum.  

Smithsonian Museum
Use the search field to search for information on people.

Math Museum
Gives ideas for mathematicians to include in the Math exhibit of the Wax Museum.

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame
If you choose to allow students to include the Fine Arts/music in your Wax Museum, this would is a great resource!

ADDITIONAL WEBSITES

Multnomah County Library Homework Center
 Provides links to many websites that contain biographical information.

Achievement Academy 
 This site presents leaders, thinkers, and pioneers who have shaped our world.

National Portrait Gallery
National Portrait Gallery- used to find pictures of people for name-tags.  

Hollywood Wax Museum
Actual Wax Museum located in Hollywood.  Present site to students while explaining a wax museum at the beginning of the project.

Biographies
Use the search tool to search over 30,000 + biographies for presidents, athletes, authors, etc.

Author Biographies
This site offers author biographies that can be searched by name of authors.  Great for the Language Arts exhibits in the Wax Museum.

BOOKS

Students should be using biographies to help them learn more about the person they are portraying at the Wax Museum.  The list below is a sample of some of the books available at our school library. 

	
	** How to visit a museum / by David Finn. Finn, David, 1921- 

Liberty Center High School Library - Nonfiction Collection
708 FIN 



	
	** Eli Whitney : the cotton gin and American manufacturing / Regan A. Huff. Huff, Regan A. 

Liberty Center High School Library - Biography Collection
BIO WHI 


	
	

	
	** Alexander Graham Bell : father of modern communication / Michael Pollard. Pollard, Michael, 1931- 

Liberty Center High School Library - Biography Collection
BIO BEL 


	
	

	
	** Thomas Jefferson / Carol H. Behrman ; in consultation with Martha Cosgrove. Behrman, Carol H. 

Liberty Center High School Library - Biography Collection
BIO JEF 


	
	


** George W. Bush / Herón Márquez. Márquez, Herón. 

	
	Liberty Center High School Library - Biography Collection

	
	

	
	** Walt Whitman / by Catherine Reef. Reef, Catherine. 

Liberty Center High School Library - Biography Collection
BIO WHI 



WORKSHEET LINKS  

      Research Project
Gives project requirements and descriptions.  Task definitions aligned with the Library Standards.


      Fact Sheet
Fact sheet students fill out while conducting their research.  These are just suggestions as to the type of information students need to find for their presentations.  

