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History: 
Benchmark F: Identify major historical patterns in the domestic affairs of the United States during the 20th century and explain their significance.
 
20th Century Conflict 	
14. Analyze the origins, major developments, controversies and consequences of the civil rights movement with emphasis on:
a. Brown v. Board of Education;
b. Changes in goals and tactics of leading civil rights advocates and organizations;
c. The linkages between the civil rights movement and movements to gain justice for other minority groups.

People in Societies: 
Benchmark A: Analyze the influence of different cultural perspectives on the actions of groups.

Culture
	1. Describe how the perspectives of cultural groups helped to create political action groups such as:
a. The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP); 

Interaction 
3. Explain how Jim Crow laws legalized discrimination based on race.

4. Analyze the struggle for racial and gender equality and its impact on the changing status of minorities since the late 19th century.

Government:
Benchmark A: Analyze the evolution of the Constitution through post-Reconstruction amendments and Supreme Court decisions.

Rules and Laws 
1. Examine the U.S. Constitution as a living document by analyzing its evolution through amendments and Supreme Court decisions including:

Citizenship Rights & Responsibilities:
Benchmark A: Analyze ways people achieve governmental change, including political action, social protest and revolution.

Participation
1. Describe the ways in which government policy has been shaped and set by the influence of political parties, interest groups, lobbyists, the media and public opinion with emphasis on:
a. Civil rights legislation;

2. Explain how civil disobedience differs from other forms of dissent and evaluate its application and consequences including:
a. Civil rights movement of the 1960s; 

Benchmark B: Explain how individual rights are relative, not absolute, and describe the balance between individual rights, the rights of others, and the common good.

Rights & Responsibilities
4. Analyze instances in which the rights of individuals were restricted including:
a. African-Americans during the civil rights movement.


SPECIFIC TOPIC: Voting Rights Act of 1965

DESCRIPTION OF PATHFINDER

	This pathfinder includes resources for an educator to use for the planning of a unit on the African-American Civil Rights Movement in the U.S. particularly the fight for their right to vote.


CONTENT CATEGORIES

Museum Resources

Birmingham Civil Rights Institute: The museum website has resource gallery and curriculum guide for educators and students. http://www.bcri.org/education_programs/index.html

The Jim Crow Museum – Ferris State University:  The museum and website offer a collection of images and memorabilia from the Jim Crow area with clear explanations of how each image or object reflects the discriminatory nature of a Jim Crow society.
	http://www.ferris.edu/news/jimcrow/menu.htm

Smithsonian Encyclopedia: This site provides a collection of resources in which to select from for voting rights. http://www.si.edu/Encyclopedia_SI/history_and_culture/AfricanAmerican_History.htm


Professional Sources or Resources

ACLU – Extending the Voting Rights Act.  Provides resources and arguments for why Act should be extended and incorporate more protections for minority rights. http://www.aclu.org/voting-rights/case-extending-and-amending-voting-rights-act-table-contents
Brown v. Board: Five Communities That Changed America: Lesson plan by the National Park Service’s project ‘Teaching with Historic Places.’ http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/121brown/index.htm
Martin Luther King: ‘I Have a Dream’ Transcript: Resource site with entirety of King’s speech
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.htm
National Voting Rights Museum: This site is still under development, but it does provide some background history on the events in Selma, Alabama. http://www.nvrm.org/
The Selma to Montgomery Voting Rights March: Shaking the Conscience of the Nation: Lesson plan containing a copy of a literacy test and political cartoons about poll tax and literacy tests.  Through the National Park Service’s project ‘Teaching with Historic Places.’ http://www.nps.gov/nr/twhp/wwwlps/lessons/133SEMO/133selma.htm
Voting Rights Act Timeline: Resource site for important dates in the individual American citizen’s right to vote. http://www.aclu.org/voting-rights/voting-rights-act-timeline


Books

Davidson, Chandler. Quiet Revolution in the South: The Impact of the Voting Rights Act, 1965-1990. Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1994.
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INFOhio Electronic Resources

Biography Reference Bank Powered by WilsonWeb This database is excellent to use when researching the lives of those who participated in the fight for voting rights for Balcks.

Student Research Center Powered By Ebscohost: The Student Research Center is a database that contains articles, videos, biographies and more.  Best search terms: Voting Rights; Voting Rights Act (of 1965).


Media Resources
"By the way, what's the big word?". Political cartoon about voting literacy tests. http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAvoting65.htm
Eyes on the Prize: America's Civil Rights Years 1954-1965 [DVD].  Atlanta, GA: PBS Home Video, 2006.
Flyer, Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, Jackson, Mississippi.  Flyer handed out at Democratic Party meeting to remember three people who were slain during Blacks fight for voting rights. http://www.stg.brown.edu/projects/FreedomNow/do_search_single.php?searchid=25
Here’s Another One for You. Political cartoon showing museum collection of injustices done to Blacks. http://www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/modern/jb_modern_polltax_1_e.html
"I got one of ‘em just as she almost made it back to the church" Cartoon showing Alabama State Police Officer washing off his night stick after first attempt of Blacks to march from Selma to Montgomery. http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/herblock/animal.html
Martin Luther King: "I Have a Dream" [DVD]. Orland Park, IL: MPI Home Video, 2005.
Shoes worn during the voting rights march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, 1965. Smithsonian exhibit displaying shoes worn during the civil rights march from Selma to Montgomery. http://www.smithsonianlegacies.si.edu/objectdescription.cfm?ID=242
Songs Of The Civil Rights Movement: Listing of songs - ‘Lift Every Voice and Sing’ and ‘We Shall Overcome’ - reflecting the struggles and mood of the civil rights movement. http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=99315652
Spring Sojourn: A lesson in Civil Rights History and Geography. Multimedia project using Google Earth, a website, and a blog to document a Civil Rights class trip. http://miramonte.acalanes.k12.ca.us/bbcswebdav/institution/MHSwebsite/sojourn07/Journey/Welcome.html
Voices of the Civil Rights : personal stories, oral histories, photographs, and personal artifacts of the Civil Rights Movement.  www.voicesofcivilrigths.org




