Underground Railroad: Reading, Research and Writing


Name: Jennifer Petrie
School: Sheridan Middle School
Workshop Location: Kent State Online
Grade Level (S) Eighth Grade (Could be used with 7th and high school)
Curriculum/ Subject Area: Social Studies, Language Arts, Technology and information Literacy.
Benchmarks and Content Standards: (See below)
Topic: Underground railroad, slavery, and the Civil War.
Goal:

At Sheridan Middle School, Language Arts, Social Studies and the Library/Media Center are working toward a common goal of getting all students to understand the ramifications of the Civil War, Slavery and the Underground Railroad. An understanding of the role that these events played in the history of our nation and our own state are also important. Using Ohio and National museum resources as well as print, video and electronic resources, we will allow students to make connections throughout the curriculum to this critical time period. The students will reach many of the library information and technology literacy guidelines at the same time.

Goals for Social Studies include greater understanding of the Underground Railroad and the people involved. Goals for Language Arts includes reading and understanding the difference between primary source, secondary source and fictional accounts and writing. The students will use the primary and Secondary resources to analyze what it was like to live during the Civil War. They will also analyze the propaganda used, research famous people, and complete a research based project written from the perspective of a slave, plantation owner, ect. Goals for Library/Media include working with print and non print resources, citations and evaluation of materials.
Benchmarks and Content Standards.
Acquisition of Vocabulary Standard
Standard 1: Define unknown words through context clues and the author's use of comparison, contrast and cause and effect.
Standard 5: Examine and discuss the ways that different events impact and change the English Language.
Standard 6: Use knowledge of Greek, Latin and Anglo-Saxon roots, prefixes and suffixes to unknown words and new subject-area vocabulary (e.g., unknown words in Social Studies)
Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies Standard
Standard 1: Apply reading comprehension strategies, including making predictions, comparing and contrasting, recalling and summarizing and making inferences and drawing conclusions.
Standard 2: Answer literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade appropriate texts and electronic and visual media.
Standard 5: Independently read books for various purposes (e.g., for enjoyment, for literary experience, to gain information or to perform a task.)
Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text Standard
Standard 1: Compare and contrast text features, including format and headers of various informational texts in terms of their structure and purpose.
Standard 2: Identify and use the organizational structure of a text, such as chronological, compare-contrast, cause-effect, problem-solution, and evaluate its effectiveness.
Standard 3: Compare and contrast treatment, scope and organization of ideas from different sources on the same topic.
Standard 5: Assess the adequacy, accuracy and appropriateness of an author's detail, identifying persuasive techniques and examples of bias and stereotyping.
Standard 6: Identify the author's purpose and intended audience for the text.
Standard 7: Analyze an author's argument, perspective or viewpoint and explain the development of key points.
Standard 8: Recognize how writers cite facts, draw inferences and present opinions in informational text.
Reading Applications: Literary Text Standard
Standard 2: Analyze the influence of setting in relationship to other literary elements.
Standard 5: Identify and explain universal themes across different works by the same author and by different authors.
Standard 8: Explain ways in which the author conveys mood and tone through word choice, figurative language, and syntax.
Writing Process Standard
** I will use all of the Writing Process Standards** Including Pre-writing Drafting, Revising and Editing, and Publishing.
Writing Applications
Standard 1: Write narratives that:

a. Sustain reader interest by pacing action and developing an engaging plot

b. Use literary devices to enhance style and tone

c. Create complex characters in a definite, believable setting.
Standard 4: Write informational essays or reports, including research.
Research
Standard 1: Compose open-ended questions for research.
Standard 2: Identify appropriate sources to gather relevant information from multiple sources.
Standard 3: Explain the usefulness and accuracy or sources by determining their validity and define primary and secondary sources.
 Museum Websites
The African American Mosaic Exhibition (Library of Congress)
The collection in this exhibition includes primary resources on Abolitionists and anti slavery propaganda. 
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/african/afam006.html
**Colonial Williamsburg: underground railroad search
This gives many articles and other information for the teacher to use in the classroom.
http://www.history.org/search/google_search_results.cfm
National Museum of American History
Students can search for Civil War, look at a signed copy of the Declaration Proclamation, and ten letters expressing views. A great site to see actual pictures from the time period and to analyze the use of language.
Http://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/
Memory Project: Voice of a Slave (library of Congress)
This website has primary recources from Slaves who are still (or were) alive. They are written exactly how the slaves spoke. An excellent source to show the lifestyle of the slaves, and see how our language has changed over the years. 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammen/snhtml/snhome.html

 HYPERLINK  "http://memory.loc.gov/ammen/snhtml/snhome.html"  

Thomas Jefferson Monticello

 HYPERLINK  "http://www.Monticello.org/index.html" . 
Allows viewers to explore the plantation and read personal information about Thomas 
Jefferson's slaves. Viewers may also access a plantation data base that shows all of the slaves
Thomas Jefferson owned. Great Research tool to write from the perspective of a slave.
Http://www.Monticello.org/index.html

 HYPERLINK  "http://www.Monticello.org/index.html"  


**Includes Teacher Resources

Additional Websites

Biography Reference Bank: Wilson Web. (Through INFOhio). 
Http://vnweb.com/hww

 HYPERLINK  "http://www.Monticello.org/index.html"  

Viewers can explore the biographies of famous people during the Civil War.
Digital History: Using New Technologies to enhance teaching and learning.
Viewers can explore the actual Newspaper articles written concerning slavery and anti slavery laws during the Civil War time period.
Http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/news/newspaper.cfc

 HYPERLINK  "http://www.digital/"  

Digital History: Using New Technologies to Enhance Teaching and Learning.
This site as interactive question and answer sessions using real articles and pictures from the Civil War. Good for comprehension and inference.
Http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/learning_history

 HYPERLINK  "http://www.digital/"  
Fredrick Douglass Portrait
This Keele University page includes a biographical sketch of Douglass and links to his writing.
http://www.keele.ac.uk/depts/as/Portraits/douglass.html
Harriet Beecher Stowe
Explore the biography of one of the most famous women writers, including information about Uncle Tom's Cabin, and her historical home. Finally, see links to other books concerning this time period
http://americancivilwar.com/women/hbs.html
** Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad Lesson Plan.
Includes a wide variety of lesson plans for the teacher use.
http://www.educationworld.com/a_tsl/archives/04-1/lesson005.shtml
**Includes Teacher Resources.
Fiction and Non Fiction Print Material
African American Education: A proud Heritage. (1998, February). Cobblestone: American

History for Kids.(inclusive).

Has a wealth or information written in an easy to read format. This is a great resource for lower 
level readers.
Dear America Series: Color me Dark the Diary of Nellie Lee Love: the Great Migration 
North, 
The journal of James Edmond Pease: A Civil War Union Soldier, When will this Cruel War be Over?: The Civil War diary of Emma Simpson, A light in the Storm: The Civil 
War Diary of Amelia Martin, and I Thought My Soul Would Rise and Fly: The Diary of Patsy, A Freed Girl.

These five fictional books discuss life during the Civil War Time period from different 
perspectives. These will be used in reading groups.
Dosier, S. (2002) Exploring History Through Simple Recipes Series, Civil War Cooking: The 
Confederacy, Civil War Cooking: The Union, and  Southern Plantation Cooking. 
Minnesota:Capstone Press.
Erickson, P. (1997). Daily Life on a Southern Plantation: 1853. NewYork: Lodestar Books.

Allows readers to get a perspective of what it was like to live during the Civil War.
Fradin, D. B. ( 2000). 

 HYPERLINK  "http://memory.loc.gov/ammen/snhtml/snhome.html" Bound for the North Star: True Stories of Fugitive Slaves

 HYPERLINK  "http://memory.loc.gov/ammen/snhtml/snhome.html" . New York: Clarion 
Books

This resource has non fictional accounts of fugitive slaves. It also has propaganda posters for 

 HYPERLINK  "http://memory.loc.gov/ammen/snhtml/snhome.html" 
the return of slaves, as well as propaganda for  anti slavery laws.

Fradin, D.B.. (2001). 

 HYPERLINK  "http://memory.loc.gov/ammen/snhtml/snhome.html" My Family Shall Be Free! The life of Peter Still.

 HYPERLINK  "http://memory.loc.gov/ammen/snhtml/snhome.html"  New York: HarperCollins 
Children's books. 
Gragg, Rod. (2002). From the Fields of Fire and Glory: Letters of the Civil War. 
Washington: 
Becker&Mayer!

This book has wonderful resources and manipulatives that the students can look at and read. It 
will show primary resources and accounts from the time period.
Graves, K. A. ( 2002) Going to School During the Civil War: The Union. Minnesota: Capstone

Press
Hakin, J. (2003) Liberty for All? New York: Oxford University Press.

An excellent resource showing Anti-Slavery propaganda and other primary resources.
Painter, N.E. (Editor). (1998). Narrative of Sojourner Truth. New York: Penguin Books.
Rappaport, D. (1991) Escape from Slavery: Five journeys to Freedom. New York: HarperCollins 
Children's books.
Sprague: S. S. (Editor). (1996). His Promised Land: Autobiography of John. P. Parker. New York:

The John P. Parker Historical Society.
Women in the Civil War. (2005, February). Cobblestone: Discover American History. 
(Inclusive).

A great resource for lower level readers
Worth, R. (2004) Slave Life on the Plantation: Prisons beneath the sun. New Jersey: Enslow

Publishers, inc.

This source gives information on the living conditions of slaves. This could be used for 
background information needed to write their diary's from other perspectives.
Motion Picture, Video Tape or DVD or Streaming Video
Ancient Lights Educational Media (Producer). (2000). Living on a Slave Plantation.

[VHS Tape]. (Available from AGC/United Learning: Evanston, IL).

A living history series owned by our library.
**Columbus, Oh. INFOhio. (publisher). (2009) INFOhio: 21st Century Tools and Electronic

Resources for Students, Teachers, and Parents: research project. [Motion Picture].

(Available through INFOhio.)
Discovery Education, (producer). (2006). Discovering Language Arts Grade 06-08

Research. [streaming video]. (Available from http://www.Unitedstreaming.com)
Jerome, B. (producer). (1998). The Underground Railroad: Escape from Slavery.

[Streaming Video]. (Available from http://www.Unitestreaming.com

 HYPERLINK  "http://www.Unitestreaming.com/" )

Margulies, S. (Producer). (1977). Roots. [DVD]. (available from Warner Brothers).

A saga of African-American life. The movie goes through several generations of African 
Americans. From being abducted from Africa, to children being sold, to grandson's leading the f
amily to freedom.
Scholastic (Producer). (2001). Dear America: Picture of Freedom: The Story of Clotee, a Slave

Girl, Belmont Plantation, Virginia, 1859. [Streaming Video]. (Available from

http://www.unitedstreaming.com.

This video shows the lifestyle of a young slave girl on the Belmont Plantation. It depicts what l
ife was like for her.
** Includes Teacher Resources
Additional Teacher Resources
**Columbus, Oh. INFOhio. (publisher). (2009) INFOhio: 21st Century Tools and Electronic

Resources for Students, Teachers, and Parents: research project. [Motion Picture].

(Available through INFOhio.)
**Findlay, D. (2002). Pages of the Past: Exploring U.S. History through Children's literature.

Wisconsin: UpstartBooks.

This is a teacher resource that has a large list of fictional and non fictional resources for the  
Civil War.
** Keane, N. J. , & Wair, C. L. (2002). Teaching Social Studies through Literature Grades 6-8.

Worthington, Ohio: Linworth Publishing, Inc.

This is a teacher resource that would provide many lesson ideas for the Time period.
