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Description of Pathfinder:

An Integrated Study of To Kill a Mockingbird:  For readers to fully appreciate the history of Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, they must also understand and appreciate the time period of the novel.  This time-honored classic depicts a child’s view of life post WWII, and the colorful personalities of the characters demonstrate the struggle against racial injustice in the South.  To develop these aspects of the novel, this pathfinders explores three areas:    1) Harper Lee’s biography and her friendship with Truman Capote, 2) Jim Crow Laws, and 3) The Scottsboro Boys Trial

	Acquisition of Vocabulary 
Students acquire vocabulary through exposure to language-rich situations, such as reading books and other texts and conversing with adults and peers. They use context clues, as well as direct explanations provided by others, to gain new words. They learn to apply word analysis skills to build and extend their own vocabulary. As students progress through the grades, they become more proficient in applying their knowledge of words (origins, parts, relationships, meanings) to acquire specialized vocabulary that aids 

comprehension. 


	Benchmark A. Verify meanings of words by the author’s use of definition, restatement, example, comparison, contrast and cause and effect. 

	Benchmark D. Apply knowledge of roots, affixes and phrases to aid understanding of content area vocabulary. 

	Benchmark E. Use multiple resources to enhance comprehension of vocabulary. 


1. Recognize and identify how authors clarify meanings of words through context and use definition, restatement, example, comparison, contrast and cause and effect to advance word study.
	Tools and Resources 

	5. Determine the meanings and pronunciations of unknown words by using dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, technology and textual features, such as definitional footnotes or sidebars. 


	Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and 
Self-Monitoring Strategies 
Students develop and learn to apply strategies, such as predicting and recalling, that help them to comprehend and interpret informational and literary texts. Reading and learning to read are problem solving processes that require strategies for the reader to make sense of written language and remain engaged with texts. Beginners develop basic concepts about print (e.g., that print holds meaning) and how books work (e.g., text organization). 

As strategic readers, students learn to analyze and evaluate texts to demonstrate their understanding of text. Additionally, students learn to self-monitor their own comprehension by asking and answering questions about the text, self-correcting errors and assessing their own understanding. They apply these strategies effectively to assigned and self-selected texts read in and out of the classroom. 


In Grades 8 through 12, students should read purposefully and 
automatically, using the comprehension and self-monitoring 
strategies outlined in previous grades. As they encounter 
increasingly challenging content-area and literary texts, students 
may more consciously employ these strategies and benefit from 
teacher modeling of the reading process. 
	Benchmark A. Apply reading comprehension strategies to understand grade-appropriate texts. 

	Benchmark B. Demonstrate comprehension of print and electronic text by responding to questions (e.g., literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing). 

	Benchmark C. Use appropriate self-monitoring strategies for comprehension. 


	Comprehension Strategies 
	Date Achieved 

	1. Apply reading comprehension strategies, including making predictions, comparing and contrasting, recalling and summarizing and making inferences and drawing conclusions. 

	2. Answer literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media. 

	Self-Monitoring Strategies 

	3. Monitor own comprehension by adjusting speed to fit the purpose, or by skimming, scanning, reading on, looking back, note taking or summarizing what has been read so far in text. 


Reading Applications: Literary Text 
Students enhance their understanding of the human story by reading literary texts that represent a variety of authors, cultures and eras. They learn to apply the reading process to the various genres of literature, including fables, tales, short stories, novels, poetry and drama. They demonstrate their comprehension by describing and discussing the elements of literature (e.g., setting, character and plot), analyzing the author’s use of language (e.g., word choice and figurative language), comparing and contrasting texts, inferring theme and meaning and responding to text in critical and creative ways. Strategic readers learn to explain, analyze and critique literary text to achieve deep understanding.
	Benchmark A. Analyze and evaluate the five elements (e.g., plot, character, setting, point of view and theme) in literary text. 

	Benchmark B. Explain ways characters confront similar situations and conflict. 

	Benchmark C. Recognize and analyze characteristics of subgenres and literary periods. 

	Benchmark D. Analyze how an author uses figurative language and literary techniques to shape plot and set meaning. 

	Benchmark E. Critique an author’s style. 


	1. Compare and contrast motivations and reactions of literary characters confronting similar conflicts (e.g., individual vs. nature, freedom vs. responsibility, individual vs. society), using specific examples of characters’ thoughts, words and actions. 

	2. Analyze the historical, social and cultural context of setting. 

	3. Explain how voice and narrator affect the characterization, plot and credibility. 

	4. Evaluate the author’s use of point of view in a literary text. 

	5. Analyze variations of universal themes in literary texts. 

	6. Recognize characteristics of subgenres, including satire, parody and allegory, and explain how choice of genre affects the expression of a theme or topic. 

	7. Analyze the characteristics of various literary periods and how the issues influenced the writers of those periods. 

	8. Evaluate ways authors develop point of view and style to achieve specific rhetorical and aesthetic purposes (e.g., through use of figurative language irony, tone, diction, imagery, symbolism and sounds of language), citing specific examples from text to support analysis. 


Writing Applications 
Students need to understand that various types of writing require different language, formatting and special vocabulary. Writing serves many purposes across the curriculum and takes various forms. Beginning writers learn about the various purposes of writing; they attempt and use a small range of familiar forms (e.g., letters). Developing writers are able to select text forms to suit purpose and audience. They can explain why some text forms are more suited to a purpose than others and begin to use content-specific vocabulary to achieve their communication goals. Proficient writers control effectively the language and structural features of a large repertoire of text forms. They deliberately choose vocabulary to enhance text and structure in their writing according to audience and purpose.
Benchmark B. Write responses to literature that provide an interpretation, recognize ambiguities, nuances and complexities and that understand the author’s use of stylistic devices and effects created.
2. Write responses to literature that: 

a. advance a judgment that is interpretative, analytical, evaluative or reflective; 

b. support key ideas and viewpoints with accurate and detailed references to the text or to other works and authors; 

c. analyze the author’s use of stylistic devices and express an appreciation of the effects the devices create; 

d. identify and assess the impact of possible ambiguities, nuances and complexities within text; 

e. anticipate and answer a reader’s questions, counterclaims or divergent interpretations; and 

f. provide a sense of closure to the writing.
Dewey Call Numbers and Subject Headings
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920 Biographies

Biography of Harper Lee and Background of To Kill a Mockingbird
Websites:
· http://www.harperacademic.com/catalog/author_xml.asp?authorID=5737  This website provides a brief biography and an “author tracker” feature where you can get updates on her tour dates and promotions.

· http://www.kirjasto.sci.fi/harperle.htm  This website is an in-depth look at Harper Lee’s life and her relationship with Truman Capote.
· http://www.gradesaver.com/classicnotes/authors/about_harper_lee.html  Another website containing information about Harper Lee and Truman Capote. 
Museums:  
· http://www.tokillamockingbird.com/giftshop.htm  This museum houses three permanent exhibits including “Truman Capote’s: A Childhood in Monroeville,” and “Harper Lee.”
Books

· Mockingbird:  A Portrait of Harper Lee by Charles J. Shields.                                          Published by Henry Holt & Company, Incorporated, 2006




       ISBN: 080507919X 







                   This tantalizing biography draws on interviews with 600 of Lee's acquaintances but was compiled without cooperation from its subject; the semi-reclusive Lee stopped granting interviews in the mid-'60s. Mockingbird offers telling details about the writing of Lee's masterpiece and her assistance to Truman Capote when he was researching In Cold Blood. It's the first full-length biography of a beloved, enigmatic author.
· Understanding To Kill a Mockingbird:  A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historic Documents by Claudia Durst Johnson and Harper Lee.



               Published by Greenwood Publishing Group, Incorporated, 1994

                            ISBN:  0313291934                                                                                                            To Kill a Mockingbird is a novel of such profound power that it has affected the lives of readers and left an indelible mark on American culture. This rich collection of historical documents, collateral readings, and commentary captures the essence of the novel's impact, making it an ideal resource for students, teachers, and library media specialists. Drawing on multi-disciplinary sources, the casebook places the issues of race, censorship, stereotyping, and heroism into sharp perspective.
INFO Electronic Resources
· “Inspiring Words for Educators”  in the Curriculum Review by John J. Plomp, Harper Lee, Frank Zappa, and Christopher Morley, Mar. 2007, Vol. 46 Issue 7, p12. 


                   This article presents news briefs related to education in the U.S. The "Teacher Magazine" referred to Harper Lee, author of "To Kill a Mockingbird," as famously reclusive. It also encourages that choosing the place in the classroom to read soon became as important to the pupils as choosing their book.
· “To Kill a Mockingbird” in Education Weekly, Sept. 4, 2006, Vol. 253 Issue 35, p59.                This article reviews the book To Kill a Mockingbird and provides background of time period.
· “Understanding To Kill a Mockingbird” by Pat Bender, Trevelyn E. Jones, Luann Toth, Marlene Charnizon, Daryl Grabareck, Jeanne Larkins in the School Library Journal, Mar. 2004, Vol. 50, Issue 3, p. 226.                                                                                                                This companion to Harper Lee's timeless novel includes an introduction about the enduring appeal of the book; a biography of Lee; historical background; and discussions about the plot, characters, and literary criticism. Study questions and pertinent quotes from reviews and articles are appended. Black-and-white photographs of scenes from the 1962 movie appear throughout.

Jim Crow Laws 
Websites:                                                                                                                                                  
· http://www.jimcrowhistory.org.htm  This is an extensive website about the Jim Crow Laws featuring American Literature (and To Kill a Mockingbird) and Teacher Resources.                                                                              
· http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/stories.html  This website allows viewers to listen and read first-hand accounts of personal narratives of people who suffered from the Jim Crow Laws; it also includes a description of organizations who opposed the Jim Crow Laws and much more.

Media Resources:                                                                                                                             
· The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow  PBS Series, produced by Educational Broadcasting Corporation, 2002  This series show the system of government-sanctioned racial oppression and segregation in the United States in the Deep South.
Museums:                                                                             
· http://www.ferris.edu/news/jimcrow/what.htm
This museum, The Museum of Racist Memorabilia, at Ferris State University features an incredible look at the Jim Crow Laws including example laws for different cities in America and featuring examples of anti-Negro propaganda.
Books

· Life under the Jim Crow Laws by Charles George.



           Published by Thomson Gale, 1999.





                ISBN: 1560064994  









 This book discusses the background and effects of the Jim Crow laws that were enacted after the Civil War to keep the races segregated.
· Jim Crow Laws and Racism in American History by David K. Fremon       

                Published by Enslow Publishers, Incorporated




                   ISBN: 0766012972                                                                                                                 This book traces the struggles of African Americans from the end of slavery through the period of Jim Crow segregation in the South, to the civil rights movement and legal equality.
· Dream Deferred: The Jim Crow Era by Anne Wallace Sharp.      


             Published by Thomson Gale, 2005.





                ISBN: 1590187008









 This book comes from the Lucent Library of Black History, a detailed description of racism throughout history.     
INFO Electronic Resources
· Digital Video Collection: 20th Century Turning Points in US History                                          1953-1963 Brown vs. Board of Education, 2:43

· Digital Video Collection: History of Black Achievement in America   Program 7 Civil Rights Brown vs. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas, 2:51

· Annals of American History:  Racial Discrimination in Washington D. C., 1947
           President Truman’s establishes an advisory Committee on Civil Rights
· “Social Movements and Social-Change Litigation: Synergy in the Montgomery Bus Protest” by Christopher Coleman, Laurence D. Nee, and Leonard S. Rubinowitz in the Law and Social Inquiry, Fall 2005, Vol. 30, Issue 4, p. 663-736.                                                                              Two competing schools of thought have emerged to explain how the Montgomery bus protest of 1955-1956 brought about changes on the city’s Jim Crow Buses.                                                                       
Scottsboro Boys

Websites:
· http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/FTrials/scottsboro/scottsb.htm  An in-depth look at the Scottsboro trial including a chronology of events, a description of the trial before and after Judge Horton, the appellate decisions, and an “in their own words” section which includes quotes from the witnesses.
Media Resources:
· Scottsboro:  An American Tragedy   Social Media Productions, American Experience, 2001.  This video tells the story of two white women who stepped from a box car in Paint Rock, AL in 1931 and made a startling accusation:  they had been raped by nine black teenagers.  This began one of the most significant legal battles in the 20th century, especially since the men were innocent.  This trial serves as the inspiration for Atticus Finch’s fight in To Kill a Mockingbird.
· The Landmark American Trials: The Scottsboro Boys.                                                                              World Almanac Video, 2005.                                                                                                          Looks at the trial that made the entire country aware of widespread individual and institutional racism taking place in the Deep South.
Books:                                                                                                                                         
· Powell v. Alabama: The Scottsboro Boys and American Justice by Gerald Horne. 
      Publisher: Scholastic Library Publishing, 1997.


ISBN: 0531113140


This book examines the individuals and the issues involved in the landmark U.S. Supreme Court case which affirmed the right of an accused person to effective legal representation.

· The Scottsboro Case (Landmark Events in American History) by Michael V. Uschan. 
      Publisher:  Gareth Stevens Audio, 2004                                                                               ISBN: 0836854160
This book discusses the legal case and the appeals thereafter and the historical background regarding the lack of civil and legal rights for African Americans.
· The Scottsboro Case (Everything that Shaped America) by Sabrina Crewe and Michael V. Uschan. Published by Gareth Stevens, 2005.                                                                                 ISBN:  0836834070       






                   This book shows that evidence was ignored, and six years later the governor was still denying parole even though the white women had recanted and said they had not been raped. Text explains the tenor of the times as well as the racism exacerbated by the economic conditions of the 1930s. A final section tells what happened to the nine after this sad case was more or less over.                         
· The Last of the Scottsboro Boys: An Autobiography by Clarence Norris and Sybil D. Washington. Published by Putnam’s, 1979.







       ISBN: 1597400971                                      





            As the book title suggests, this book is about the last surviving Scottsboro boy who spent many tough years in prison.  Finally, in 1976 Norris received his pardon from Governor George Wallace.  
INFO Electronic Resources

· “Portrait of Injustice” in the Smithsonian by Anne Broache, Jul. 2005, Vol. 36, Issue 4, p. 37-38.    This article presents a portrait by Aaron Douglas, a leading Harlem Renaissance artist, of two boys who were part of a group who were convicted of crimes that never happened. It also includes how the accuser came forward later and confessed to making the accusations up, efforts to free the boys who were sentenced to a combined sentence of 130 years, and a timeline for when the boys were freed from prison.
from other pathfinder

	EBSCOhost Articles:

	Please read each of these articles before beginning further research for an overview of the novel and author:

	Harper Lee still prizes privacy over publicity. By: Montgomery, Leigh. Christian Science Monitor, 9/11/97, Vol. 89 Issue 201, p18, 1c; Reading Level (Lexile): 1120; (AN 9709140752)

	Understanding To Kill a Mockingbird (Book). By: Bender, Pat; Jones, Trevelyn E.; Toth, Luann; Charnizon, Marlene; Grabarek, Daryl; Larkins, Jeanne. School Library Journal, Mar2004, Vol. 50 Issue 3, p226, 1/8p; Reading Level (Lexile): 880; (AN 12497496)

	Please read each of these articles for a better understanding of hate groups and racial prejudice:

	SEVEN DAYS OF HATRED. By: Ripley, Amanda; Crumley, Bruce; Gibson, Helen; Israely, Jeff; Labropoulou, Elinda; Plon, Ulla; Stojaspal, Jan; Wallace, Charles P.. Time Canada, 12/8/2003, Vol. 162 Issue 23, p26, 4p, 7c; Reading Level (Lexile): 1100; (AN 11770553)

	THE NEW ANTI-SEMITISM. By: Kinsella, Warren. Maclean’s, 1/20/2003, Vol. 116 Issue 3, p52, 1p; Reading Level (Lexile): 1010; (AN 8896139)

	Hate Springs Eternal. Harper’s Magazine, Mar2000, Vol. 300 Issue 1798, p96, 1p, 1 map; Reading Level (Lexile): 1760; (AN 2838545)

	Inside Organized Racism (Book). By: Beaber, Patricia A.. Library Journal, 1/1/2002, Vol. 127 Issue 1, p132, 1/5p; Reading Level (Lexile): 1120; (AN 5878605)


	Books:

	Use the OPAC in your school library to find these specific titles:
Anti-Semitism
Hate Groups: Opposing Viewpoints
Racial Prejudice
Spreading Poison: A Book About Racism and Prejudice

You should also look for books similar to these using the OPAC; these are just suggestions to get you started. 


	INFOHIO RESOURCES:

	Annals of American History:
Use this INFOHIO resource to study the year relevant to the setting of the novel. Or, use the topics in American History (Discrimination and Diversity would be a good choice) to gather more relevant information.


	Oxford Reference Online:
Use this INFOHIO resource to learn more about the author of To Kill a Mockingbird.


	NewsBank:
Use this INFOHIO resource to search newspapers close to your home. Find at least three articles relevant to the topic of prejudice and hate crimes, which you are reasearching for To Kill a Mockingbird.



	

	
	 


Ebscohost
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail?vid=1&hid=19&sid=df0e787d-bb38-4972-860b-e7f25ce42b4b%40sessionmgr8
