Name:  Ryan Head

Names of Members in Partnership:  Megan Scully

School:  Louisa May Alcott Elementary School
City/State: Cleveland, Ohio

Workshop Location:  Western Reserve Historical Society

Grade Level:  5

Curriculum/Subject Area:  Social Studies/Government

Ohio Academic Content Standards:  Grade 5, Government, Role of Government, 1 (A-C) Three Branches of Government

Specific Topic with Explanation: This pathfinder was created to help both teachers and students navigate resources regarding the development, and daily workings, of the Three Branched System of United States Government.

Subject Headings:  Social Sciences 300, History 900

Content Categories
Museum Websites for Students:

1. The Dirksen Congressional Center: Congress For Kids

a. Home Page: http://www.congressforkids.net/
b. Pathfinder Specific: http://www.congressforkids.net/Constitution_threebranches.htm
2. The White House: The White House For Kids

a. Home Page: http://www.whitehouse.gov/kids/
b. Pathfinder Specific: http://www.whitehouse.gov/kids/constitution
3. The Smithsonian Institute: Smithsonian Education
a. Home Page: http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/students/
b. Pathfinder Specific: http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/students/idealabs/mr_president.html
Museum Websites for Teachers: 

1. Harry S. Truman Presidential Library and Museum

a. Home Page: http://www.trumanlibrary.org/index.php
b. Pathfinder Specific:

http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/teacher_lessons/3branches/front.htm
2. National Constitution Center

a. Home Page: www.constitutioncenter.org
b. Pathfinder Specific:

http://www.constitutioncenter.org/explore/BasicGoverningPrinciples/SeparationofPowersandaSystemofChecksandBalances.shtml
3. The Smithsonian Institute: 

a. Home Page: http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/
b. Pathfinder Specific:  http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/lesson_plans/constitution/index.html
4. Independence Hall:

a. Home Page: http://www.nps.gov/inde/independence-hall-1.htm
b. Pathfinder Specific: http://www.nps.gov/inde/forteachers/index.htm
Additional Websites:
1. House of Representatives: Kids in the House

a. Home Page: http://clerkkids.house.gov/
b. Pathfinder Specific: http://clerkkids.house.gov/congress/index.html
2. Government Printing Office: Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government

a. Home Page: http://bensguide.gpo.gov/
b. Pathfinder Specific: http://bensguide.gpo.gov/3-5/government/branches.html
3. U.S. Constitution.net

a. Home Page: http://www.usconstitution.net/index.html
b. Pathfinder Specific: http://www.constitutioncenter.org/explore/BasicGoverningPrinciples/SeparationofPowersandaSystemofChecksandBalances.shtml
4. PBS Kids

a. Home Page: http://pbskids.org/go/
b. Pathfinder Specific: http://pbskids.org/democracy/mygovt/capitol2.html
Books:

1. Maestro, Betsy. The Voice of the People: American Democracy in Action. New York: Lothrop, Lee and Shepard Books, 1996.

2. Hamilton, John. How a Bill Becomes a Law. Edina, MN: ABDO Publishing, 2005.
3. Travis, Cathy.  Constitution Translated for Kids, 3rd ed. Austin, TX: Synergy Books, 2006.
4. Debnam, Betty.  How the U.S. Government Works. Kansas City, MO: Andrews and McMeel, 1995.
5. Dubois, Muriel.  The U.S. Supreme Court. Mankato, MN: Capstone Press, 2004.
6. Ingram, Scott.  The President of the United States. San Diego: Blackbirch Press, 2002.
7. Maestro, Betsy and Giulio.  A More Perfect Union: The Story of Our Constitution.  New York: LOthrop, Lee and Shepard Books, 1987.
Media Resources:

1. Just the Facts: Understanding Government – The Judicial Branch.  2000.     Video-Cassette.  Goldhil, 2000.
2. Just the Facts: Understanding Government – The Executive Branch.  2000.  Video-Cassette.  Goldhil, 2000.

3. Just the Facts: Understanding Government – The Legislative Branch.  2000. Video-Cassette.  Goldhil, 2000.
4. The Three Branches of Government. 2002.  Schlessinger Media, 2002.
Magazine Articles:

1. The U.S. Government and how it works.  World Almanac for Kids, 1996, p216, 2p, 1bw

2. Checks and Balances. Monkeyshines on America, Jan2001 U.S. Gov./Legislative
Reference Resources:

1. Constitution.  (2008) In Encyclopedia Britannica.  Retrieved April 25, 2008, from Encyclopedia Britannica Online School Edition: http://school.eb.com/eb/article-9109635
