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Specific Topic With Explanation:
Students reading Mark Twain are having difficulty in seeing the value of his writings. This pathfinder will direct the students to information about the time period in which he wrote, his life, and the relevance his works have today.
Ohio Academic Content Standards:
S02. Acquisition of Vocabulary: 
A: 01; D:04; E:05.

S03. Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies: 
A: 01; B: 02; C: 03

S05 Reading Applications: Literary Text:

A: 02, 03, 04, 05

B: 01

C: 06, 07

D:08

E: 08

English Language Arts: Writing

S02. Writing Applications

B: 02

Subject Headings and Dewey Numbers:

813

818

Bio

Twain, Mark, 1835-1910

Clemens, Samuel Langhorne, 1835-1910
Literature and society-United States-History-19th century

Twain, Mark, 1835-1910-Criticism and interpretation

Mississippi River-Description and travel

Museum Sites for Teachers:
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/lesson_plans/portraits/
The Smithsonian Institution’s Smithsonian in Your Classroom, offers lesson plans on many topics for teachers. Here is a study of two authors, Louisa May Alcott and Mark Twain. This lesson plan introduces students to the life and work of and author and uses material from the National Portrait Gallery, the Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum, a piece of autobiographical writing and an abridged passage from a novel.

http://memory.loc.gov/learn/lessons/99/twain/analysis.html
American Memory site from the Library of Congress. Includes lesson plans and links to papers and photos. “Twain’s Hannibal” is a lesson using primary resources. 
Museum Sites for Students:
http://www.marktwainhouse.org/
The Mark Twain House and Museum in Hartford, Ct. This site has information about the house in Hartford, where the Clemens family spent many happy years. Includes biographical information, his family tree, and timeline, and photos from several of the exhibits, most notably “Modesty Died When Clothes Were Born: Fashion in Twain’s Life and Literature,” and  “Marks on Paper: Mark Twain’s Personal Library.”              
http://bancroft.berkeley.edu/Exhibits/MTP/index.html
Mark Twain at Large: His Travels Here and Abroad, from The Mark Twain Papers of the Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley.  These are items from the Mark Twain Papers from the Bancroft Library, on exhibit in 1998.

http://www.marktwainmuseum.org/index.php
Twain’s boyhood home in Hannibal, Missouri. Find out about his family, publishing career, see a timeline, interesting facts about him and his books, and the history behind his boyhood home, the town, and the connection to the setting of many of his stories. Select the Research option in the menu.

Websites for Teachers:
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/cultureshock/teachers/huck/essay.htm
Culture Shock: Huck Finn in Context: A teaching Guide

Lesson plans based on material in the PBS film Born to Trouble: Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Includes an essay “Teaching mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn,” by Shelley Fisher Fishkin.
http://schoolrooms.infohio.org/rooms/portal/page/SchoolRooms_24154_AUTHORS
A new resource from Infohio, Schoolrooms provides a wealth of information not only on Mark Twain, but also about the times he lived in. Excellent site to explore.
Websites for Students:
http://classiclit.about.com/od/twainmark/Twain_Mark.htm
About.com’s list of links about the life and times of Mark Twain.

http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/railton/index2.html 
Mark Twain in His Time. This interpretive archive, drawn largely from the resources of the Barrett Collection, focuses on how "Mark Twain" and his works were created and defined, marketed and performed, reviewed and appreciated. The goal is to allow readers, scholars, students and teachers to see what Mark Twain and His Times said about each other, in a way that can speak to us today. Also include full text editions of the works of Mark Twain.
http://www.wsu.edu/~campbelld/amlit/twain.htm
This excellent resource includes many links to other sites. Home page of  an English professor from Washington State University. One of the most complete sites I have found.
http://www.cmgww.com/historic/twain/
The Official Website of Mark Twain, maintained by the estate of Mark Twain. This site “has everything you want to know about this literary icon. Read his biography and learn about Mark Twain's early years and the beginning of his illustrious writing career. Read some of his most famous quotes, browse the historic photo gallery and more!”

http://www.teacheroz.com/19thcent.htm#gilded
19th Century America. Mark Twain coined the phrase “The Gilded Age.” Find links to information about this unique time period in our history.

http://www.twaintimes.net/
Great timeline of Mark Twain’s life. Include many other resources such as stories to download, information about steamboats, and a virtual tour of the home.
http://lang.nagoya-u.ac.jp/%7Ematsuoka/AmeLit.html#1860
American Authors on the Web. This site has many links, most of which are blocked by the school’s filter. However, many of these are excellent sites and can be accessed at home or at the public library.
Infohio:

www.infohio.org
See your librarian for login information from home, or use any computer in the library to access the following for great information:

American National Biography

“Mark Twain”
http://www.anb.org/articles/16/16-00313.html
Annals of American History

“Mark Twain (Samuel L. Clemens)”
http://america.eb.com/america/author?auid=61
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