MICHAEL L. PRINTZ AWARD WINNERS

The Michael L. Printz Award is an award for a book that exemplifies literary excellence in young adult literature.

The Earth, My Butt, and Other Big Round Things by Carolyn Mackler is a 2004 Printz Award Winner.  

NAME:  Amy Doerfler

NAMES OF MEMBERS IN PARTNERSHIP: Stacy Simonyi

SCHOOL/CITY:  Tri-County Career Center—Nelsonville, OH

WORKSHOP LOCATION: Columbus Museum of Art

GRADE LEVELS/INTENDED AUDIENCE: 9-12

CURRICULUM/SUBJECT AREA:  English/Language Arts

OHIO ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARDS:  Language Arts Standards-

Reading Process

· Use criteria to choose independent reading materials (e.g. personal interest, knowledge of authors and genres, or recommendations from others)

· Independently read books for various purposes (e.g. for enjoyment, for literary experience, to gain information, to perform a task)

Reading Applications

· Analyze the features of setting and their importance in a literary text.

· Analyze the author’s use of point of view, mood and tone.

· Distinguish how conflicts, parallel plots and subplots affect the pacing of action in literary text.

SPECIFIC TOPIC WITH EXPLANATION: This pathfinder includes information on a variety of topics related to the Michael Printz award winner The Earth, My Butt, and Other Big Round Things written by Carolyn Mackler.  Some of the topics covered include: censorship, body image and self-esteem, teen sexuality, date rape, family relationships, and places mentioned in the novel. 
WEBSITES:

The Earth, My Butt and Other Big Round Things by Carolyn Mackler

This is Carolyn Mackler’s website that includes her bio, a blog, a question and answer section, links to her favorite author’s websites, and a description and excerpt from all of her books. http://www.carolynmackler.com/Carolyn-Mackler-Home-Page.asp
· From this website, you can also access her myspace account at www.myspace.com/carolynmackler
American Library Association:  Michael L. Printz Award

This is a website that has links to booklists and book award winners including the Printz award winners categorized by year.  

www.ala.org/yalsa/printz
TeensHealth Site (Sponsored by the Nemours Foundation)

TeensHealth was created for teens looking for honest, accurate information and advice about health, relationships, and growing up.

The link below is an article entitled, “Date Rape.”  

http://kidshealth.org/teen/your_mind/relationships/date_rape.html
Gr8Mates

This is a website for teenagers supporting friends who have had an unwanted sexual experience.  While some of the site references are New-Zealand specific, much of the information is universal—particularly the advice for the friends of the victim.

http://www.gr8mates.org.nz/
Sexuality Information and Education Council of the United States (SIECUS)

A national, nonprofit organization which affirms that sexuality is a natural and healthy part of living, SIECUS develops, collects, and disseminates information, promotes comprehensive education about sexuality, and advocates the right of individuals to make responsible sexual choices.
http://www.siecus.org/index.html
Body Icon: Body as History

This site features a timeline of the body trends leading up to the thin archetypes of today’s society.

http://nm-server.jrn.columbia.edu/projects/masters/bodyimage/history/index.html
National Eating Disorder Information Center

This site’s main purpose is to inform the public about eating disorders and related issues.  It has related links to body image and self-esteem.

http://www.nedic.ca/knowthefacts/bodyimage.shtml
Banned Books Online-The Online Books Page

Special exhibit of books that have been the objects of censorship or censorship attempts, from Ulysses to Little Red Riding Hood.

http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/banned-books.html
*From the above site access the link from the American Library Association Challenged and Banned Books of 2006 

Banned and Censored Authors

This site contains a list of authors that have been censored, challenged or banned.

http://www.banned-books.com/bbauth.html
National Coalition Against Censorship (NCAC)

The National Coalition Against Censorship (NCAC), founded in 1974, is an alliance of 50 national non-profit organizations, including literary, artistic, religious, educational, professional, labor, and civil liberties groups. United by a conviction that freedom of thought, inquiry, and expression must be defended, we work to educate our own members and the public at large about the dangers of censorship and how to oppose them.

http://www.ncac.org/action_issues/Books.cfm
The File Room (TFR)

A site maintained by the NCAC that is an interactive database of censored music, art, literature, etc. divided into four categories:

dates, locations, grounds for censorship, and medium.  

http://www.thefileroom.org/
National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) Anti-Censorship Center

This site gives advice on selecting materials for classroom instruction, dealing responsibly with challenges to literary works in schools, and upholding students' right to read.

http://www.ncte.org/about/issues/censorship
OTHER BOOKS BY CAROLYN MACKLER:

Mackler, Carolyn.  (2007). Guyaholic.  
GUYAHOLIC, a follow-up to VEGAN VIRGIN VALENTINE, zeroes in on the free-spirited V as she graduates from high school and takes a solo road trip across the country to get away from her family and her boy troubles but inevitably realizes that her real problem is with herself. 

Mackler, Carolyn. (2000).  Love and Other Four-Letter Words.  

When she and her mother move to an apartment in New York City after her parents decide on a trial separation, sixteen-year-old Sammie learns to deal with her mother's fragile mental state, her best friend's self-centeredness, several new friendships, and her own budding sexuality.
Mackler, Carolyn.  (2004).  Vegan, Virgin, Valentine.

Mara Valentine is in control. She's a straight-A senior, a vegan, and her parents' pride and joy. She's neck-and-neck with her womanizing ex-boyfriend for number-one class ranking and plans to kick his salutatorian butt on her way out the door to Yale. Mara has her remaining months in Brockport all planned out, but the plan does not include having V, her slutty, pot-smoking, sixteen-year-old niece - yes, niece - come to live with her family. Nor does it involve lusting after her boss or dreaming about grilled cheese sandwiches every night. What does a control freak like Mara do when things start spinning wildly out of control? With insight, authenticity, and a healthy dose of humor, Carolyn Mackler creates an evolving Type A heroine that every reader will recognize - and root for.

BOOKS FOR TEACHERS:

Homstad, Wayne. 1995. Anatomy of a Book Controversy.  Bloomington, IN: Phi Delta Kappa Educational Foundation.

The author describes one school district's attempt to answer two basic questions: What should students read? Who should decide what students read? The answers to these questions and how those answers were determined reveal the fundamental institutional principles at work.

Ikeda, Joanne and Naworski, Priscilla. 1992. Am I Fat? Helping Young Children Accept Differences in Body Size. Santa Cruz, California: ETR Associates.

Designed for young adolescents and children, this book challenges narrow notions of healthy shapes and sizes in children, serving as a prevention tool for future generations who might develop eating problems. Am I Fat? tries to combat fat prejudice by developing the social understanding of children and offering coping strategies for young people in an increasingly appearance-oriented society. One aspect to question is the author's use of the word 'overweight.

Maine, Margo. 1991. Father Hunger: Fathers, Daughters & Food. Carlsbad, CA: Gurze Books.

'Father Hunger' is the emptiness experienced by women whose fathers were emotionally absent, a void that can lead to unrealistic body image, yo-yo dieting, food fears and disordered eating patterns. Father hunger is a common phenomenon of Western culture, whose dictates and myths limit a father's role, creating a loss for all family members. Includes discussion of practical solutions to help readers understand and improve their father-daughter relationships and help families reconnect. 

INFOHIO ELECTRONIC RESOURCES

VIDEOS:

	                           TITLE
	                     CALL #

	Battle over the books [videorecording] : censorship in American schools.

(VHS) (20 min.)

This program looks at how teachers can prepare themselves against a censorship attack and looks at those who, in the name of religion or equality or whatever cause, are aiming the censor's gun at teachers and books.
	Ohio Media Resources

04139--Medina County Cooperative Media Center 



	Censorship selection [videorecording}:  

 (VHS) (60 min.)

Censorship or selection does not take sides, its role is to stimulate thought, air ideas, and get beyond rhetoric and fixed positions. The results are always interesting and often unexpected. It may make you rethink or refine your ideas on censorship and free speech.
Junior high and senior high school students.
07-12.
	Ohio Media Resources

105881-North East Ohio Instructional Media Center 

	The Day They Came to Arrest the Book {videorecording}:   (VHS)  (47 min.)

The film brings the issues of freedom of speech and censorship into clear focus.
	Ohio Media Resources

000281-Southeastern Ohio Regional Library Center




MUSEUM WEBSITES FOR STUDENTS AND TEACHERS:  

The Museum of Broadcast Communications

http://www.museum.tv/archives/etv/C/htmlC/censorship/censorship.htm
The Mark Twain House and Museum

http://www.marktwainhouse.org/
International Museum of Women

The images are part of the 'Women of the World' exhibit. Curator Claudia Demonte asked women artists in 174 countries "what image represents woman?" The International Museum of Women later developed curriculum dividing the artistic images into five categories: Female Ideal, Women's Invisible Work made Visible, Circle of Life, Celebrating Women's Power and Women's' Rights are Human Rights. 
http://www.imow.org/education/workshop_curricula/curriculum?id=50
Smithsonian National Portrait Gallery       
This site includes more than 80,000 portrait records from the Catalog of American Portraits (CAP).  Specifically, the site features portraits of body shapes and sizes of women that span time.
http://www.npg.si.edu/
Walter’s Art Museum

This site includes collections of paintings and sculptures of women from the Renaissance and Baroque period as well as the 18th and 19th century.  
http://www.thewalters.org/works_of_art/worksofart_overview.aspx
Fort Walla Walla Museum

Walla Walla was a place mentioned frequently in the novel.  Fort Walla Walla Museum is located within the one-square-mile military reservation that served as Fort Walla Walla from the 1850s to the early 1900s. The Museum features a pioneer settlement complete with original buildings including a cabin built by Ransom Clark in the 1850s, the Union School built in 1867, a jail from Prescott, a barbershop, a railroad depot from Eureka Flats, and many other buildings. There are also five spacious exhibit halls filled with hundreds of exhibits featuring horse-era agriculture, pioneer life, and military history. Time magazine rated Fort Walla Walla Museum as one of 11 notable sites in the nation to experience the Lewis & Clark Expedition, and the National Park Service added its recognition in 2005. 
http://www.fortwallawallamuseum.org/
