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Description of Pathfinder:  This pathfinder list Museum Websites for students and teachers, additional websites, nonfiction books, media resources, INFOhio electronic resources, and print magazines related to the United States Constitution.  The goal was to provide a list of resources to assist teachers help students achieve the fifth grade indicator of explaining the significance of the U.S. Constitution.

Museum Websites for Students

America’s Founding Fathers Delegates to the Constitutional Convention. 2007. National Archives and Records Administration.  4 June 2007 <http://www.archives.gov/national-archives-experience/charters/constitution_founding_fathers.html>. This website includes biographies of all the delegates to the Constitutional Convention.  It includes pictures of each delegate and their professions.

Primary Documents in American History:  United States Constitution. 7 Sept. 2006. Library of Congress.  4 June 2007 <http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/Constitution.html>. Many primary documents that are included in the American Memory Historical Collection can be viewed from this website, including documents from the Continental Congress and the Constitutional Convention, George Washington’s Papers with marginal notes on the Constitution, Thomas Jefferson’s letters to James Madison expressing his opinion on the new Constitution.
Museum Websites for Teachers
Charters of Freedom, Constitution of the United States. 2007. National Archives and Records Administration.  4 June 2007 <http://www.archives.gov/national-archives-experience/charters/constitution.html>. The Constitution can be viewed in original form and transcript format, high resolution images can be downloaded, and all of the amendments can be viewed.  Links to additional resources can also be found.

Constitution Day Resources. 2007. Library of congress.  4 June 2007 <http://thomas.loc.gov/teachers/constitution.html>. This website contains links to primary resources including the Constitution and Bill of Rights, lesson plans, and books,  A great place for a teacher to plan lessons.

Interactive Constitution. 2007. National Constitution Center.  4 June 2007 <http://www.constitutioncenter.org/constitution/>. The Constitution can be searched by keyword, by one of over 300 topics, or by Supreme Court Case.  Each article and amendment can also be searched.

Our Documents, Constitution of the United States. 2007. National Archives and Records Administration.  4 June 2007 <http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=9>. The actual Constitution and typed transcript of the Constitution are located on this website. At this site, one can download pdf versions of the Constitution.

Additional Websites

“The Constitution of the United States of America.” Legal Information Institute, Cornell University Law School. Cornell U.  3 June 2007 <http://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/constitution.overview.html>. The full Constitution, in both hypertext and word-processor formats, can be purchased and downloaded for individual local use from the LII.

Mount, Steve. “The Constitution for Kids - Grades 4-7.” USConstitution.net. 2007.  3 June 2007 <http://www.usconstitution.net/constkids4.html>. There are three different websites for kids based on grade level: Kindergarten - Grade 3, Grades 4-7, Grades 8-12.  This site is for Grades 4-7.  There are also links to pictures of the constitution and kid-friendly explanations of each of the parts of the constitution.

Nonfiction Books

Banks, Joan. The U.S. Constitution. Philadelphia: Chelsea House, 2001. This book discusses the Constitutional Convention, Constitutional history, and Constitutional law.

Catrow, David. We the Kids: The Preamble of the Constitution of the United States. New York: Dial, 2002. An illustrated Preamble to the Constitution of the United States.  This book explains through the use of words and pictures what the words in the Preamble mean.

Fradin, Dennis B, and Michael McCurdy. The Founders: The 39 Stories behind the U.S. Constitution. New York: Walker, 2005. This book presents a collection of stories that explain the formation of the United States Constitution and the men that wrote it.  Good biographies on all the founders.

Fritz, Jean. Shh! We’re Writing the Constitution. New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1987. This book describes how the Constitution came to be written and ratified. It also includes the full text of the document produced by the Constitutional Convention of 1787.

Giesecke, Ernestine. National Government. Chicago: Heinemann Library, 2000. Introduces the purpose and function of national government, the significance of the Constitution, the three branches of government, how the government raises money, and how a bill becomes law.

Kelley, Brent P. James Madison: Father of the Constitution. Philadelphia: Chelsea House, 2001. This is a biography of the “Father of the Constitution” and fourth president of United States.  Many pictures, a glossary, chronology of  Madison’s life, a Revolutionary War timeline, and index are included.

Levy, Elizabeth. If You Were There When They Signed the Constitution. New York: Scholastic, 1992. An explanation of what our constitution is and its historical development.

Maestro, Betsy, and Giulio Maestro. A More Perfect Union. New York: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard, 1987. Describes how the Constitution was drafted and ratified.  Nice illustration help to tell the story.  An easy to read summary of the Articles of the Constitution is included as is a list of all of the signers by state.

Morris, Richard B. The Constitution. Minneapolis: Lerner, 1985. This book discusses the history of the Constitution and its impact on life in the United States.

Pearl, Norman. The U.S. Constitution. Minneapolis: Picture Window, 2007. This book contains sections called: What is the U.S. Constitution? The First Rules of the United States, Who Wrote the Constitution? Many Different Ideas, The Parts of the Constitution, The Constitution and You, and The Framers of the Constitution.

Price Hossell, Karen. The United States Constitution. Chicago: Heinemann, 2004. This book provides a history of the Constitution, explains each section including the Bill of Rights and subsequent amendments, and describes how historical documents such as this can be restored and preserved.

Prolman, Marilyn, and Robert Glaubke. The Story of the Constitution. Chicago: Childrens Press, 1969. This book describes the need for unification in a growing country and discusses the problems and decisions of the men who drafted the Constitution of the United States.

Spier, Peter. We the People: The Constitution of the United States. New York: Bantam Doubleday Dell, 1987. This book includes the text of the Constitution of the United States.  The Preamble is written in large letters across the book with many pictures that describe the words used in the Preamble.  Pictures of the all of the signers are also included in the back with a description of their states and job titles.

Media Resources

America Rock. 1995. Videocassette. ABC Video, 1995. The Preamble of the Constitution is set to music.

The Birth of the Constitution. 1995. Videocassette. Paramount, Originally produced for television in 1988. Charlie Brown and his friends try to help the founding fathers to compose the Constitution.

Founding of Our Federal Government. 2001. Videocassette. 100% Educational Videos, 2001. This 20-minute video describes the writing of the Declaration of Independence and then the Constitution of the United States.  Students will recognize the significance of the Constitution and learn of the changes to the Constitution.

Our Federal Government: The Supreme Court. 1993. Videocassette. Rainbow Educational Video, 1993. This program concentrates on personal freedoms granted by the Constitution that people have had to defend.

Saving the National Treasures. 2003. DVD. WGBH Boston Video, 2005. This program shows the five-year project that is underway to save The Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights that are literally fading away.

United States Constitution. 1996. Videocassette. Schlessinger Video, 1996. Part of a 12-volume set called American History for Children.  Each volume contains brightly colored graphics and animations, live action portrayals of historic figures, stories told from a child’s point of view and sing-along songs with on-screen lyrics.  This volume tells the story of the Constitution, the lives of George Washington and Benjamin Franklin, and the Great Seal of the United States.

INFOhio Electronic Resources

 “Constitution Crossword Challenge.” Weekly Reader - 4 16 Sept. 2005: 6+. SIRS Discoverer. ProQuest. INFOhio. 4 June 2007 <http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/discoweb/disco/do/article?urn=urn%3Asirs%3AUS%3BARTICLE%3BART%3B0000220432>. This is a U.S. Constitution crossword puzzle activity.  Background and resource information and a writing activity are included.

McCormack, Fiona. “We the People.” Scholastic News 4 12 Sept. 2005: 4+. SIRS Discoverer. ProQuest. INFOhio - Ohio. 4 June 2007 <http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/discoweb/disco/do/article?urn=urn%3Asirs%3AUS%3BARTICLE%3BART%3B0000238749>. This article discusses September 17 - Constitution Day.  Learn more about the Constitution, creation of the Constitution, and the division of the federal government’s powers in this article.  Background and resource information and activities are included.

Magazines

Ritzenthaler, Mary Lynn, and Kitty Nicholson. “A New Home for the Charters.” Cobblestone Sept. 2003: 26-28. This article discusses the special containers that house The Declaration of Independence and US Constitution and details that have been used to preserve and repair these documents.


