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Ohio Academic Content Standards:

History: D.  Connect developments related to World War I with the onset of World War II. 

History:  F.  Identify major historical patterns in the domestic affairs of the United States during the 20th century and explain their significance.

Geography:  A.  Analyze the cultural, physical, economic and political characteristics that define regions and describe reasons that regions change over time.

Geography:  B.  Analyze geographic changes brought about by human activity using appropriate maps and other geographic data. 

Government:  B.  Analyze the differences among various forms of government to determine how power is acquired and used.

Citizenship Rights and Responsibilities:  A.  Analyze ways people achieve governmental change, including political action, social protest and revolution.

Specific Topic With Explanation:

A major focus in social studies and language arts is how the world changed following the First World War.  The 1920s and 1930s were decades filled with social, political, cultural, and economic upheaval.  Many European nations as well as the United States underwent drastic changes in the economy and the role of the government.  Cultural and social patterns of these decades are closely tied to economic factors:  in Europe, the era was characterized by economic depression and the rise of fascism and socialism.  In the United States, the 1920s were quite prosperous followed by the worst economic times the nation has ever experienced.  The goal of this pathfinder is to help teachers and students have a better understanding of the Post WWI Era.  The librarian will be focusing on technology and the language arts teacher will be focusing on literature and art from the era.  Using the provided pathfinder, students and teachers will be able to access a variety of resources about the Post WWI Era.  The pathfinder includes online materials, books, museums and other resources.  Many of the resources can be accessed by students and teachers from school or home.
Museum Websites For Students:

Museum of American Heritage - http://www.moah.org/  Showcases the inventions and technology of the 19th and 20th centuries, including an example of an American kitchen in the 1920s.

The London Transport Museum - http://www.ltmuseum.co.uk/tfl/collections/guide/london-1920s.aspx  The London Transport Museum’s website features information about London in the 1920s and 1930s.  

National World War I Museum at Liberty Memorial - http://www.theworldwar.org  This museum has many artifacts, photographs, art, and narratives of the Great War and its aftermath. 

Museum Websites For Teachers:

Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum - http://www.guggenheim.org  Currently has an exhibit on Modernity in Central Europe, 1918-1945.

Smithsonian Education - http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/index.html  Over 1500 Smithsonian educational resources; search by standards, grade level and subject level. 

The Getty Museum -http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/classroom_resources/index.html  The Getty Museum’s website has lesson plans for teachers to use in their classroom that involve artistic and cultural themes of the 1920s and 1930s.  

The National Museum of American History - http://historyexplorer.americanhistory.si.edu/  This website is for teachers and provides teachers with a myriad of lesson plans for any era, including the 1920s and 1930s.  

Books (Non-Fiction):

Blum, G. P. (1998).  The rise of fascism in Europe. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press. This book details the rise of fascism in Germany, Italy, and Spain.


Bobek, M. (2005).  1930s. Prescott, AZ : Eldorado Ink.  This comprehensive book gives an overview of the 1930s including the rise of Nazism and the Great Depression. 


Lindop, E. & Goldstein, M. J.(2010).  America in the 1920s. Minneapolis, Minn.: Twenty-First Century Books.  This book gives information about the 1920s with many photographs.

McEvoy, A. (2009).  The 1920s and 1930s. New York, NY: Chelsea House.  This book is geared toward teenagers and gives information about costumes and fashion.

Piers, B. (2000).  The dark valley : a panorama of the 1930s. New York : Knopf : Distributed by Random House.  This book is filled with photography and information about events that occurred all over the world in the 1930s.  

Media Resources:

Bartoletti, S. C. (2006).  Hitler Youth : [growing up in Hitler's shadow] / [sound recording].  New York: Random House/Listening Library.  These are stories of young Germans devoting their lives to the Hitler Youth. 

BMG Music (1994).  Billboard pop memories, the 1920s [sound recording]. 

Los Angeles, Calif.: Rhino/BMG Direct/RCA Special Products.  This album celebrates music of the 1920s.  

Discovery Education. (2005). Dancers doing the Charleston in the 1920s. [Image]. Available from http://www.discoveryeducation.com/.  This one minute clip shows people doing the Charleston.  

Discovery Education. (2005). Women workers in the 1920s. [Image]. Available from http://www.discoveryeducation.com/.  This video explores the role in women in the workforce.

Isaacs, J.. (Producer), & Ragget, H. (Director).  (1980). A New Germany : 1933-1939 [videorecording].  United States:  Thorn EMI Video. The conditions that let to the rise of Hitler and the Nazis are explored in this videorecording.  

Sony (1994).  The swing years. Vol. 1 [sound recording]. New York, N.Y. : Sony Music Special Products.  This sound recording features popular swing music from the 1930s. 

WPA Film Library . (1998). History in Focus: 1920-1929 [Full Video]. Available from http://www.discoveryeducation.com/.  This film contains 6 short segments about the 1920s.

Reference and/or Professional Resources:

The Economic History of the 20th Century - http://econ161.berkeley.edu/tceh/slouch_restoring11.html  This website gives extensive coverage about the post WWI economy and how European countries could restore their economies.

Post WWI Recession - http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h1362.html  This website gives information about the post war recession in the US from 1920-1921

Effects of WWI -http://www.pvhs.chico.k12.ca.us/~bsilva/projects/great_war/effects.htm  This website tells about the various governmental effects of WWI on European nations

Maps of Europe After the First World War - http://users.erols.com/mwhite28/post-ww1.htm This website provides a map of post war Europe and highlights the territorial changes due to the war.

Timelines of the World from 1918-1949 - http://worldatwar.net/timeline/index.html The world at war website gives timelines on European issues from WWI through WWII.

Europe in the Age of Autocracy - http://worldatwar.net/article/autocracy/index.html  This website gives an overview of every European government between WWI and WWII.

The Age of Anxiety: Europe in the 1920s - http://www.historyguide.org/europe/lecture8.html This website has two online lectures about European nations in the 1920s.

Postwar Unrest - http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/H/1994/ch9_p4.htm This website discusses postwar Europe and the United States.

Aftermath - http://www.aftermathww1.com/index.asp  This website details the accounts of soldiers and civilians their lives following the Great War.

African American Odyssey: WWI and Postwar Society -  http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart7.html  This website gives information about African Americans in the United States in the post war era.

Foundations of the Modern State and Society 1918-1929 - http://iweb.tntech.edu/kosburn/history-202/modernity.htm This website traces elements of modern society that first originated following the Great War.

Parent Corner - http://school.discoveryeducation.com/parents/ This website has links to homework helpers, puzzles, and other activities; users can search through many content areas.

Lesson Planet - http://www.lessonplanet.com/  This website has over 65 lesson plans for teachers to use involving the Post WWI Era.  

American History 1930-1939 - http://kclibrary.lonestar.edu/decade30.html This website for students gives a comprehensive overview of the 1930s from politics to art and culture.

The Great Depression - http://www.42explore2.com/depresn.htm This website for teachers and students provides differentiated lesson plans with links for additional research.

Free at Last? - http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/hist/freeatlast/  This website examines race relations in the US between 1918-1968.  It is geared toward students and includes quizzes for them to check their understanding.  

