The Holocaust through Literature
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Ohio Academic Content Standards:  
Grade 9 - Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text

Benchmark A. Apply reading comprehension strategies to understand 
grade-appropriate text.

Benchmark D. Explain and analyze how an author appeals to an audience 
and develops an argument or viewpoint in text.

Benchmark E. Utilize multiple sources pertaining to a singular topic to 
critique the various ways authors develop their ideas (e.g., treatment, 
scope and organization).

Specific Topic with Explanation:  The Holocaust through Literature

Students will experience the Holocaust through Literature.  They will live vicariously through the stories, diaries, poems, etc. of those that were there.    

Dewey Call Number: 
940.5318 
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Subject Headings:

Holocaust, Jewish

Wiesel, Elie
Personal narratives, Jewish

Graphic Novel
Children of Holocaust Survivors, biography

Description of Pathfinder:


This pathfinder is designed to provide access to the Holocaust through real stories from real people.  Voices of holocaust survivors and voices of some who perished will be read, watched, and heard as students learn from the people of the holocaust.  Along with the content standards, empathy will be taught through this pathfinder.
Museum Websites:  

The Anne Frank House

www.annefrank.org

This museum is located in Amsterdam and is in the former hiding place of 
Anne Frank.  Virtual Displays are available online.

The Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and Museum

www.auschwitz.org

The Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum was created by an act of Polish 
Parliament on July 2, 1947, and includes the grounds of two extant parts 
of the Auschwitz I and Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camps.

The Center for Holocaust & Humanity Education
www.holocaustandhumanity.org

Mapping Our Tears is an interactive environmental theater keeping alive 
testimonies from World War II and the Holocaust.
The Florida Holocaust Museum

www.fholocaustmuseum.org

This museum honors the memory of millions if innocent men, women, and 
children who suffered or died in the Holocaust. 
The Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage
www.maltzjewishmuseum.org

Opened in 2005, The Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage joins an elite 
group of world-class institutions as a living testament to the courage and 
achievements of Cleveland’s Jewish community. The stories of individuals 
and families - past and present - come to life through state-of-the-art 
exhibitions, interactive and films, oral histories, photographs and artifacts.
The New England Holocaust Museum, Boston
www.nehm.com

The New England Holocaust Memorial was built to foster memory of and 
reflection on one of the great tragedies of our time, the Holocaust (Shoah).

The Simon Wiesenthal Center/ Museum of Tolerance    

www.museumoftolerance.com  


An international museum focusing on the defense of human rights.  
Permanent exhibits and resources include Holocaust remembrance.

The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

www.ushmm.org

Website of the national museum located in Washington DC.  Features 
extensive education tools for teachers as well as online activities for 
students.  Online exhibits and tours are included.    

Witness & Legacy: Contemporary Art about the Holocaust (Minnesota Museum of American Art) http://sunsite.utk.edu/neighborhoods/witness/index.html

Exhibition of recent Holocaust art by 23 American artists.
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Reference and/or Professional Resources:  

Gorrrell, Nancy.  English Journal. “Teaching the Holocaust: Light form the Yellow 
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Contribution of the Jewish People to World Civilization and

History?: A Survey of Leading Literature Anthologies and Reading 
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Teaching about the Holocaust: A Resource Book for Educators. United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington, DC., n.d. 
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Media Resources:

Fortunoff Video Archive for Holocaust Testimonies (Yale University)

http://www.library.yale.edu/testimonies/homepage.html

Holocaust Survivor Testimony Project. Videocassette. Vancouver Holocaust 
Center, 1993.
Life Is Beautiful (rated PG-13; 1998)

Never Again, I Hope. Videocassette. Surviving Generations of the Holocaust, 
1992.

One Survivor Remembers. Videocassette. HBO and the United States Holocaust 
Museum, 1995.
Survivors: Testimonies of the Holocaust. CD-ROM. Maxell. 1998.
Uprising (unrated; 2001)

World at War: The Holocaust (unrated; 2001)

Electronic Resources:  

http://remember.org/jacobs/index.html


This site offers photographs of the Auschwitz/Birkenau camp.
http://www.annefrank.com/1_students.htm


This site centers on the life of Anne Frank and includes downloadable 
resources.
http://www.eliewieselfoundation.org/

This site is dedicated to the foundation created by Elie Wiesel and his wife 
to combat indifference, intolerance and injustice through international 
dialogue and youth-focused programs that promote acceptance, 
understanding and equality and is rooted in the memory of the Holocaust.
http://www.english.upenn.edu/~afilreis/Holocaust/holhome.html

This site offers an extensive guide to online resources regarding the 
Literature of the Holocaust, maintained by Professor Al Filreis.
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/holo.html


This site provides links to various topics of the Holocaust.
