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Topic: The Artwork of Leo Lionni
This pathfinder provides resources devoted to a holistic approach to unit exploring the artwork of Leo Lionni for the elementary art room.  These references provide access to information regarding Lionni and his work as well as information concerning picture book artwork and artists.
Professional Resource Web Sites:

Students can learn about artists who inspired Lionni and can also visually respond to a series of questions

http://www.mermaidtheatre.ns.ca/onTour/leoLionni/Leo_Lionni_SG/lionni.htm
This site is a Powerpoint presentation that could be shown in class by the teacher or read independently by older elementary students.

http://www.sjc.edu/rchatel/authorstudy/Leo%20Lionni/Leo%20Lionni%20author%20study.ppt
This site offers a lesson plan based in collage with tissue paper and liquid starch.  The end result is somewhat similar to Lionni’s collage work.
http://teachers.westport.k12.ct.us/artsmarts/Projects/Leo%20Lionni%20Collage.htm
This bio from the AIGA, The Professional Association for Design is very thorough.

http://www.aiga.org/content.cfm/medalist-leolionni 

UNC School of Information and Library Science gives an illustrator comparison of Eric Carle and Lionni that the older elementary student could independently read.

http://www.ils.unc.edu/courses/2007_spring/inls890_087/lionniandcarle.html 

100 Years of Leo Lionni.  This is a very kid-friendly site that explores the life and work of Lionni.

http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/lionni/index.php 

Students can find many examples of picture book illustrators’ professional portfolios at this database web site.

http://www.picturebookartists.org/ 

Students can find many examples of picture book illustrators’ professional portfolios at this database web site.

http://www.childrensillustrators.com/ 
Students can learn about artists who inspired Lionni and can also visually respond to a series of questions

http://www.mermaidtheatre.ns.ca/onTour/leoLionni/Leo_Lionni_SG/lionni.htm
Children’s book author illustrator Dav Pilkey’s web site is kid-friendly and can act as another author illustrator with which to find similarities and differences.

http://www.pilkey.com/ 

At the Caldecott Medal Homepage, teachers can expose students to award-winning children’s book illustrators.

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/caldecottmedal/caldecottmedal.cfm 
Museum Web Sites (For Students):

Students can read about successful graphic designer Alan Fletcher and how one of his designs was commissioned for a cover of Fortune magazine when  Lionni was its art director. 

http://designmuseum.org/design/alan-fletcher
International Museum of Collage, Assemblage and Construction.

http://collagemuseum.com/index.html 

MOMA’s display of Lionni’s designs from the 1940’s.  These artworks are stand-alone works that are not associated with children’s literature.

http://www.moma.org/collection/artist.php?artist_id=3562 

“Destination Modern Art”. This is an interactive virtual tour of the MOMA for students ages 5-8.  Before creating children’s books, Lionni was part of the Modern Art movement.

http://www.moma.org/interactives/destination/# 

The National Gallery of Art Kids Art Zone has various interactive artmaking activities including one called “Collage Machine”.  This can be related to the collage-work of Lionni.

http://www.nga.gov/kids/zone/ 

The Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art has a very kid-friendly web site.  Students can read about a past exhibit of Lionni’s picture book art.

http://www.carlemuseum.org/Exhibitions/Past_Exhibitions 

Students can view galleries at the Museum of Kids Art’s web site and compare and contrast artwork created for art’s sake and artwork created to help tell a story.
http://www.museumofkidsart.org/Home_Page.html 
Museum Web Sites (For Teachers):
This site offers a lesson plan about visual texture that relate’s Eric Carle’s work to Lionni’s.

http://www.carlemuseum.org/Resources/Activities/Exploring_Collage 
This teacher packet from the Castellani Art Museum of Niagra University includes standards connections.

http://www.castellaniartmuseum.org/assets/docs/LeoLionniTeacherpacket.pdf
University of Findlay’s Maaza Museum: International Art from Picture Book’s Guide for Educators.

http://www.findlay.edu/offices/resources/mazza/studenteducation/aboutschooltours/educatorguide 
The National Center for Children’s Illustrated Literature’s Museum web site offers contact information for teacher resources.

http://www.nccil.org/museum/index.htm 
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