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OHIO ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARDS:

1. Grade 3 –Social Studies-History Benchmark C: Explain how new developments led to the growth of the United States. 3. Describe changes in the community over time including changes in: 3d. Employment; 3f. Transportation;
2. Grade 3 –Social Studies-People in Societies-Benchmark B: Explain the reasons people from various cultural groups came to North America and the consequences of their interactions with each other. 3. Describe settlement patterns or various cultural groups within the local community.
3. Grade 3 – Social Studies-Geography-Benchmark D: Analyze ways that transportation and communication relate to patterns of settlement and economic activity. 8. Identify systems of transportation used to move people and products and systems of communication used to move ideas from place to place.

4. Grade 5 – Social Studies-History-Benchmark C: Explain how new developments led to the growth of the United States. 6. Explain the impact of settlement, industrialization and transportation on the expansion of the United States.

5. Grade 5 – Social Studies and Methods-Benchmark A: Obtain information from a variety of primary and secondary sources using the component parts of the source. 1. Obtain information from a variety of print and electronic sources and analyze its reliability including: a. Accuracy of facts; b. Credentials of the source.
SPECIFIC TOPIC:  The Transcontinental Railroad
This pathfinder contains information pertaining to America’s westward expansion and the rush to move west, specifically the Transcontinental Railroad. Included in this pathfinder are resources providing information about the laborers and their way of life during the construction of the railroad, materials and timeline and the people and politics involved. This expansive project of connecting the east and the west was fueled by events such as the Gold Rush and the development of steam engines used in locomotives.
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Subject Headings:
Central Pacific Railroad Company

Chinese – United States

Civil Engineering- United States- History

Manifest Destiny

Railroad Construction Workers – History – United States – 19th Century

Railroads – History - Sierra Nevada Mountains

Railroad museums – United States

Railroads – Trains – History

Railroad travel – United States

Union Pacific Railroad Company

United States-Territorial Expansion-Maps for Children

West (U.S.) - History

BOOKS- FICTION

Durbin, William C. The Journal of Sean Sullivan. New York: Scholastic, 1999.
In 1867, fifteen-year old Sean experiences both hardships and rewards when he joins his father in working on the building of the Transcontinental Railroad.
Yin. Coolies. New York: Philomel Books, 2001.
A young boy hears the story of his great-great-grandfather and his brother who came to the United States to make a better life for themselves helping to build the Transcontinental Railroad.
Yup, Laurence. Dragon’s Gate. New York: Scholastic, 1995, c1993.

A fifteen-year-old Chinese boy joins his father and uncle in California where they are working in the Transcontinental Railroad by building a tunnel through the Sierra Nevada Mountains in 1867.
BOOKS- NON-FICTION
Anderson, Peter. The Transcontinental Railroad. New York: Children’s Press, Inc., 1996.

The history of the Central Pacific and Union Pacific railroad companies’ efforts to span the continent.
Blashfield, Jean F. The Transcontinental Railroad. Minneapolis: Compass Point Books, 2002.
From the “We the People” series, this book contains a glossary, a timeline and lists important people.  This book also talks about The Pacific Railroad Act, which gave land to both railroad lines.  For every 1 mile of track laid, each railroad company was given 6,400 acres of land.
Blumberg, Rhoda. Full Steam Ahead: The Race to Build a Transcontinental Railroad. Washington D.C.: National Geographic Society, 1996.
This book describes Theodore Judah’s (“Crazy Judah”) idea to build the railroad and the forming of the “Big Four” businessmen (Collis Huntington, Leland Stanford, Charles Crocker, and Mark Hopkins). They named their company the Central Pacific Railroad Company.
Burger, James P. The Transcontinental Railroad.  New York: The Rosen Publishing Group, 2002.

Details the reasons for building the railroad, the “Big Four” who joined together to build, the laborers, boomtowns, Native Americans, and the Golden Spike.  Includes biographical references and index.  Also has suggested websites.
Evans, Clark J. The Central Pacific Railroad. New York: Children’s Press, 2003.
Discusses the 1860s construction of the Central Pacific Railroad, or Transcontinental Railroad, and the financial backers and workers involved in this project that reduced coast-to-coast travel from over one hundred days to six. 

Fine, Jil. The Transcontinental Railroad: Tracks Across America.  New York: Children’s Press, 2005.

This book contains the history of the building of the railroad, the people involved and has websites listed in the back of the book.

Halpern, Monica. Railroad Fever, Building the Transcontinental Railroad 1830 – 1870. Washington D.C.: National Geographic, 2003.

This book divides the chapters nicely in the history of the railroad, those involved in the building and the way of life for these people. Also includes a glossary and index.

Henrichs, Ann. Utah. Chanhassen, MN. : Child’s World, c2006.

This book is an overview on the state of Utah that describes the state’s history, agriculture, industries, cultural and tourist attractions. The Golden Spike at Promontory is featured as a historic spot.
Houghton, Gillian. The Transcontinental Railroad: A Primary Source History of America’s First Coast-to-Coast Railroad. New York: Rosen Publishing Group, 2003.

Describes the people, circumstances, and events surrounding the building of the railway system across the continent in the mid-nineteenth century.

Rach, Julie. The Transcontinental Railroad. Broomall, Pennsylvania: Mason Crest Publishers, 2003.
Describes the beginnings of the railroad, the Pacific Railroad Act signed by President Abraham Lincoln in 1862, the Pacific Railroad Act of 1864, which gave railroads the money to pay for construction and the race to build the tracks by The Central Pacific Railroad and The Union Pacific Railroad.
Soloman, Brian. Trains of the Old West. New York: Metro Books, 1998.

This source has great pictures, descriptions and details some of the first trains to travel on the Transcontinental Railroad, goes into detail about Theodore Judah and the Big Four and how the building began.

Stein, R. Conrad. The Story of the Golden Spike. Chicago: Children’s Press, 1978.

Relates the events surrounding the completion of the world’s first transcontinental railroad at Promontory, Utah, in 1869.

Sullivan, George. Built to Last: Building America’s Amazing Bridges, Dams, Tunnels, and Skyscrapers. New York: Scholastic Nonfiction, c.2005.

This book profiles seventeen architectural and engineering achievements spanning over two centuries, including the Brooklyn Bridge, the Transcontinental Railroad, and the U.S. Interstate Highway System.
Uschan, Michael V. The Transcontinental Railroad. Milwaukee, Wisconsin: World Almanac Library, 2004.

Discusses the history of railroad in the United States, focusing on the construction of the Transcontinental Railroad.  Includes relevant historical quotations, bibliographical references and index.
Young, Robert. The Transcontinental Railroad, America at its best? Parsippany, NJ: Dillon Press, 1997.
Examines the building of the Transcontinental Railroad and discusses more of the politics involved.  There were widespread prejudices against the Chinese.  One misconception was that they were thought to not be strong enough to build railroads.  This book also details the funding of the railroad and business changes that took place along the way.
INFOHIO ELECTRONIC RESOURCES

www.infohio.org      

Resources Grades K-5- Kids Search- Grades 3-5
Several full text abstracts on The Transcontinental Railroad, trains and transportation, “Crazy” Judah and the Pacific Railway.
MEDIA RESOURCES

Melendez, Bill and Mendelson, Lee.  This is America, Charlie Brown [videorecording]. Hollywood, CA : Paramount Home Entertainment, [2006], c1998.

Contains the building of the Transcontinental Railroad.

America’s First Transcontinental Railroad [videorecording].  Dir. Christopher Lewis. Falls Church, VA.: Landmark Media, c1998.
This video, part of the series: American History for Kids presents the story of the Union Pacific and Central Pacific Railroads efforts to build the country’s first transcontinental railroad.
MUSEUM WEBSITES 
California State Railroad Museum
http://www.csrmf.org
Information on the Transcontinental Railroad, railroads in California, and the Gold Rush.

Central Pacific Railroad Photographic History Museum
http://www.cprr.org/
This site features historical pictures and the role of Central Pacific Railroad in the building of the Transcontinental Railroad. 
Collis Huntington Historical Society/ Railroad Museum
http://www.newrivertrain.com/museum.shtml
Museum Of American Railroad
http://www.dallasrailwaymuseum.com/collection.html
Look under collections for the Union Pacific “Big Boy” locomotive and other trains.

WEBSITES

American Experience: Transcontinental Railroad

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/tcrr/ 
This is based on the PBS film, Transcontinental Railroad, has interactive activities and information on the railroad including a timeline and people and events. 
A teacher’s guide is also available.

Eyewitness to History

http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/goldenspike.htm
Driving the Golden Spike

Golden Spike National Historic Site
http://www.nps.gov/archive/gosp/home.html
Official site of the national park located at the spot where the Golden Spike ceremony was held in 1869.

Hot Spring County School District
www.hotsprings.k12.wy.us/railroad/index.htm
Site is packed full of information that is easy for a student to navigate through with topic buttons.  Topics such as the construction, Chinese labor, railroad towns and the U.S. Government.  
Leland Stanford
http://www.usdreams.com/Stanford10.html
Union Pacific Railroad Photo Gallery
http://www.uprr.com/aboutup/photos/index.shtml
Who Made America? Theodore Dehone Judah

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/theymadeamerica/whomade/judah_lo.html
Gives a short background on Theodore Judah, prophet of the Transcontinental Railroad, who did not live to see the completion. 

REFERENCE/ PROFESSIONAL RESOURCES

Ambrose, Stephen E. Nothing Like It In The World, The Men Who Built The Transcontinental Railroad 1863 - 1869. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2000.

This book is more comprehensive history that would beneficial if more details are desired.  Contains a great picture section halfway through the book.

Bain, David Haward. Empire Express, Building the First Transcontinental Railroad.   New York: Penguin Group, 1999.

This book is more comprehensive for detail on the building of the Transcontinental Railroad.  Contains an extensive index, notes, and bibliography.
Favor, Lesli. J. A Historical Atlas of America’s Manifest Destiny. New York: Rosen Publishing Group, c2005.
Children’s Atlas
WEBSITE TEACHER RESOURCES
PBS.org

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/iron/teachers.html
Download a free teacher’s guide for teaching about the Transcontinental Railroad.

This guide is based on the American Experience film, The Iron Road. 
Shop PBS
www.shoppbs.org
Search American Experience: Transcontinental Railroad to find this DVD available for $24.99.  This film is 120 minutes long, produced in 2002 and features a Teacher’s guide.


*All websites were last successfully retrieved on June 3, 2007.
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