Spotlight on Artists

An Art and Literacy Project

Name:  Judith Jones

Other members of partnership:  Joan Roberts, Mary K. Rosner, Diane Keenan
School/City:  St. Brendan School/Hilliard
Workshop location:  Columbus Museum of Art
Grade level:  5th
Subject areas:  Language Arts

Ohio Academic Content Standards as follows:

	Language Arts – Reading



	04 -07 Benchmark
	B. 
Recognize the difference between cause and effect and fact and opinion to analyze text. 



	Y2003.CER.S04.G04-07.BB.L05.I02


	
	02. 

Identify, distinguish between and explain examples of cause and effect in informational text. 




	

	4 -07 Benchmark
	C. 
Explain how main ideas connect to each other in a variety of sources. 



	Y2003.CER.S04.G04-07.BC.L05.I03


	
	03. 

Compare important details about a topic, using different sources of information, including books, magazines, newspapers and online resources. 




	

	04 -07 Benchmark
	F. 
Determine the extent to which a summary accurately reflects the main idea, critical details and underlying meaning of original text. 



	Y2003.CER.S04.G04-07.BF.L05.I04


	
	04. 

Summarize the main ideas and supporting details. 




	

	04 -07 Benchmark
	A. 
Use text features and graphics to organize, analyze and draw inferences from content and to gain additional information. 



	Y2003.CER.S04.G04-07.BA.L05.I05


	
	05. 

Analyze information found in maps, charts, tables, graphs and diagrams. 




	

	04 -07 Benchmark
	E. 
Explain the treatment, scope and organization of ideas from different texts to draw conclusions about a topic. 



	Y2003.CER.S04.G04-07.BE.L05.I06


	
	06. 

Clarify steps in a set of instructions or procedures for proper sequencing and completeness and revise if necessary 




	

	04 -07 Benchmark
	B. 
Recognize the difference between cause and effect and fact and opinion to analyze text. 



	Y2003.CER.S04.G04-07.BB.L05.I07


	
	07. 

Analyze the difference between fact and opinion. 




Language Arts – Writing

	

	05-07 Benchmark
	D. 
Produce informational essays or reports that convey a clear and accurate perspective and support the main ideas with facts, details, examples and explanations. 



	05-07 Benchmark
	A. 
Formulate open-ended research questions suitable for inquiry and investigation and develop a plan for gathering information. 



	Y2003.CEW.S04.G05-07.BA.L05.I01


	
	01. 

Generate a topic, assigned or personal interest, and open-ended questions for research and develop a plan for gathering information. 




	

	05-07 Benchmark
	B. 
Locate and summarize important information from multiple sources. 



	Y2003.CEW.S04.G05-07.BB.L05.I02


	
	02. 

Locate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources (e.g., school library catalogs, online databases, electronic resources and Internet-based resources). 




	

	05-07 Benchmark
	C. 
Organize information in a systemic way. 



	Y2003.CEW.S04.G05-07.BC.L05.I03


	
	03. 

Identify important information found in sources and paraphrase the findings in a systematic way (e.g., notes, outlines, charts, tables or graphic organizers). 



	Y2003.CEW.S04.G05-07.BC.L05.I04

	04. 

Compare and contrast important findings and select sources to support central ideas, concepts and themes 




	

	05-07 Benchmark
	D. 
Acknowledge quoted and paraphrased information and document sources used. 



	Y2003.CEW.S04.G05-07.BD.L05.I05


	
	05. 

Define plagiarism and acknowledge sources of information. 




	

	05-07 Benchmark
	E. 
Communicate findings orally, visually and in writing or through multimedia. 



	Y2003.CEW.S04.G05-07.BE.L05.I06


	
	06. 

Use a variety of communication techniques, including oral, visual, written or multimedia reports, to present information gathered. 




Language Arts – Oral and visual presentations

	05-07 Benchmark
	C. 
Vary language choice and use effective presentation techniques, including voice modulation and enunciation. 



	Y2003.CEW.S05.G05-07.BC.L05.I05


	
	Speaking Skills and Strategies 

05. 

Demonstrate an understanding of the rules of the English language and select language appropriate to purpose and audience. 



	Y2003.CEW.S05.G05-07.BC.L05.I06

	Speaking Skills and Strategies 

06. 

Use clear diction, pitch, tempo and tone, and adjust volume and tempo to stress important ideas. 



	Y2003.CEW.S05.G05-07.BC.L05.I07

	Speaking Skills and Strategies 

07. 

Adjust speaking content according to the needs of the situation, setting and audience. 



	

	05-07 Benchmark
	E. 
Present ideas in a logical sequence and use effective introductions and conclusions that guide and inform a listener's understanding of key ideas. 



	Y2003.CEW.S05.G05-07.BE.L05.I08


	
	Speaking Skills and Strategies 

08. 

Deliver informational presentations (e.g., expository, research) that: 

· demonstrate an understanding of the topic and present events or ideas in a logical sequence; 

· support the main idea with relevant facts, details, examples, quotations, statistics, stories and anecdotes; 

· organize information, including a clear introduction, body and conclusion and follow common organizational structures when appropriate (e.g., cause-effect, compare-contrast); 

· use appropriate visual materials (e.g., diagrams, charts, illustrations) and available technology; and 

· draw from several sources and identify sources used. 




Specific topic:  “Spotlight on Artists” is a multi-modal project designed to integrate the research and expressive – both “artistic” and written – abilities of fifth graders. Topics are approached through an inquiry-based research model, but typically include study of the personal life of each master artist; artistic influences; and an exploration of the everlasting quality of his or her work.  With this foundation of “informed creativity”, students express their knowledge through poetry, a letter to the artist, text blocks that are summaries of the primary research topics, and a reproduction of a masterpiece using materials similar to those used by the artist.

Dewey numbers:

Student resources…

Art


700

Art, American

709.73

Art, History

709.03

Art, Modern

709.03 and 709.04

Art, Renaissance
709.02

Artists


700.92

Professional resources…

Language Arts



372.6

Written and spoken expression
372.62

Subject headings:

Teaching methods and pedagogy, Juvenile biography, art history and art styles.

Websites for students:

National Gallery of Art – NGA Classroom is a comprehensive source of information on hundreds of artists.  

The Metropolitan Museum of Art – Works of Art/Explore and Learn are features that guide children through masters and their work, as well as in-depth presentations of artists work, e.g. Cezanne.

National Portrait Gallery – a unique site that highlights a historic connection between artists and their subjects.
Library of Congress – for Kids & Families/America’s Story from America’s Library provides a different take on select American artists.

American Masters Database of Visual Artists

Higher-level readers can delve into text and images of select artists. 

Websites for teachers:

ArtsEdge  - This Kennedy Center site offers a lesson plan for “Art Show with the Masters.”

ReadWriteThink/NCTE – Art and literacy lesson plans highlight the use of descriptive language.

Books and Audio-visual items

Cain, Michael. Mary Cassatt. New York:  Chelsea House Publishing.  1989.

Traces the life and career of the American painter who was a member of the French impressionist movement of the late 1800's.

Domeniconi, David.  M is for Masterpiece:  An Art Alphabet.  Chelsea, M.I.:  Sleeping Bear Press.  2006.  

While introducing readers to famous artists, mediums, tools, and techniques, this A-Z pictorial uses simple poetry to introduce topics such as color, Easter Island, impressionism, Frida Kahlo, and landscape. Each letter topic also includes detailed expository text.

Gherman, Beverly.  Norman Rockwell:  Storyteller with a Brush.  New York:  Atheneum Books for Young Readers.  1999.

Describes the life and work of the popular American artist who depicted both traditional and contemporary subjects, including children, family scenes, astronauts, and the poor.

“Great artists” – transparencies for use on an overhead

Langley, Andrew.  DaVinci and His Times.  New York:  DK Publishing.  2006.  

A biography of the master artist of the Renaissance.

Markel, Michelle.  Dreamer from the Village: the Story of Marc Chagall.  New York:  H. Holt Publishing.  2004.

Chronicles the life of Marc Chagall, a celebrated twentieth-century artist who was born in Russia.

Nilsen, Anna.  The Great Art Scandal.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin.  2003.

A mystery story, an introduction to modern art and a detection game all in one.

Professional resources:

Calkins, Lucy McCormick.  The Art of Teaching Writing.  Portsmouth, N.H.:  Heinemann Publishers.  1994.  

In this new edition, there are new chapters on assessment, thematic studies, writing throughout the day, reading/writing relationships, publication, curriculum development, nonfiction writing and home/school connections. 

Jensen, Eric.  Teaching with the Brain in Mind.  Alexandria, Va.:  Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.  1998.

Discusses how to improve student achievement and create a more effective classroom by applying brain research to teaching.

Sousa, Jean.  A Guide to Looking at Art:  Faces, Places and Inner Spaces.  New York:  Harry N. Abrams, Inc.  2006.

	Examining "faces" in art can help us discover how people from different cultures 
and times have seen themselves. By looking at "places", landscapes tell us about where we live.  Looking at how artists express inner spaces is revealing of thoughts and feelings.   
	


InfoOhio Electronic Resources:

Aligning Resources to the Ohio Content Standards/InfoOhio

The Art Collection/InfoOhio

Media Resources:

Alexander Calder:  Calder’s Universe.  VHS.  Kultur, 30 mins.

O’Keeffe:  Women in Art.  VHS.  Home Vision, 1977. 60 mins.

Realia:

The art print collection at Upper Arlington Public Library includes:

John James Audobon’s “Snowy Heron”

Romare Bearden’s “Soul History”

Leonardo DaVinci’s “The Last Supper”

Joan Miro’s “Cyphers and Constellations in Love with a Woman”

Pierre Auguste Renoir’s “On the Terrace”

Faith Ringgold’s “Tar Beach”

The Columbus Museum of Art

A real-time visit with students after an online “prelude”

April 27, 2007 from 10 a.m. to noon

Columbus Museum of Art

480 E. Broad Street

Columbus, Ohio   43215

614/221-6801

www.columbusmuseum.org

The Columbus Museum of Art is located in the heart of downtown, in the “Discovery District” of Columbus, Ohio.  It is located four blocks west of the state capitol building and is on the city’s COTA bus line.  There is plenty of parking behind the museum but school busses pull right up to its impressive front steps.  Children pass a massive Henry Moore sculpture as they climb their way to the heavy front doors.


Prior to a physical visit, lots of information is available to a classroom teacher who is hooking up curriculum and standards for a meaningful field trip.  The museum’s web site is well designed with many options that fade in and out quickly.  The museum houses a surprisingly broad collection of art, but its heart is a proud display of the work of acclaimed local artists George Bellows and Aminah Robinson, along with others from central Ohio.  


The web site offers a tantalizing glimpse of current exhibits, such as Optic Nerve.  In narrative, podcast, and video formats, the site explains Op Art “which stimulates diverse visual, psychological, and physiological responses, in the context of the shifting scientific, cultural, and aesthetic values of the 1960s.”  In other words, it’s a head-spinning experience for the children, both online and in person.   For my young students who studied a master sculptor for the Spotlight on Artists project, the online preview of Toronto sculptor Evan Penny’s over-sized and over-imagined pieces set “a bookmark” in their imaginations as we readied for the visit.  But for Samantha C., who undertook rigorous online research of the contemporary artist Aminah Robinson, no experience could replace the real visit to the museum, which took on the nature of a pilgrimage. The web site also provides tips on future exhibitions, including a visit to Monet’s garden and new work from Robinson.


Web site icons highlight amenities for families that include “Doodles”, scavenger hunts, and “Eye Spy” for art education and fun.  But the museum really kicks in with tours and programs designed for school children.  My 59 fifth graders and I undertook the Art & Poetry Experience, which I arranged online with ease.  The children, divided into small groups with a docent looked – really looked – at selected masterpieces.  The docents provoked super-descriptive language and vocabulary stretches.  As each child’s mind’s eye focused and expanded to grasp the expressions presented on canvas, in stone and even in the medium of glass, so did the written expression bend and reach into new places.  The group and individual poetry collected during this visit far exceeded previous efforts in veracity, genuineness and beauty.  A pure joy for the teacher is when students experienced the “eureka” moment of finding an original work by the subject of their Spotlight on Artists research.  Also, parallels between the laborious process that produces art and the same that creates poetry and great narratives was finally established.


For teachers, there are currently 10 lesson plans available on the site in PDF format.  The lessons, mostly for intermediate, middle and high school students, cover concepts of “place” in art to Civil War photography to thermal screen-printing.  Also available to classroom teachers are pre-tour visits from trained docents, and packs of prints and art transparencies that can be picked up and used weeks in advance of the real visit.  On the follow-up end of things, each child leaves with his own Art and Poetry Writer’s Notebook with all sorts of original doodles, word sorts and wisps of phrases, if not full-blown poems.  Also, two free admission tickets – adult and child – are a gift that keeps on giving.


The Columbus Museum of Art is like so many things in this city – underestimated, well done and downright satisfying.  With students, it’s a museum best experienced with early online visits to secure resources that will wet their taste for art before a real visit takes place.
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