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Description of Pathfinder:
The purpose of this document is to provide educators with resources for teaching Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird.  When reading this novel, students should be exposed to the cultural, historical, and social background of its setting (The American South during the 1930's.).  In addition, after reading the novel, students should be able to analyze and critique the novel's genre, characters, plot, themes, and other literary elements and devices.  Covered here are resources about the following topics:  (1) The Great Depression, (2) The Scottsboro Boys Trial, (3) Jim Crow Laws, (4) Analysis and interpretation of To Kill a Mockingbird, (5) Lesson planning websites, and (6) Student and teacher links to resources about To Kill a Mockingbird on the web.

Subject Headings:

Lee, Harper.  To kill a mockingbird.

Literature and History--United States--History--20th Century.

African Americans in literature.

Civil rights in literature.

Scottsboro Trial, Scottsboro, Ala., 1931.

Trials (Rape)--Alabama--Scottsboro.

African Americans -- Civil rights -- History

Depressions -- 1933 -- United States.

This pathfinder contains resources that pertain to the following State of Ohio Benchmarks and Academic Content Standards for English Language Arts Grade 9: 

Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies
· Benchmark A. Apply reading comprehension strategies to understand grade-appropriate text.  Apply reading comprehension strategies, including making predictions, comparing and contrasting, recalling and summarizing and making inferences and drawing conclusions.

· Benchmark B. Demonstrate comprehension of print and electronic text by responding to questions (e.g., literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing).  Answer literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.

Reading Applications: Literary Text
· Benchmark A. Analyze interactions between characters in literary text and how the interactions affect the plot.  Identify and explain an author’s use of direct and indirect characterization, and ways in which characters reveal traits about themselves, including dialect, dramatic monologues and soliloquies.

· Benchmark B. Explain and analyze how the context of setting and the author’s choice of point of view impact a literary text.  Analyze the influence of setting in relation to other literary elements.

· Benchmark C. Identify the structural elements of the plot and explain how an author develops conflicts and plot to pace the events in literary text.  Identify ways in which authors use conflicts, parallel plots and subplots in literary texts.

· Benchmark D. Identify similar recurring themes across different works.  Interpret universal themes across different works by the same author and different authors.

· Benchmark E. Analyze the use of a genre to express a theme or topic.  Analyze how an author’s choice of genre affects the expression of a theme or topic.

· Benchmark F. Identify and analyze how an author uses figurative language, sound devices and literary techniques to shape plot, set meaning and develop tone.  Explain how foreshadowing and flashback are used to shape plot in a literary text.  Define and identify types of irony, including verbal, situational and dramatic, used in literary texts.  Analyze ways in which the author conveys mood and tone through word choice, figurative language and syntax.  Identify sound devices, including alliteration, assonance, consonance and onomatopoeia, used in literary texts.

· Benchmark G. Explain techniques used by authors to develop style.  Explain how authors use symbols to create broader meanings.

Research
· Benchmark B. Evaluate the usefulness and credibility of data and sources.  Identify appropriate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources (e.g., school library catalogs, online databases, electronic resources and Internet-based resources).  Determine the accuracy of sources and the credibility of the author by analyzing the sources’ validity (e.g., authority, accuracy, objectivity, publication date and coverage, etc.).

· Benchmark C. Organize information from various resources and select appropriate sources to support central ideas, concepts and themes.  Compile and organize important information and select appropriate sources to support central ideas, concepts and themes.

· Benchmark E. Communicate findings, reporting on the substance and processes orally, visually and in writing or through multimedia.  Use a variety of communication techniques, including oral, visual, written or multimedia reports, to present information that supports a clear position about the topic or research question and to maintain an appropriate balance between researched information and original ideas.

Museums and Exhibits:

America from the Great Depression to World War II:  Photographs from the FSA-OWI, 1935-1945.  American Memory.  Retrieved 7 May 2008.  The Library of Congress.  http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/fsowhome.html  Over 160,000 photographs from the Library of Congress highlighting life during The Great Depression, during which To Kill a Mockingbird is set. 

An American Time Capsule:  Three Centuries of Broadsides and other Printed Ephemera. American Memory.  Retrieved 7 May 2008.  http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/rbpehtml/  Library of Congress.  Over 28,000 primary source materials from American history that can be used to located cultural and historical references about To Kill a Mockingbird. 

Jim Crow Museum of Racist Memorabilia.  Ferris State University.  Retrieved 6 May 2008.  http://www.ferris.edu/news/jimcrow/what.htm   A look at the Jim Crow Laws from different cities across the United States.  Also contains images of anti-black signs and propaganda. 

Monroe County Heritage Museums, Monroeville, Alabama.  Retrieved 2 May 2008.  http://www.tokillamockingbird.com/

Home of the Old Courthouse Museum, which served as than inspiration for Lee's novel and as a set for the film version of To Kill a Mockingbird.  Contains information about Harper Lee, the novel, and the film.

The Scottsboro Nine:  American Treasures of the Library of Congress.  2 April 2003.   Retrieved 6 May 2008.  http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trr114.html  

Photographic images of the New York Times newspaper articles about the Scottsboro case in the 1930s. 

Websites:

The Big Read: To Kill a Mockingbird.  Accessed 6 May 2008. http://www.neabigread.org/books/mockingbird/ Sponsored by the National Endowment for the Arts "The Big Read" program.  Historical context, author biography, discussion questions, and additional resources on teaching and reading To Kill a Mockingbird.

Claudon, David.  A Study Guide for To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee.  Accessed 7 May 2008. http://www.davidclaudon.com/Mockingbird/mockingbird2.html  This site is designed to help students understand To Kill a Mockingbird as they read.  It includes links to pre-reading background information, prejudice in the 1930's, the history and culture of the 1930's, Truman Capote and his role in Harper Lee's life, and review material/quizzes. 

Edington, C.A.  An Annotated List of Online Sources Useful in Teaching Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird.  2005.  Retrieved 7 May 2008.  http://www.ca-in-sapporo.com/classes/mockingbird/websites_history.html  Historical background material, online study guides and other student resources, and information on the legal process. 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee.  The Prince William Reading Network:  A Distance Learning Adventure.  Retrieved 21 April 2008.  http://library.thinkquest.org/12111 A site for teachers and students.  Activities for the classroom, historical archives, discussion groups, and other online and telephone resources.  Also includes background information on the setting and plot of To Kill a Mockingbird, including a side-by-side comparison of The Scottsboro Trials and Tom Robinson's trial.

Linder, Douglas O.  Famous American Trials:  "The Scottsboro Boys" Trials 1931-1937. 1999.  Retrieved 7 May 2008.  http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/FTrials/scottsboro/scottsb.htm  The incident on which Tom Robinson's trial is based in To Kill a Mockingbird.  Source information about railroad cars, maps, biographies, letters and accounts, the trials, themselves, and images.

Prody, Kathleen and Nicolet Whearty.  To Kill a Mockingbird:  A Historical Perspective.  The Library of Congress Learning Page.  Retrieved 6 May 2008.  http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/lessons/98/mock/intro.html   Lesson plans designed to help students gain a sense of the "living history" behind To Kill a Mockingbird. "Through studying primary source materials from American Memory and other online resources, students of all backgrounds may better grasp how historical events and human forces have shaped relationships between black and white, and rich and poor cultures of our country."  Unit teaches students about the culture of the American South during the 1930s. 

Profiles in Courage:  Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird.  National Endowment for the Humanities EDSITEment lesson plan.  Retrieved 6 May 2008.  http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=525  This is lesson one of a two part lesson plan on To Kill a Mockingbird. Covers "courage and cowardice against the backdrop of the American South in the 1930s."  Lesson plans, suggested activities, web links, and assignment extensions.

Profiles in Courage: To Kill A Mockingbird and the Scottsboro Boys Trial.  National Endowment for the Humanities EDSITEment lesson plan.  Retrieved 6 May 2008. http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=526   Lesson two of a two part lesson plan on To Kill a Mockingbird.  Has students investigate: "How does awareness of a historical event such as the Scottsboro Boys Trial vivify Tom Robinson’s story in To Kill a Mockingbird?"  Lesson plans, suggested activities, web links, and assignment extensions.

Rutherford, Nancy Louise. To Kill a Mockingbird:  The Student Survival Guide.  Retrieved 6 May 2008.  http://www.lausd.k12.ca.us/Belmont_HS/tkm/  A chapter-by-chapter reading guide for students.  Annotated text explaining allusions, vocabulary, and idioms used in the novel. 

"Southern Gothic:  Distinguishing Features."  Oprah.com. Retrieved 15 April 2008.  http://www.oprah.com/obc_classic/featbook/thlh/gothic/thlh_gothic_main.jhtml  Solid, standard information about the basic characteristics of the Southern Gothic literary genre.

Understanding To Kill a Mockingbird, A Novel by Harper Lee.  A Research Guide for Students.  Retrieved 7 May 2008.  http://www.aresearchguide.com/mock.html  An excellent, comprehensive list of web-based resources for teaching and learning To Kill a Mockingbird.  Author biography, lesson plans and webquests, literary analysis, critiques, and reviews, multimedia resources, social, historical and cultural issues surrounding the novel, student projects, and links to other sites about teaching the novel. 

Books (Non-Fiction):
Giddens-White, Bryon.  History in Literature:  The Story Behind Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird.  Chicago:  Heinemann Library, 2007.  ISBN:  1-4034-8208-X.  Biographical information on Harper Lee, description of the historical and cultural settings of the novel To Kill a Mockingbird, and contemporary thematic implications of the novel. 

Hartley, Mary and Tony Buzan.  Literature Made Easy:  To Kill a Mockingbird.  Barron's Educational Series, Inc, 1999.  ISBN: 0-7641-0822-0.  Historical and author background information, character studies, themes, commentary, topics for discussion, and other literary guidance. 

Johnson, Claudia Durst.  Understanding To Kill a Mockingbird: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historic Documents. Westport, CT:  Greenwood Publishing Group, 1994.  ISBN: 0-313-29193-4. A collection of historical background documents and literary criticisms of To Kill a Mockingbird:  The Scottsboro Trials, the Civil Rights movement, realities and stereotypes, censorship, and literary elements. 

Kinshasa, Kwando Mbiassi.  The Man from Scottsboro:  Clarence Norris and the Infamous 1931 Alabama Rape Trial, in His Own Words.  Jefferson, NC:  McFarland and Company, Inc., 1997.  ISBN:  0-7864-1538-X.  The story of the Scottsboro Boys trial of 1931 with several historical documents as appendixes. 

Readings on To Kill a Mockingbird.  Terry O'Neill, ed.  San Diego:  The Greenhaven Press, 2000.  ISBN: 1-56510-576-1.  Part of the Greenhaven Press Literary Companion to American Literature Series.  Analytical documents on To Kill a Mockingbird, including discussions of literary reception, literary techniques, and social issues surrounding the novel.

Shields, Charles J.  Mockingbird:  A Portrait of Harper Lee.  New York:  Henry Holt and Company, 2006.  ISBN:  0-8050-7919-X.  The story of Harper Lee's upbringing in Monroeville, Alabama and how it shaped the novel's plot, characters, and themes. 

Professional Resources:

Morgan, Harcourt A. and Patricia M. Mote.  To Kill a Mockingbird Curriculum Unit.  The Center For Learning, revised 1996.  ISBN: 1-56077-122-4.  A collection of lesson plans, handouts, quizzes, projects, teacher notes, and activities for To Kill a Mockingbird.  Includes prompts for discussion on family traditions, family values, universal themes, and literary concepts.

INFOhio Resources:

Dare, Tim.  "Virtue Ethics, Lawyers and Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird."  Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies; 2007, Vol. 19 Issue 1/2, p81-100.  http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=26907064&site=src-live    Argues that "From this perspective, Atticus' lesson for legal ethics is not about the priority of judgement and character, but instead about the value of the rules and principles he abandons."  Appropriate resource for study of heroism:  Is Atticus Finch or is he not a "hero"?

Media Resources:

To Kill a Mockingbird.  DVD. 1962.  Screenplay by Horton Foote.  129 minutes, black and white.  Oscar winning film adaptation of Harper Lee's novel.

Scottsboro: An American Tragedy.  From the PBS American Experience Series.  Accessed 6 May 2008.  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/scottsboro/  The companion website for the PBS television movie about the Scottsboro case of 1931.  Includes a teacher's guide, information about the film and related activities for using the film in class, a timeline of the events, maps, and information about the people included in the case.
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