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Social Studies/Black History

Standards:

European exploration and colonization had lasting effects, which can be used to understand the Western Hemisphere today.

The Western Hemisphere is culturally diverse due to American Indian, European, Asian and African influences and interactions, as evidenced by artistic expression, language, religion and food.

The choices people make have both present and future consequences.

Specific Topic: Slavery

Museum Websites for Teachers:

National Civil Rights Museum. 2010 National Civil Rights Museum. May 1, 2010 http://www.civilrightsmuseum.org/home.htm. This website includes information on the key episodes of the American Civil Rights Movement.  Includes collections, exhibitions and educational programs.

Documenting the South: North American Slave Narratives. 2010 University Library, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. May 1, 2010 http://docsouth.unc.edu/deh/. Includes text and photos and other libraries that document the stories of African Americans struggling for freedom.

Museum Websites for Students:

Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History, Detroit. 2010 Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History. May1, 2010 http://www.maah-detroit.org/. This website provides learning opportunities, exhibitions, programs and events that explore the history and culture of African Americans.  Check out the Blanche Coggin Underground Railroad collection and the Harriet Tubman museum collection.

National Underground Railroad Freedom Center. 2010 National Underground Freedom Center. May 1, 2010 http://www.freedomcenter.org/. This museum tells the story of slaves crossing over the Ohio River on their journey to freedom.

“Lest We Forget” – Black Holocaust Museum. May 8,2010 http://www.lestweforgetmuseumofslavery.com/.  This museum can be viewed on-line and is also a traveling museum that can be brought to schools.  Contains authentic slavery items.

The American Museum of Photography. 2001 The American Museum of Photography. May 8, 2010 http://www.photographymuseum.com/faceof.html. This museum houses a collection of images and documents in an exhibit called “The Face of Slavery and Other Early Images of African Americans”.

Other Websites:

National Geographic. 1996-2009 National Geographic Society. May 7, 2010 http://www.national geographic.com/railroad/. This websites provides an interactive trip for students on the Underground Railroad.  They have to make decisions on what they would do at each juncture of their journey.
Africans in America: America’s Journey Through Slavery.  1998,1999 WGBH Educational Foundation. May 7, 2010  www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia.  Presented in four parts with a narrative, images, documents, stories, biographies commentaries and a teacher resource guide.

Books (Fiction, Non-fiction, Textbook)

Rappaport, Doreen. Abe’s Honest Words. New York: Hyperion Books For Children, 2008.  Inspiring words by Abraham Lincoln that guide our nation through a civil war and the end of slavery.

Cook, Michelle. Our Children Can Soar.  New York: Bloomsbury, 2008.  This book is a celebration of African Americans who inspired change.

Polacco, Patricia. Pink and Say.  New York: Philomel Books, 1994.  Two young boys, one white, one black, find themselves comforting each other while fighting together in the Civil War.

Hopkinson, Deborah. Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt.  New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1993.  Clara uses scraps from her job as a seamstress in the big house to create a quilted map to freedom.

Stein, R. Conrad. The Story of the Underground Railroad. Chicago: Children’s Press 1981.

Levine, Ellen. …If You Lived at the Time of Martin Luther King. New York: Scholastic Inc. 1990.

Humphreville, Frances T. Harriet Tubman Flame of Freedom. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1967.

Lassieur, Allison.  The Underground Railroad An Interactive History Adventure. Minnesota: Capstone Press, 2008.

Bower, Bert and Lobdell, Jim. History Alive! America’s Past. Palo, Alto: Teachers’ Curriculum Institute, 2001

Lester, Julius. From Slave Ship to Freedom Road. New York: Puffin Books, 1998.

Bial, Raymond. The Strength of These Arms: Life in the Slave Quarters. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1997.

Feelings, Tom. The Middle Passage: White Ships/Black Cargo. New York: Dial Books, 1995.

Hopkins, Deborah. Under the Quilt of Night. New York: Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2001

Stroud, Bettye. The Patchwork Path: A Quilt Map to Freedom. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press, 2005

Ayres, Katherine. North by Night: A Story of the Underground Railroad. New York: Delacorte Press, 1998

The journal of a young teenage girl whose family operates a stop on the Underground Railroad.

Levine, Ellen. Henry’s Freedom Box. New York: Scholastic Press, 2007

Henry escapes to freedom by shipping himself in his “freedom” box.

Thoennes Keller, Kristin. The Slave Trade in Early America. Mankato Minn: Capstone Press, 2004

Media Resources:

African American Life. 1996. Videocassette. Schlessinger Video Productions, 1996.  This video depicts the journey from Africa to slavery, resisting slavery and segregation, the Civil Rights Movement, Martin Luther King Jr. and African Americans today.

Follow the Drinking Gourd. 1994. Videocassette. Great Plains National, 1994.  This video is based on the book of the same title and tells the story of runaway slaves finding their route to freedom by following the words in the song called “The Drinking Gourd”.

INFOhio Electronic Resources:

Underground Railroad: Road to Freedom. 2003. Videocassette. Burlington, VT Noodlehead Network, 2003. http://infohiocat.infohio.org/web2/tramp2.exe/form/A2bsuloi.000. 

The Slave Pen – Overview. 2007. Videocassette. Cincinnati, OH: National Underground Railroad Freedom Center, 2007. http://infohiocat.infohio.org/web2/tramp2.exe/form/A2bsuloi.000.

Realia:

The Freedom Box - Traveling Trunk

Available through the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center

http://www.freedomcenter.org/expand-your-knowledge/educator-resources/freedom-box/.

Contact: Kieli Ferguson at kferguson@nurfc.org.

(513) 333-7570

