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Ohio Academic Content Standards:  7th Grade Social Studies/ History #5 Describe the impact of new ideas and institutions on European life including a) the significance of printing with movable type b) major accomplishments in art, architecture, and literature during the Renaissance.

Specific Topic: These resources about the Renaissance are intended to be used with the 7th grade curriculum. The focus of these links is the literary accomplishments of the times. Included are famous authors from the time period. Also addressed is Gutenberg’s invention of the printing press and its effect on the literary world.

Museum Websites

· http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/history/middleages/
· Students are able to tour medieval Europe through the eyes of knights, merchants, nuns, and peasants. Touring the Renaissance with the nun gives a link to various pieces of writing including The Divine Comedy and The Canterbury Tales. Also included is a small explanation of Gutenberg’s printing press. 

· http://www.mainz.de/gutenberg/english/
· This website, from the Gutenberg Museum in Germany, gives detailed information about Gutenberg, the printing press, and the production of the Bible.

· http://www.erasmushouse.museum/
· This museum focuses on the life and works of Erasmus. 

· http://www.donquijote.org/vmuseum/biography-cervantes/
· This museum gives detailed information about Cervantes and the story of Don Quixote.

· http://www.clevelandart.org/explore/viewcmacollections.asp?cid=C44&display=catalogue&rec=10&mode=

· The Cleveland Museum of Art has on display a tapestry set that is based on Petrarch’s Triumphs. 

Books (Non-Fiction)

· Langley, Andrew. Da Vinci & His Times. New York: Dorling Kindersley Limited, 1999. 

· This book from Eyewitness Books is a great source of information about the Renaissance in general, and included is a chapter on the printing press with pictures.

· Lyon, Sue, ed. Shakespeare's England. New York: Marshall Cavendish, 1989. 

· Henry VIII, Elizabeth I, and William Shakespeare are the focuses of this book. Students would enjoy this book due to its layout. An extra feature is an art and literature timeline in the back.

· Rosen, Michael. Shakespeare: His Work and His World. Cambridge: Candlewick P, 2001. 

· This beautifully illustrated book tells about the life of William Shakespeare. Included throughout the explanations are quotes from his pieces of literature. Unique!

· Setton, Kenneth M., ed. The Renaissance: Maker of Modern Man. Washington D.C.: National Geographic Society, 1970. 

· Included in this book is a traveler’s map of Italy. An entire chapter is devoted to Cervantes. Also included are original pieces of literature from the time period.

· Shakespeare's England. New York: American Heritage Co., 1964. 

· This book contains a chapter on The Globe Theater. There are many pictures for students to browse, also.

· Weinstein, Krystyne. The Art of Medieval Manuscripts. San Diego: Laurel Glen, 1997. 

· This book follows the progression of manuscripts from the Renaissance time period. It’s a fun book to browse through to see all of the different manuscripts that were created. Beautiful book!


· Wood, Tim. The Renaissance. New York: Penguin Group, 1993.

· Included in this book is a chapter on the printing press. Students will like the plastic overlay, showing them the steps of the printing process. This would be a good, general source on the Renaissance.

INFOhio Electronic Resources

· Rammelkamp, Charles. "The Knightly Ideal." Renaissance 5 (2000): 55. <http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/discoweb/disco/do/article?urn=urn%3Asirs%3AUS%3BARTICLE%3BART%3B0000122487>.
· This SIRS Discoverer article focuses on the story of King Arthur. This is appropriate for middle school students to read. Although not rich in detail, it does give a nice overview.

· Mellon, Joelle A. "The Medieval Book of Hours." Renaissance 4 (1999): 41. ProQuest LLC. SIRS Discoverer. 2 May 2008 <http://http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/discoweb/disco/do/article?urn=urn%3Asirs%3AUS%3BARTICLE%3BART%3B0000122487>. 
· This SIRS Discoverer article focuses on the religious aspect of Renaissance literature. It explains the use of prayer books and their importance to the people of this time period.

· “Renaissance.” Compton's by Britannica. 2008. Encyclopædia Britannica Online School Edition. 30 April 2008  <http://school.eb.com/all/comptons/article-207265>.
· This article explains the history of the Renaissance as well as accomplishments from the time period. There are several pages that specifically focus on the literature and authors from the time period. 
· Davis, Kate. "A Midsummer Night's Dream." READ 12 May 2006. Proquest LLC. SIRS Discoverer. 2 May 2008 <http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/discoweb/disco/do/article?urn=urn%3Asirs%3AUS%3BARTICLE%3BART%3B0000267333>.
· This is a link to a student-friendly play of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” Included at the end of the article are discussion questions for the students to answer.

· Note: SIRS Discoverer also has other student-friendly plays by Shakespeare that were published by READ Magazine.

· "William Shakespeare." Encyclopedia Britannica. 2006. Proquest LLC. SIRS Discoverer. 2 May 2008 <http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/discoweb/disco/do/article?urn=urn%3Asirs%3AUS%3BARTICLE%3BART%3B0000224839>.

· William Shakespeare’s life is explained in detail in this encyclopedia article. 

· “Castiglione, Baldassare.” Encyclopedia Britannica. 2006. Proquest LLC. SIRS Discoverer. 4 May 2008. <http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/discoweb/disco/do/article?urn=urn%3Asirs%3AUS%3BARTICLE%3BART%3B0000231647>.
· This encyclopedia article looks at the life and accomplishments of this Italian writer. One of his biggest accomplishments was writing a book on the rules of behavior.

· "Petrarch." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2008. Encyclopædia Britannica Online School Edition. 4  May  2008  <http://school.eb.com/eb/article-5641>.

· Encyclopedia Britannica gives a detailed account of Petrarch’s life, including his life and education.
Web Sites

· http://www.luminarium.org/renlit/
· This website contains a list of authors from the time period. Included are short biographies, quotes, and writings from the authors. 

· http://www.renaissanceconnection.org
· This is an excellent website that gives art history and innovations from the time period. Also included are lesson plans for the different subject areas.

· http://www.ucalgary.ca/applied_history/tutor/endmiddle/langlit.html#press
· This website explains the progression of literature and language during the Renaissance. Included is a link discussing the importance of the printing press. Many additional, helpful links are included, expanding on the facts presented.

· http://cc.owu.edu/~jwbiehl/writers.htm
· Included on this website are many links about Dante, Petrarca, Boccaccio, Savonarola, Machiavelli, and Erasmus, from their biographies to their pieces of writing.

· http://www.pbs.org/shakespeare/educators/lessonplans.html
· Browse through a collection of lesson plans for teaching Shakespeare. Most of the lesson plans are intended for high school courses, but could be adapted to middle school, also.

· http://shakespeare.palomar.edu/Default.htm
· This comprehensive site gives detailed information from Shakespeare’s life. Included are his biography (including some primary documents), study guides for his pieces of literature, and links to lesson plan sites. A must see if studying Shakespeare!

· http://www.library.upenn.edu/exhibits/rbm/petrarch/petrarch_print.html
· Actual documents written by Petrarch are shown on this website, along with explanations of their importance.

For Fun Websites

· http://www.renfestival.com/
· This is the website for Ohio’s Renaissance Festival in Harveysburg, Ohio. Included at the festival are time-appropriate entertainment, food, crafts, and games. Teachers who register their classes for Student Days are eligible to receive a packet of curriculum materials.

· http://www.renfaire.com/index.html 

· From costumes to music, this website explains how to put on your own Renaissance Fair.


Books (Fiction): The following fictional books are based on the Renaissance time period. All are excellent choices that students would enjoy. These would be appropriate for middle school students. 

· The Midwife’s Apprentice by Karen Cushman

· Catherine, Called Birdy by Karen Cushman

· Crispin by Avi

· Midnight Magic by Avi
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