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Visual Arts/Library: Information Literacy




Ohio Academic Content Standards:
Library Guidelines:


Information Literacy: Effective school library media programs provide information literacy skills instruction.


Benchmark D: Describe types of information including facts, opinions, primary/secondary sources; and formats of information including number, text, sound, visual, multimedia; and use information for a purpose.


Benchmark E: Apply a research process to decide what information is needed, find sources, use information and check sources.
Visual Arts:

Historical, Cultural and Social Contexts: Students understand the impact of visual art on the history, culture and society from which it emanates.


Benchmark B: Compare different art reasons and why they were made.


Benchmark D: Create art based on understanding.

Creative Expression and Communication:


Students create artwork that demonstrates understanding of materials, process, tools, media, techniques and available technology.


Benchmark A: Aesthetic views = artwork impact.


Benchmark B: Aesthetic issues = personal viewpoint.


Benchmark C:  Aesthetic basis for own judgement.

Specific Topic With Explanation:

The purpose of this pathfinder is to assist students in their study of the artist Rembrandt Van Rijn: his life as an artist; his techniques and styles (including chiaroscuro) through analysis of his paintings, etchings, and self-portraits. Students will increase their information literacy skills by employing both print and electronic sources listed on the pathfinder. The electronic sources include museum websites, assorted databases (many provided by INFOhio), the search engine, answers.com, which provides only reliable results, and 2 selected websites.


Students will use the information they found from the pathfinder to write a 5 paragraph essay response with a works cited page to the following prompts:


Paragraph 1: Trace Rembrandt’s career as an artist. How did he make a living from his art throughout his life?


Paragraph 2: What were the major influences on his artwork? How can these be seen in the evolution of his style and technique?

Paragraph 3: Define chiaroscuro. Select and focus on 1 historical or biblical painting from 1 of the museum websites that utilizes this technique. Provide the title of the painting and describe how chiaroscuro is used and its emotional effects.


Paragraph 4: Now, select a Rembrandt self-portrait from another museum website. Again, name and describe its use of chiaroscuro and other artistic techniques and their effects.


Paragraph 5: Finally, select a Rembrandt etching from a third museum website. Provide the title. Describe the use of chiaroscuro and other artistic techniques and their effects.



Subject Headings:


Art History  

 709


Artists 
       

 759

European History 
 909
CONTENT CATEGORIES

Museum Web Sites

(For Students and Teachers)
1. National Gallery London
www.nationalgallery.org.uk/
-Collection

-Rembrandt 400

-Encounters with Rembrandt


This feature explores some of Rembrandt’s key paintings in detail and asks you what you think.

-A Selection of Works from the Display


(8 paintings)

-Works by Rembrandt


(20 works)

2. The Hermitage Museum St. Petersburg
www.hermitagemuseum.org/
3. The Rijk Museum Amsterdam
www.rijkmuseum.nl
-The Masterpieces

-The Nightwatch


-Action!


-Lights off, spot on


-Symbols


-Who’s who


-Military show

-How did he do it?

4. El Prado Madrid

www.spanisharts.com/prado/rembrandt.htm

-“Rembrandt”


-“A Little History of Art”


This includes a digital image of every painting Rembrandt created and where it is located.

5. Cincinnati Art Museum

http://cincinnatiartmuseum.org

-“Rembrandt”


-“Three Faces of the Masters”
6. Metropolitan Museum of Art New York

www.metmuseum.org

-“Collection Database”


-“Rembrandt” (80 results)

7. The Louvre Paris

http://www.louvre.fr/llv/commun/home.jsp?bmLocale=en

-“Collection”


-“Rembrandt” (38 results)

8. National Gallery Washington DC

www.nga.gov/exhibitions/2005/rembrandt/flash/index.shtm
9. Rembrandt House Amsterdam

www.rembrandthuis.nl/cms_pages/index_main.html
10. Mark Harden’s Artchives

www.artchive.com/ftp_site.htm.

Yes, this is not a museum site, but the digital reproductions are far superior to any museum site I’ve seen so far.
BOOKS (NON-FICTION)

1. 920 REA – Reader’s Digest editors. Reader’s Digest family treasury of great biographies. Reader’s Digest Assn, (1970).
2. 759.949 REM – Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn, 1606-1669. Rembrandt, the Old Testament. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, Inc, (1996).

3. 759.9492 REM – Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn, 1606-1669. Rembrandt, life of Christ. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, Inc, (1995).

4. 909 DUR – Durant, Will and Durant, Ariel. The age of reason begins. New York, NY: Simon and Schuster, (1961).

5. 759 BEC – Becket, Sister Wendy. Sister Wendy’s 1000 Masterpieces. DK., (1999)

6. REF 709 HIS – Janson, H.W. History of Art. 6th ed., Harry N. Abrams, Inc. (2001)

7. REF 920 ENC – Encyclopedia of World Biography. 2nd  ed., Gale, (1999)

REFERENCE AND/OR PROFESSIONAL RESOURCES

1. Berger, Pam. “Learning in a Digital Environment”. Information Searcher. Vol.17, 
No.1, 2007.

2. American Association of School Librarians and Association for Educational Communications and Technology. Information Power. 1988.

INFOhio ELECTRONIC RESOURCES

1. The ART Collection


“Rembrandt”: search term + “creator” = (292 hits)

2. Britannica Online


Search terms: “Rembrandt” and “chiaroscuro”

3. Student Research Center/ Ebscohost


Search Term: “Rembrandt”



#6. Art, New Yorker. 12/3/2007.


#7. Visiting the Age of Rembrandt, Donovan, Leo J.



#9. Renbrandt at 400: the painter in context



MEDIA RESOURCES
1. VCR 759 Two faces of the seventeenth century. Home Vision, 1984.

2. VCR 709 REM Rembrandt’s Masterly brushstrokes: the secrets of the Dutch master’s technique. West Long Branch, NJ: Kultur, (nd).

3. VCR 709 REM Rembrandt and his world: the restoration of Rembrandt’s house. West Long Branch, NJ:Kultar, (nd).
