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This pathfinder includes information on the history, techniques, glazing, and firing as related to the ceramic process known as Raku.  Some of the topics covered include the beginning of Raku, its history in Japan, how the art form came to the United States, and how it has evolved from its traditional origins.  Information about how to build kilns, create glazes, and properly conduct an American Style Raku fire is also included.
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MUSEUM WEBSITES:
 AMERICAN MUSEUM OF CERAMIC ART  http://www.ceramicmuseum.org/raku-origins-impact-and-contemporary-expression.htm

From the exhibit archive, information about the history of Raku from its 


origins in Japan to its impact on contemporary ceramics.

RAKU WARE MUSEUM:   http://www.raku-yaki.or.jp/index-e.html

The Raku museum in Kyoto, Japan is located next to the Raku family 

home, and contains a collection of  100 works of 14 generations of the family’s works.  An excellent example of the tradition of Raku.
_____________________________________________________________________________________

WEBSITES and WEB ARTICLES:

Bates, Helen. “Raku Firing on the Web.” http://www.ceramicstoday.com/articles/hb_raku.htm
 
Ceramics Today article with web links to sites with information about building and 


firing a raku kiln.

Branfman, Steven:    http://www.ceramicstoday.com/articles/branfman_raku.htm

Answers to frequently asked questions about Raku.

Buck, Tom.  “First You See It Then You Don’t: Raku Glaze Stability.” Ceramic Review Issue #159, May/June 1996.  http://ceramic-materials.com/cermat/education/113.html

Excellent technical resource answers questions about color stability in Raku glazes.

Ferguson, Gary. http://www.garyrferguson.com/

A wealth of knowledge about the art of Raku pottery.
Hardin, Vicki. http://www.vickihardin.com/links/rakupottery.html

Links to various Raku artists.
Soldner, Paul. American Style Raku: http://www.paulsoldner.com/writings/American_Raku.html

An article about American Style Raku by one of the individuals credited with introducing  
the process to the West.
WEBSITES and WEB ARTICLES continued:
Soldner, Paul. American Style Raku http://www.paulsoldner.com/writings/Ceramics_Rev.html

Commentary on the Raku process.
Ware, Elaine.  “Performance Pottery: The Raku Magic Show.” http://www.english.iup.edu/eaware/history_of_raku.htm

Information about the history and process of the Raku technique.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
MEDIA RESOURCES (VIDEO, CD-ROM, DVD, etc.)

Hutchens, Gordon.  Beginning Raku (DVD: 60 minutes). Iowa: Tara Productions. 1996.
An introduction to basic Raku techniques by Gordon Hutchens. Hutchens demonstrates building and firing a simple kiln from a 55 gallon drum, as well as glazing techniques that emphasize the Raku process. 
Soldner, Paul: Thrown and Altered Clay (VHS: 37 minutes) Norwalk, CT: Harcourt College Publishers. 2002.
This video documents over 40 years of the artist’s functional and non-funtional raku pieces.
Piepenburg, Robert.  Piepenburg on Raku: Firing & Reduction. (VHS: 30 minutes) Farmington Hills, MI: Pebble Press, 1963.


Covers the process of loading, unloading, and the reduction process in a 


raku fire.

Piepenburg, Robert. Raku Kiln Building. (VHS: 43 minutes) Farmington Hills, MI: Pebble Press. 1963.


Kiln construction of a top loading soft brick kiln
Piepenburg, Robert.  Raku: Clay, Glazes, and Tongs.  (VHS: 33 minutes) Farmington Hills, MI: Pebble Press. 1963.


Covers formulating and applying Raku glazes, as well as construction of 


simple Raku tongs.

Romberg, Jim.  Raku Ceramics. (VHS: 75 minutes) Ashland, OR: Ashland Video Productions. 1990.  


Jim Romberg demonstrates creating, decorating and firing 
Raku ware.

REFERENCE &/OR PROFESSIONAL RESOURCES/ PERIODICALS:
Finch, Bruce and Deborah Lipman. “On the Road With Raku.” Pottery Making Illustrated. Winter, 2001, page 27.


Technical information on firing Raku from a traveling Raku demonstrator.

Juliano, George and Elizabeth Hudgins. “Successful Raku Firing.”  Pottery Making Illustrated.  Fall, 1998, Page 13.


A “how to” guide to firing a Raku kiln.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
BOOKS:
Andrews, Tim.  Raku.  Iola, WI: Krause Publication, 2005.
Andrews, Tim. Raku: A Review of Contemporary Work. Pennsylvania: Chilton Book Company, 1995.
Branfman, Steve. Raku: A Practical Approach,  2nd Edition.  Iola, WI. Krause Publications,  2001.
 Byers, Ian. The Complete Potter: Raku. UK: Trafalgar Square Publishing, 1996.

Dickerson, John.  Raku Handbook: A Practical Approach to the Ceramic Art. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Co., 1972.

Herrmann, Christa-Maria.  The Way of Raku: Pottery, Writings.  UK: Patten Press, 1988.

Jones, Bill. Advanced Raku Techniques: A Collection of Materials from the American Ceramic Society.  Westerville, OH: American Ceramic Society, 2004.
Jones, David. Investigations into Fire.  Ramsbury, UK: Crowood Press Lt., 1999.
Matthieson, John. Raku. Westerville,OH: American Ceramic Society, 2002.
Piepenburg, Robert. A 400-Year-Old Japanese Ceramics Technique Adapted for the Contemporary Potter.  New York: Collier Books, 1976.
Piepenburg, Robert.  Raku Pottery.  Michigan: Pebble Press, Inc.  4th Revised Edition. 1998.
Pitelka, Morgan. Handmade Culture: Raku Potters, Patrons, and Tea Practioners in Japan. Honolulu, HI: University of Hawaii Press, 2005.
BOOKS:
Poulton, Irene.  Fired Up With Raku: Over 300 Raku Recipes.  Ramsbury, UK: Crowood Press Lt., 2007.
Riegger, Hal. Raku: Art & Technique. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold, 1970.
Tyler, Chris and Richard Hirsch. Raku. New York, Watson-Guptill Publications, 1975. 

Watkins, James C. and Paul Andrew Wandless.  Alternate Kilns & Firing Techniques: Raku, Saggar, Pit, & Barrel.  Asheville, NC: Lark Books, 2006.
