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Content Standards
Reading

Literary Text Standard

Students enhance their understanding of the human story by reading literary texts that represent a variety of authors, cultures and eras. They learn to apply the reading process to the various genres of literature, including fables, folk tales, short stories, novels, poetry and drama. They demonstrate their comprehension by describing and discussing the elements of literature (e.g., setting, character and plot), analyzing the author's use of language (e.g., word choice and figurative language), comparing and contrasting texts, inferring theme and meaning and responding to text in critical and creative ways. Strategic readers learn to explain, analyze and critique literary text to achieve deep understanding.

Benchmarks


1. 
Analyze ways in which the author conveys mood and tone through word choice, figurative language and syntax.


2. 
Explain how authors use symbols to create broader meanings. 


3. 
Identify sound devices, including alliteration, assonance, consonance and 



onomatopoeia, used in literary texts.


4. 
Describe the effect of using sound devices in literary texts (e.g., to create rhythm, to appeal to the senses or to establish mood).


5. 
Explain ways in which an author develops a point of view and style (e.g., 



figurative language, sentence structure and tone), and cite specific examples 



from the text.


6. 
Analyze variations of universal themes in literary texts. 


7.
 Recognize characteristics of subgenres, including satire, parody and allegory, and explain how choice of genre affects the expression of a theme or topic. 


8.
 Analyze the characteristics of various literary periods and how the issues the 



writers of those periods. 

Acquisition of Vocabulary Standard

Students acquire vocabulary through exposure to language-rich situations, such as reading books and other texts and conversing with adults and peers. They use context clues, as well as direct explanations provided by others, to gain new words. They learn to apply word analysis skills to build and extend their own vocabulary. As students progress through the grades, they become more proficient in applying their knowledge of words (origins, parts, relationships, meanings) to acquire specialized vocabulary that aids comprehension.

Benchmarks


1. 
Infer the literal and figurative meaning of words and phrases and discuss the function of figurative language, including metaphors, similes, idioms and puns.


2. 
Determine the meanings and pronunciations of unknown words by using dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, technology and textual features, such as definitional 
footnotes or sidebars.
Writing Process 

Students' writing develops when they regularly engage in the major phases of the writing processes. The writing process includes the phases of prewriting, drafting, revising and editing, and publishing. They learn to plan their writing for different purposes and audiences. They learn to apply their writing skills in increasingly sophisticated ways to create and produce compositions that reflect effective word and grammatical choices. Students develop revision strategies to improve the content, organization and language of their writing. Students also develop editing skills to improve writing conventions.

Benchmarks

1. 
Generate writing ideas through discussions with others and from printed material, and keep a list of writing ideas.


2. 

Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, colorful modifiers and style as appropriate to audience and purpose and use techniques to convey a personal style and voice. 


3. 

Use available technology to compose text. 


4.

Reread and analyze clarity of writing, consistency of point of view and effectiveness of organizational structure. 


5. 

Add and delete information and details to better elaborate on stated central idea and more effectively accomplish purpose. 


6. 

Rearrange words, sentences and paragraphs, and add transitional words and phrases to clarify meaning and maintain consistent style, tone and voice.


7. 

Apply tools (e.g., rubric, checklist and feedback) to judge the quality of writing. 

8. 

Prepare for publication (e.g., for display or for sharing with others) writing that follows a manuscript form appropriate for the purpose, which could include such techniques as electronic resources, principles of design 




(e.g., margins, tabs, spacing and columns) and graphics 




(e.g., drawings, charts and graphs) to enhance the final product. 

Writing Applications 

Students need to understand that various types of writing require different language, formatting and special vocabulary. Writing serves many purposes across the curriculum and takes various forms. Beginning writers learn about the various purposes of writing; they attempt and use a small range of familiar forms (e.g., letters). Developing writers are able to select text forms to suit purpose and audience. They can explain why some text forms are more suited to a purpose than others and begin to use content-specific vocabulary to achieve their communication goals. Proficient writers control effectively the language and structural features of a large repertoire of text forms. They deliberately choose vocabulary to enhance text and structure in their writing according to audience and purpose.

Benchmarks


1. 
Produce informal writings (e.g., journals, notes and poems) for various purposes.

Topic with Explanation: 

Students will study poetry to enhance their understanding of the human story and improve reading comprehension. Students will discuss literary elements such as theme and figurative language to demonstrate understanding of the poems’ meaning. Using art as an inspiration, students will write original poetry, giving them the opportunity to develop writing, editing, and vocabulary skills. This particular pathfinder was designed for a Developmental Reading Course for grades 9—12; primarily for students who have not passed the OGT Reading test.  However, this same pathfinder could be adapted for any language arts class from elementary to advanced high school.

Museum Websites

National Gallery of Art

http://www.nga.gov/education/american/history.shtm

This website provides many examples of American art inspired by historical events.  Works are also presented by subject, from landscapes to figures.  Students can select a work of interest, enlarge the image, and get background information on the artist and work.

Smithsonian American Art Collection

http://americanart.si.edu/search/search_artworks.cfm

This site provides a fantastic source of artwork for students to use as inspiration for their poetry.  Students can conduct a search by type and subject, or by title or artist.  
American Memory Library of Congress

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html

The American Memory Collection of the Library of Congress is an online digital record of the American experience.  These primary resource materials provide film, audio clips, photographs, and digital images of a variety of important documents.  Students would use this site to access photographs, such as Ansel Adams’s photographs of the Japanese-American Internment at Manzanar.
MOMA Museum of Modern Art

http://www.moma.org/collection/search.php

The MOMA online collection is an excellent source for students to search for art to inspire their poetry.  The students may search over 8000 works of art from a wide variety of media, such as sculpture, paintings, film, etc.  Students may click on thumbnail images to review the image and get background information.  The MOMA online collection is very impressive and user friendly.
Non-fiction Books

America in Poetry: With Paintings, Drawings, Photographs, and Other Works of Art.

Ed. by Charles Sullivan. New York: Harry N. Abrams, Inc, 1992.

Sullivan includes over 100 poems about America, with accompanying art works including photographs, quilts, paintings, sketches, and a variety of other art forms.  This is a beautiful work to be savored, and includes treasures like photographs of a civil war battle alongside a war poem by Stephen Crane.

Fletcher, Ralph J. Poetry Matters: Writing a Poem From the Inside Out. New York: 

Harper Collins, 2002.

Fletcher encourages young writers to write from the inside out, concentrating on the emotion, images, and music (rhythms and sounds) rather than the form of the poem.  This book provides a good resource for students and teachers alike, as it includes great examples of imagery.

Heart to Heart: New Poems Inspired by Twentieth-Century American Art.  New York:  

H. N. Abrams, 2001.

Celebrating the power of art to inspire language through poetry, Greenberg has 

included a variety of art styles and periods to reflect the American experience.  Arranged by theme rather than historical order, the book will serve as an example of what the students will be asked to compose after viewing art that they find meaningful.  This work is like an art gallery in which the art is enhanced with beautiful language that evokes emotion and understanding.

Sears, Peter.  Gonna Bake Me a Rainbow Poem: A Student Guide to Writing Poetry.  

New York: Scholastic, 1990.

Sears uses student poetry to explain how to begin writing poetry, covering topics such as how to pick a subject, using figurative language, to how to punctuate effectively.  Students may be more likely to try their own poetry since the examples are from their peers.

Seeing the Blue Between: Advice and Inspiration for Young Poets. Compiled by Paul 

Janeczko.  Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press, 2002.

In the forward, Janeczko states that aspiring young poets often ask how to become a better poet.  His advice is to read and write a lot of poetry.  In this anthology, he has gone a step further by including a letter of inspiration or advice from a poet in addition to selected poetry from that author in order to encourage the young writer to have the confidence to try something new.

Media Resources

Poetry Hall of Fame Collection. Malibu, CA: Monterey Media, 1993. DVD.


This 4-volume DVD set includes dramatic readings of hundreds of poems by 

famous actors.
Poetry Speaks: Hear Great Poets Read Their Work from Tennyson to 

Plath. Naperville, IL: Sourcebooks Media Fusion, 2001.

Audio CD.

From Tennyson to Plath, this anthology is a definitive compilation of the most important modern poets, reading their own work.  It is important for students to hear the inflections of the author reading a poem the way it was intended to be heard.

The Spoken Word Revolution: Slam, Hip Hop, & the Poetry of a New Generation. Ed. 

By Marc Smith. Naperville, IL: Sourcebooks MediaFusion, 2003. 

Written to be performed for an audience, Spoken Word poetry might enhance the experience of poetry for students who might be unaccustomed to hearing poetry performed.  This material allows them to read a poem, and then hear it performed.  The poems collected in this anthology are hip and modern, making them more accessible to a young audience.

InFOhio Resources for Teachers

Parr, Michelann, and Terry Campbell.  “Poets in Practice.” Sept. 2006. The Reading 

Teacher. Online. EbscoHost. Tecumseh High School Lib., New Carlisle, OH. 5 May 2008. < http://search.ebscohost.com/ login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=22519880&site=src-live>.

Parr and Campbell promote poetry as a means of expression, and encourage teachers to practice writing poetry to alleviate their own discomfort with the medium, and to be better able to encourage and guide students in their own poetic journey.  The article includes tips for teaching poetry, as well as a helpful guide to types of poetry.

Shaw, Anita.  “Finding Poetry in Art.” April 2008 Arts & Activities. Online. EbscoHost. 

Tecumseh High School Lib., New Carlisle, OH. 5 May 2008 <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=tfh&AN=31727338&site=src-live>.

Anita Shaw, a former art teacher, presents a lesson she used with her students to allow them to write poetry influenced by an artist’s work they selected from magazines and other pictures she provided. They research the artist, write their poetry, then hey then used an art technique she taught them to reproduce the artist’s work. This could be adapted by having students look at museum sites for artwork, or by visiting a local museum.

Taylor, Marilyn. “Tips for Finding the Right Words.” Dec. 2006 Writer. Online 

EbscoHost. Tecumseh High School Lib., New Carlisle, OH. 5 May 2008. <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db+aph&AN=23577729&site=src-live>.

Taylor presents tips for teaching students how to write poetry, with an emphasis on word choice.  A selected book list and samples of poetry that highlight precise language are included.

“Writing for Teens.” April/May 2007. Writing. Online. EbscoHost. Tecumseh High 

School Lib., New Carlisle, OH 5 May 2008 <http://search.ebscohost.com/ 

login.aspx?direct+true&db=tfh&AN=24552091&site=src-live>.

This article presents suggestions for teaching students how to read poetry and proposes some sample writing prompts to use with high school students.  

InfOhio Resources for Students

The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Art and Artists in Art & Architecture.  Oxford 

Reference Online Premium. Tecumseh High School Lib., New Carlisle, OH. 

< http://www.oxfordreference.com/>.

Provides reference material on world art and artists for student research.

The Oxford Companion to Twentieth-Century Poetry in English in Literature.  Oxford 

Reference Online Premium.  Tecumseh High School Lib., New Carlisle, OH. 

< http://www.oxfordreference.com/>.

Provides source for student research on authors and poetry for student 

research.  Provided by InfOhio for Ohio’s students.
Websites for Teachers

“Ekphrasis: Poetry Confronting Art.”  Poets.org. <http://www.poets.org/ 

viewmedia.php/prmMID/5918>.

This website provides a wealth of information for the language arts teacher, especially background on Ekphrasis or poetry inspired by art. 

Maya Angelou Speaks: Dream in Color at Scholastic.com. <http://www.scholastic.com/ 

dreamincolor/africanamericanheritage/maya_angelou.htm>.

The Maya Angelou Speaks section contains video clips with Maya Angelou reading and discussing some of her own poetry. These could be used by teacher to help students learn how poets are inspired by the world around them.

Rusche, Harry.  The Poet Speaks of Art.  26 May 2000 

<http://homepage.mac.com/mseffie/assignments/paintings&poems/

titlepage.html>.

Explaining that, “as is painting, so is poetry"--the two arts have been wedded in 

the critical mind [since the time of Horace],” Rausche presents his arguments and some background on the concept of literature that is influenced by art and vice versa.  In addition, Finally, he provides some thought-provoking questions for class discussion.  

Write IT Poetry at Scholastic.com. <http://teacher.scholastic.com/writeit/poetry 

/index.htm>.

This website provides teachers and students with techniques for brainstorming, 

writing, editing, and publishing poetry.  Included are exercises to teach key concepts like imagery by using examples from master poets.

Websites for Students

Artcyclopedia.. <http://www.artcyclopedia.com/>.

A comprehensive index of thousands of works of art.  Students may search by artist, title of work, movement, or period.  Students will be able to locate works, biographical information about the artist, and will be linked directly to the museum that owns the work.

“Glossary of Poetic Terms.” Bob’s Byway. <http://www.poeticbyway.com/ 

glossary.html>. 

This website provides an online glossary of poetic terms for use by students who need additional information as they write their poetry.  The glossary has hotlinks that take the student right to a definition and example of the poetic term.

Mark Harden’s Archive. <http://www.artchive.com/>.

Harden’s website offers archives of famous art works with an index arranged by artist and by movement.  Biographical and critical information about selected works are also included.  There are frequent advertisements with some pop ups that can be moderately annoying, but overall this is an excellent site.

Poemhunter.com.  < http://www.poemhunter.com/>. 

Poem Hunter is a website that contains over 300,000 poems by various authors.  A search engine allows users to search by keyword.  Common subject areas are available to click for easy access.  The top 500 poems and authors are listed for easy clicking, as is a list of classic poets.  Additionally, users can submit favorite poems for others to view.  Song lyrics and quotations are also included

The Poetry Archive. < http://www.poetryarchive.org/poetryarchive/home.do>.

This website allows students to listen to authors reading their own poetry. Users may search by author, title, or genre.  Surprisingly enough, the archive goes back as far as Tennyson from the late 19th century through the present.  

Poetry.com Rhyming Dictionary. <http://rhyme.poetry.com/>.

This website contains an online rhyming dictionary for students.  Type a word into the search engine and receive a list of potential rhymes, sorted by number of syllables.  Also available are definitions, a thesaurus, and near rhymes.

