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Topic:

Resources for a Summarizing Activity for the Study of Ohio History


--Focusing on transportation


--Incorporating various activities designed to work with students’



abilities and learning styles 


--Reaching the same goal by suitable paths—achieving through



Differentiated Instruction


--Providing opportunities to interface electronically with outside 
museums and libraries and to use the resources of the school library to 
enrich individual research

Categories:


1. Internet images and videos for classroom, group, or individual 
study



2. Internet print materials for classroom, group, or individual use


3. Information on Distance Learning programs, resources for small-
group projects and individual activities

4. Realia: Pictures and Primary Sources (given to the students to spark 
interest and to provide material for higher-level thinking skills)
A Pathway

Resources for The History of Transportation in Cincinnati—
A Summarizing Activity to Reinforce Concepts in Ohio History Grade 4

The following list contains the methods of transportation that will be reinforced, along with their historical contexts, technological needs, and cultural effects.  This list (with the exception of the incline) was generated by a fourth-grade class toward the end of the study of Ohio History.  These means of transportation serve as the foci for the resources chosen to be included in the Pathway.
Modes of Transportation Used in Ohio

  Means of Transportation

    Needs


walking, foot



trails, close to water


canoe




river, paddles


horse




trail, close to water


wagon




road, animals


flatboat



river, steering pole


keelboat



river, poles


canal boat



canal, animals


steamboat



engine, fuel 


railroad



track, engine, fuel


incline




track, engine, fuel


car, truck



road, engine fuel


airplane



airport, engine, fuel

rocket




space center, engine, fuel

Correlations with Ohio Academic Standards and 
The Graded Course of Study of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati
Ohio Academic Standards for Grade 4:

Places and Regions:

5. Describe and compare the landforms, climates, population, vegetation, and economic characteristics of places and regions in Ohio.

7. Explain how resources, transportation and location influenced the development of cities and industries in Ohio including major industries such as oil, steel, rubber, and glass.

Human and Environmental Interaction:

8. Identify how environmental processes (i.e. glaciation and weathering) and characteristics (landforms, bodies of water, climate, vegetation) influence human settlement and activity on Ohio.
Movement:

10. Use elevation, natural resource and road maps to answer questions about patterns of settlement, economic activity and movement.


Growth:

5. Explain how canals and railroads changed settlement patterns in Ohio and Ohio’s economic and political status in the United States.

6. Explain the importance of inventors such as the Wright Brothers…

Archdiocese of Cincinnati Graded Course of Study for Grade 4:

16. Use maps to locate major physical and human features of Ohio including:

Lake Erie, rivers, plains, Appalachian Plateau…

19. Use elevation, resource, and road maps to answer questions about patterns of settlement, economic activity, and movement in Ohio.

26. Explain how canals and railroads changed the settlement patterns of Ohio and Ohio’s economic and political status in the United States.

27. Explain how resources, transportation, and location influenced the development of industries in Ohio.

29. Identify people who influenced Ohio history, i.e., leaders, inventors, and explorers.

46. Use primary and secondary sources to answer questions about Ohio History.

Notes on the Structure and Purpose of the Pathway


This Pathway will point out to teachers some visual museum internet resources, print materials from the internet, distance learning programs, small group or individual activities, primary sources, realia, and individual reading.  This listing can be used to present facts, concepts, ideas, and motivating details in the culminating activity for the study of Ohio History.   Since they are also chosen to provide input suitable for various interest, learning style, and ability levels, they are useful as part of a Differentiated Instruction experience.
Resource Category #1: Internet images and videos for classroom, group, or individual study
1. Cincinnati Museum Center at Union Terminal


http://www.rudinec.com/cincinnati/index.html

A selection of prints (There are more.) available from the art collection.  

Kentucky Landscape shows the pristine Ohio River.

View of Cincinnati shows the city from Kentucky in steamboat times.

Mount Adams Incline shows the incline and surrounding buildings.

2. Cincinnati Museum Center at Union Terminal


http://library.cincymuseum.org  Click on 75th Anniversary Online Exhibit.


Video of the history of the terminal: also shows briefly a bit of the canals, steam 


engines and diesels, and a soldier with a tag telling when to wake him.


Under “Decorative Elements” is a silent video of the décor of the facility with


a still of the mural showing the earliest history of transportation in Cincinnati.


Other parts of the online exhibit are also interesting.

3. Historical Atlas of Cincinnati


http://www.nku.edu/~hisgeo/AtlasProject/index.htm

This site has a good photograph of a horsecar and links to maps of the horsecar 
lines, which along with the inclines provided the technologies to live on the hills 
and work in the city.  There are also pictures of inclines and electric streetcars.

4. Original Fort Washington Way


http://www.cincinnati-transit.net/fww.html

Some interesting historical pictures in this site are of areas the students will know 
from riding the connector among the interstates and main routes in downtown 
Cincinnati.  The I-71 tunnel area, crowded living and working conditions where 
the stadiums are, and the water level during the flood of 1997 are suggested.

5. New Fort Washington Way


http://www.cincinnati-transit.net/fww-2000.html

Photographs of the reconstruction of Fort Washington Way will show students 
how complex the distributor was in the late 1980’s and how it is today.  The 
“trench” will be covered over eventually as part of the The Banks project.
6. Ohio Historical Society, Ohio Pix 


http://www.ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/ohiopix 


Search for Transportation and Modes of Transportation.


The site has a picture of the Cincinnati Subway.  There is also a picture (not from 
Cincinnati) that shows a river, a canal, an inter-urban train, a railway, and a road in 
the same photograph.
7. Ohio Historical Society 


http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org 


Here is a good map of the Miami Purchase.  There are also paintings of 
Cincinnati, steamboats, and an inter-urban (not from Cincinnati).

8. Cincinnati History Museum


http://www.cincymuseum.org 


In the “Settlement to 1860” section are trails, steamboats, and Cincinnati as a 
“Walking City.”  Visuals of trolleys, trains, and cars are in the “Cincinnati in 
Motion” section.  The “Cincinnati Goes to War” entry also shows trains, trolleys, 
and cars.

9. Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum


http://www.nasm.si.edu/collections/imagery/apollo/AS11/a11.htm 


This site gives pictures of the Apollo 11 moon landing and Neil Armstrong.

10. Millennium Trails


http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~maggieoh/Gwen/migration.htm

Map of Ohio Migration Trails, especially Great Trail or Great Path—compare the 
route of the trail to US Route 127.

11. Canal Society of Ohio


http://my.ohio.voyager.net/~lstevens/canal/canalmap.html 


This is a map of the Ohio canals with their branches and feeder lakes.

Resource Category #2: Internet print materials for classroom, group, or individual use
1. Cincinnati Museum Center at Union Terminal


http://library.cincymuseum.org/uthisthelp.htm 


A history of Cincinnati’s Union Terminal, including descriptions and contents of 
the Winold Reiss mosaics in the rotunda can provide background.
2. Historical Atlas of Cincinnati


http://www.nku.edu/~hisgeo/AtlasProject/index.htm 


This site has a good section called Topography and the Early Days which relates 
glacial to the current situation of Cincinnati.  The transition from horsecars to 
cable cars to electric streetcars illustrates the effect of technological advances.  
The reading level is challenging to students, although some could handle it with 
guidance and explanation of the “big words.”

3. Smithsonian


http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/lesson_plans/wright 


This gives background on the First Flight, including primary and secondary 
sources such as the telegram announcing the flight, an exaggerated news report, 
and a magazine interview.  

4. Great River Road


http://www.greatriverroad.com/lewclark/boats.htm

This explains about keelboats, how they are built and how they are poled.

5. Malachite’s Big Hole


http://home.att.net/~mman/Keelboat.htm

This tells all about keelboats—cost, poling, problems with attacks, and difficulties 
with river travel.  The article includes a primary source—a diary of a trip in 1828.

Resource Category #3: Distance Learning Programs, small-group projects, individualized activities
1. Cincinnati Museum Center at Union Terminal


http://www.cincymuseum.org/educators_researchs/educators/distance_learning

This gives details of distance learning procedures.
2. Heroes of Ohio Coloring Book, based on Heroes of Ohio by Rick Sowash. Rick 
Sowash Publishing Co., Inc.: Cincinnati, Ohio 513-721-1241. www.sowash.com 

Pictures to color and display, including John Chapman, Simon Kenton, 
Tecumseh, Oliver Hazard Perry, John Parker, Orville and Wilbur Wright, Emma 
Gatewood, Neil Armstrong, and others not included in the topic for this 
transportation Pathway can be found in the coloring book.
3. Ohio Jography by Carol Marsh. Gallopade International, www.ohioexperience.com 


The scavenger-hunt-type riddles, fill-ins, matching exercises, etc. are suitable for 
small-group or competitive activities.  Be sure each group has a detailed Ohio 
map to use.

4. Smithsonian


http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/lesson_plans/wright 


This gives background on the First Flight, including primary and secondary 
sources.  There is a lesson plan that can be adapted and used comparing different 
people’s reactions to the invention of the airplane.

Resource Category #4 Realia: Pictures and Primary Sources

1. Black-and-White Photographs from Ohio Bookstore, 726 Main St., Cincinnati, Ohio 


45202,  513-621-5142


Miami and Erie Canal: the canal through downtown, showing vehicles and 
streetcars. 

Incline: also shows washlines, crowding, and other evidence of tenements.


Eden Park: show Model T’s.

2.  Cincinnati: An Urban History Sourcebook, Book I , available from the Cincinnati 


Historical Society, Cincinnati Museum Center


a. p.9 advertisement from Centinel of the Northwest Territory January 11, 1794 


for flatboat services


b. p. 17 diary of a trip from Toledo to Cincinnati on the canal


c. pp. 18-19 steamboats, schedules, pictures

d. pp. 36-37 incline and electric car, picture and contemporary essay


e. pp. 60-61 street maps, photos, political poster


f. pp. 62-63 automobiles, pictures, advertisements, letters


g. pp. pp.64-65 pictures of Lunken Airport, the Cincinnati Skyline, and the 
UnionTerminal Rotunda

3. Cincinnati: An Urban History Sourcebook, Book II

a. pp. 16-17 pictures of steamboats and railroads


b. pp. 36-37 catalogue ads, cars taking business from the railroads, horses

Resource Category #5 Books for individual reading—Accelerated Reader information included if it is known

1. Heroes of Ohio by Rick Sowash. Gabriel’s Horn Publishing Company: Bowling 
Green, Ohio, 1998.  www.ourheroes.com 

It has twenty-three stories of Ohioans who explored, invented, helped others, etc.  
The book is readable; the chapters are short and interesting.

2. Danger Along the Ohio by Patricia Willis. Clarion Books: New York, New York, 
1997.  

Lost in the Ohio River Valley in May, 1793, twelve-year-old Clare and her 
two brothers struggle to survive in the wilderness and to avoid capture by the 
Shawnee.  It moves slowly.  AR level 5.4, Points 6.0
3. Trouble on the Ohio River by Norma Jean Lutz. Barbour Publishing, Inc.: 
Uhrichsville, Ohio, 1997.


Three children endure an economic depression resulting from drought and the 
resulting low level of the Ohio River, which lowers food supply and stops trade.  
Social problems and cultural conditions are well illustrated.  

4. Orphan Journey Home by Liza Ketchum. Avon Books: New York, New York, 2000.

In 1828, while traveling from Illinois to Kentucky, twelve-year-old Jesse and her 
two brothers and sister lose their parents to the mild sickness and must try to 
finish the dangerous journey by themselves.  This book was originally published 
in serial form.  The chapters are short and full of action.  It would be a good read-
aloud book.  AR level 3.7, Points 3.0

5. Littsie of Cincinnati by Jimmy Powers Berten.  Fountain Square Publishing LLC: 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 2003.


Littsie meets characters of early Cincinnati and faces problems common to the 
time.  She meets the challenges in this interesting, fast-moving narrative.  She 
encounters a realistic steamboat life-style not often seen in children’s books.
6. Cincinnati: An Urban History by Karen Regina. The Cincinnati Historical Society: 
Cincinnati, Ohio, 1989.


This is a textbook written for the fourth-grade.  It is readable and high interest for 
the students.  The pictures, diagrams, and maps of Cincinnati are not too “busy” 
for the students.  It was written before the current Standards, but has good ideas 
interestingly presented. 
7. Rand McNally Cincinnati, Hamilton and Clermont Counties Street Finder, 2001

In the Northwest Land Ordinance, the territory was organized into townships.  
This book of local maps shows the townships, local creeks, and a more consistent 
north-south orientation of the roads in the flatter parts of the area.

