Ohio’s Mound Builders Pathfinder

Name:  Robin Schwartz

School:  Indian Run Elementary, Dublin City Schools

Workshop Location:  Columbus Museum of Art, Spring 2007

Title of Companion Action Plan:  Ohio

Grade Level:  4

Curriculum/Subject Area: Social Studies

Ohio Academic Content Standards: Grade 4

History—Students use materials drawn from the diversity of human experience to analyze and interpret significant events, patterns and themes in the history of Ohio, the United States and the world. 

Benchmark B:  Describe the cultural patterns that are evident in North America today as a result of exploration, colonization and conflict.

People in Societies – Students use knowledge of perspectives, practices and products of cultural, ethnic and social groups to analyze the impact of their commonality and diversity within local, national, regional and global settings.  

Benchmark A:  Compare practices and products of North American cultural groups

Specific Topic:  Ohio’s Mound Builders (Native Americans)

This pathfinder includes information on a variety of topics related to the Hopewell, Adena and Fort Ancient indigenous peoples of prehistoric Ohio.  These groups created the earthworks or mounds found throughout Ohio and the Ohio Valley.

Dewey Numbers

970.1, JFIC, 930.1, 970.471

Subject Headings

Mound-builders.

Indians of North America East (U.S.) Antiquities.

East (U.S.) Antiquities.

Mound-builders—Ohio.

Indians of North America.

Hopewell cultures Ohio River Valley.

Hopewell architecture Ohio River Valley.

Ohio—Antiquities.

Mounds—Ohio.

Adena culture—Ohio.

Adena culture Juvenile literature.

Hopewell culture Juvenile literature.

Fort Ancient culture Juvenile literature.

Earthworks (Archeology) Ohio River Valley.

Museum Websites for Students

*SunWatch Indian Village http://sunwatch.boonshoftmuseum.org/
*Hopewell Culture National Historical Park http://www.nps.gov/hocu/     

*Fort Ancient  http://www.ohiohistory.org/places/ftancien/

*these websites are excellent and highly recommended

Other Museum Websites

Serpent Mound http://www.ohiohistory.org/places/serpent/
Shrum Mound http://www.ohiohistory.org/places/shrum/
Newark Earthworks http://www.ohiohistory.org/places/newarkearthworks/
Wright Earthworks http://www.ohiohistory.org/places/newarkearthworks/wright.html
Octagon Earthworks http://www.ohiohistory.org/places/newarkearthworks/octagon.html
Seip Mound http://www.ohiohistory.org/places/seip/
Story Mound http://www.ohiohistory.org/places/story/
Miamisburg Mound http://www.ohiohistory.org/places/miamisbg/
Museum Websites for Teachers

SunWatch Indian Village http://sunwatch.boonshoftmuseum.org/
Hopewell Culture National Historical Park http://www.nps.gov/hocu/     

Fort Ancient  http://www.ohiohistory.org/places/ftancien/
Other Ohio Websites

Ohio History Teachers

http://www.ohiohistoryteachers.org/index.shtml
Excellent field trip possibilities, teacher resources, lesson plans, case history kits, charts and social studies content standards.  Includes free pamphlet, “People of the Past: Ohio’s Prehistoric Cultures”, in PDF format

http://www.ohiohistoryteachers.org/02/05/05ta.pdf
Ohiotrek.org -- Moundbuilders

http://www.nwoet.org/ohiotrek/student_index.htm
Useful website about the Moundbuilders from WBGU-TV at Bowling Green State University.  (Note:  the video links don’t work, but the rest of the information is outstanding.)

Fort Ancient – Hopewell Native American Earthworks

http://www.shakerwssg.org/fort_ancient_hopewell_native_ame.htm
From the Western Shaker Study Group and the Waynesville Area Heritage and Cultural Center

Ohio History Central

http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/entry.php?rec=1279
Information about Woodland period prehistoric Native American groups

Websites outside of Ohio

American Treasures of the Library of Congress http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trr030.html
Historical manuscripts and maps of the earthworks of Marietta and Ross County Ohio

A String of Beads:  The Mound Builders of the Ohio Valley

http://library.thinkquest.org/CR0212160/
Outstanding student ThinkQuest from Charles Russell Elementary School in Ashland, Kentucky.

James Q. Jacobs photography website -- Ancient Earthworks of Eastern North America Photo Galleries

http://www.jqjacobs.net/blog/chillicothe.html
One man’s blog and photos of mounds and ancient earthworks.  Photos may be used for free by educators.

The First Americans –The Moundbuilders

http://www.watertown.k12.ma.us/cunniff/americanhistorycentral/01firstamericans/The_Moundbuild.html
Website from Watertown Schools in Massachusetts.  Excellent use of key concepts and vocabulary.

InstructorWeb:  Native Americans – The Mound Builders History Lesson

http://www.instructorweb.com/lesson/moundbuilders.asp
Safe-T-Gallery

http://www.safetgallery.com/MoundPix/MoundFrameset.html
Photographs of Indian Mounds of North American by Don Burmeister

Cybersleuth Kids

http://cybersleuth-kids.com/sleuth/History/Native_Americans/Mound_Builders/index.htm
SunWatch Village Game

http://www.susankae.com/sunwatch.htm
Educational activity based on the SunWatch Village located in Dayton, Ohio

Online Encyclopedias

Fact Monster

http://www.factmonster.com/ce6/sci/A0834239.html
Answers.com

http://www.answers.com/topic/mound-builder
Magazine articles

“Window to the Past”, by  Mary Alice Casey.  Perspectives, Spring/Summer 1999. Ohio University.

http://news.research.ohiou.edu/perspectives/archives/9901/past002.htm
“Moundbuilders”, by Elizabeth Headstrom.  National Parks, Jan/Feb 93

http://web.ebscohost.com.proxy.oplin.org/sas/detail?vid=6&hid=113&sid=0d0fa7b2-ee6a-428d-8070-6cf25afc019f%40sessionmgr104
“Ancient Mound Builders”, by E. Barrie Jovasch.  Cobblestone, October 2003, vol.24, issue 7

Books for Children

Levy, Elizabeth.  Awesome Ancient Ancestors!:  Mound Builders, Maya and more.  Scholastic, 2001.  (Non Fiction)

Roza, Greg.  The Adena, Hopewell and Fort Ancient of Ohio.  Power Kids, 2005. (Non Fiction)

Searcy, Margaret.  Ikwa of the Mound-Builder Indians.  Pelican, 1989. (Fiction)

Books for Teachers

Glozhober, Robert C.  Serpent Mound:  Ohio’s Enigmatic Effigy Mound.  Ohio Historical Society, 1994.

Innes, Brian.  Native American Monuments.  Raintree Steck-Vaughn, 1999.

Hotham, Lar.  Treasures of the Mound Builders.  Hothem House, 1989.

Lepper, Bradley T.  Ohio Archeology:  An Illustrated Chronicle of Ohio’s Ancient American Indian Culture.  Orange Frazer, 2005.

Lepper, Bradley T.  People of the Mounds:  Ohio’s Hopewell Culture.  Ohio Historical Society, 1995.

Mound Builders and Cliff Dwellers.  Time-Life Books, 1992.

Shaffer, Lynda.  Native Americans Before 1490:  the Moundbuilding Centers of the Eastern Woodlands.  ME Sharpe, 1992.

Silverberg, Robert.  The Mound Builders.  Ohio University Press, 1986.

Steele, William O.  Talking Bones:  Secrets of Indian Mound Builders.  Harper, 1978.

