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Curriculum/subject area: Ohio animals and library skills
Ohio Academic Content Standards for the library are as follows:

Information literacy, Benchmark A, Library Awareness: 1. Visit the library media center when needed for classroom projects…

Benchmark B, Library Awareness: Know that library media center materials are provided in several formats. 2. Locate sections of the library media center based on need or activity (computer lab, non-fiction section). 3. Select books … to borrow.
Benchmark C, Library organization, 2. Understand that nonfiction books are arranged on the shelf by numbers. 3. Know the difference between easy books, …and nonfiction books. 4. Explore library media center materials using the library catalog, with assistance.

Benchmark E, Understanding information, 1. Tell about the purposes of information use..2. Distinguish between fact and fiction. 3. Ask questions to investigate problems or topics…4. Find information about a question using library resources. 5. Use information to communicate findings orally….6. Check the work and explain the process used to find information

Technology Literacy, Benchmark A, 1. Logon to library network/computer system….2. Explore the online public access catalog…Benchmark B, 3. Search for information in an online encyclopedia …

Grade Level: 2nd grade

Specific topic: Ohio animals

Topic and Explanation:

Second grade students will visit the library with their classroom teacher. They will each research an animal native to Ohio. As they research, they will answer various questions about their animals. Questions will be about the animals’ habitats, their physical descriptions,  diets, etc. In addition, students will formulate their own questions about their animals and then locate the correct answers. 

In order to conduct their research, the students will locate and use a variety of sources. These will include books, websites, and museum visits.

Dewey Numbers to consult:
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599.4

598
Subject Headings:

Otter

Bald Eagle

Snake

Bat

Squirrel

Beaver

Deer

Fox


Rabbit

Raccoon
Chipmunk

Bobcat

Owl

Frog


Box Turtle

Opossum
Mink


Muskrat

Websites:

www.infohio.org
Encyclopedia Britannica 
from here students can access Encyclopedia Britannica Online. At the search box they can type the name of the animal. Once the animal comes up, they often will be able to see a picture of the animal and learn the answers to many of their questions. The articles usually will name the different species, provide a physical description of the animal, explain the habitat, tell the various places it lives, describe its behavior, and describe how the animal interacts with humans.
www.infohio.org
EBSCO animal
from here students can access EBSCO animal.

At the find box they can enter the name of the animal. Next, they will need to click on a particular species of their assigned animal. They will then be able to see a list of data about their animal, such as its kingdom, class, location, etc. They will also be able to see a picture of the animal and read an article about the animal, which will answer the basic questions about the animal.

http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org
Ohio History Central
At the search box the student may enter the name of the animal. Basic information is provided, along with a picture. In addition, the length of time the animal has been prevalent in Ohio history is given. Native American uses for the animal are also provided.
www.dnr.state.oh.us/wildlife/Resources/wildnotes/wildnotes.htm

Ohio Department of Natural Resources/ Division of Wildlife 

At this site, students click on a main topic, such as birds and mammals, amphibians, reptiles, fish, etc. Next, a list of animals from A to Z will come up. Once students choose their animals, they will see a picture of the animal, a description, what species live in the state of Ohio, its habitat and habits, the reproduction and care of its young, where to view the animal in Ohio, and management plans for the animal.
http://www.wildwnc.org/af/index.html
Western North Carolina Nature Center 
At this site, a list of animals will come up. Students will click on their animals. A picture of the animal will come up. There will also be general information about the animal, a description, the habits and habitat, and the history of the animal.
Books:

Arnold, Caroline. Bobcats. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications, 1997.

Describes the life cycle, behavior, habitat and dangers faced by bobcats.

Blomquist, Christopher. Box turtle. N.Y., N.Y.: PowerKids Press, 2004.

Examines the characteristics of box turtles, their eating habits, mating, birth and growth, hibernation, life span and enemies. Also, gives descriptions of specific species of box turtles.

Fraser, Mary Ann. Where are the night animals? N.Y., N.Y.: HarperCollins, 1999.

Describes several nocturnal animals and their nighttime activities, including the opossum, brown bat and tree frog.

Fowler, Allan. Squirrels and Chipmunks. Danbury, CT: Children’s Press, 1997.

Describes members of the squirrel family, including woodchucks and prairie dogs.

Hall, Margaret. Muskrats. Mankato, MN: Capstone Press, 2004.

Introduces characteristics and behaviors of muskrats. Includes photographs.
Heinz, Brian. Butternut Hollow Pond. Brookfield, CT: Millbrook Press, 2000.

Describes the dynamics of survival and competition in and around a typical North American pond. Featured animals are the frog, water snake, and opossum.

Kite, L. Patricia. Raccoons. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications, 2004.

Levine, Michelle. Red foxes. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner, 2004.

Macken, JoAnn. Deer. CT: Early Learning Library, 2005.

Markle, Sandra. Snakes: biggest! Littlest!. PA, 2005.

Martin-James, Kathleen. Building Beavers. Menneapolis: Lerner Publications, 2000.

Details the physical characteristics, habits and environment of the North American beaver.

Morgan, Sally. The weasel family. IL: Chrysalis Education, 2005.

Patent, Dorothy. Eagles of America. N.Y.: Holiday House, 1995.

Beautiful photographs on almost every page. Descriptions of eagles and discussion about how they were once abundant and to how assist in their survival.

Patent, Dorothy. White-tailed deer. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner, 2005.

Royston, Angela. Rabbit. IL: Chrysalis Education, 2005.

Smith, Roland, Vultures. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner, 1997.

Videos:

Eyewitness Bird. N.Y.: D.K. Vision, 1994.
Describes the history, shapes, and habitats of many birds. Thirty-five minutes of running time.

Eyewitness Mammal. N.Y.: D.K. Vision, 1996
Details incredible facts and folklore about many popular animals, from small to enormous and friendly to ferocious. Thirty-five minutes of running time.
Eyewitness Reptile. N.Y.: D.K. Vision, 1994.
Examines the lives and diversity of many cold-blooded vertebrates. Thirty-five minutes of running time.

Museums:

http://www.boonshoftmuseum.org
Boonshoft Museum of Discovery
Meet the Animals (grades K-12): This is a program offered by the museum, as a field trip. Students would meet animals, reptiles, amphibians, and birds that live at the museum. They would also learn about wildlife conservation and how they can protect animals in the wild.
Animal Homes (grades 1-3): This program is offered by the museum as a field trip. Students would discover where different kinds of animals live in the wild. They would explore the lives of insects, chipmunks, and birds. They would meet, see, and touch many animals.
http://www.mnh.si.edu/mna/
(Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History) North American Mammals
Once at this site, students may search for their particular animal via a variety of ways. They can conduct a map search, a species search, a family tree search, a conservation status search, or a special collections search. Once the student’s animal is located, basic facts about the animal are provided, a photo of the animal is displayed, a map depicting where the animal lives is shown, and links to other sites about the animal are displayed.
Museum Visit

Boonshoft Museum of Natural History

2600 DeWeese Pwky.

Dayton, Ohio 45414

http://www.boonshoftmuseum.org
I visited both virtually and in person. I visited, in person, on Sunday, February 25, 2007 with my family.

(2) 
The Boonshoft is a natural history museum. It has many hands-on science experiments, planetarium shows, story times, live animals, and a tidal pool, to name a few of its highlights. It showcases the following departments or areas of study:  geology, anthropology, archaeology, astronomy, biology, robotics, the Charles E. Exley Jr. Wild Ohio Zoo, and education. 


I decided to visit this museum because it is local and it has a nice animal exhibit. 
(4) Web Resources:  On the Web, each area or department (under Areas of Interest) is spotlighted. The user can click onto each area: geology, anthropology, archaeology, astronomy, biology, robotics, the Charles E. Exley Jr. Wild Ohio Zoo and education. Once at the particular area, a definition of the area of interest is provided. Next, there are highlights of the collection. This includes photos and detailed descriptions. There is also a Q and A section (question and answer) about the topic. Finally, there are links to sites relevant to the topic. 

The following are tabs the user can click onto to learn more about the museum: Home, Plan Your Visit, Programs and Events, Exhibits, Areas of Interest, Membership, and About Us.

 (5) Educational Resources:  The museum will conduct field trips around a particular program. All are designed according to the Ohio Academic Content Standards and incorporate hands-on experimentation and study. In addition, each one provides for reflection and discussion. A few of the main programs are the Oscar Boonshoft Science Central Programs, the Environmental and Wildlife Connection Programs, the Caryl D. Philips Space Theater Programs, the Anthropology and Geology Programs, and the Early Childhood Programs.


In addition to field trips, the museum provides Exhibits-to-go, the museum’s traveling museum. These are hands-on exhibit presentations taken directly to the school.

Finally, the museum offers distance learning. Students my view rare video footage and private museum collections, among other resources. Schools must have the necessary equipment to participate in this program and the particular learning program must be scheduled with the museum one month in advance.

(6) There are no virtual tours or interactive demonstrations available on the website.

(7) I would like to take the second grade students on a field trip to the Charles E. Exley Wild Ohio Zoo. The live animal collection is comprised of over one hundred animals and insects and spotlights native Ohio wildlife. 


Upon entering the exhibit, one finds himself in a prairie habitat. He meets Tawny, the coyote, Ivy the groundhog and milk-snake. From there, one moves into a forest habitat and meets foxes, Scarlett and Sterling, Madison, the bobcat, Echo, the bat, and several black rat snakes. The trip ends with a visit to a wetland habitat where one meets ducks, salamanders, fish, turtles, and river otters. 

This field trip would fit well into the students’ study of Ohio animals. It would be great way to either begin or end their study of Ohio animals. Seeing live animals in their “natural” habitats would greatly enhance students’ understanding and appreciation of animals in the wild.
