Resources for Teaching Of Mice and Men  by John Steinbeck
Name:  Charmayne Polen
School:  Trumbull Career and Technical Center
Workshop Location:  Kent State University Fashion Museum
Grade Level:  11th grade 
Curriculum/Subject Area:  English
Ohio Academic Content Standards:  Reading Processes, Reading Applications, Writing    

Applications, Communication:  Oral and Visual

Specific Topic with Explanation:  In preparation for reading Of Mice and Men, students must learn about the time period of the book.  Examination of the 1930s includes studying the presidents Herbert Hoover and Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the Great Depression and Roosevelt’s New Deal program to help counter the devastating effects of the Depression.  The following resources will help locate information about these topics relating to the 1930s.
Dewey Numbers:  

· 973 – American History

· 921 – Biography

· 320 – Government/Policies

· 973.917 – FDR/Great Depression/New Deal

· 973.916 – Herbert Hoover
Subject Headings:  



· Roosevelt, Franklin Delano
· New Deal

· Great Depression

· Hoover, Herbert

· 1930s

Websites:
· “Bartleby.com:  Great Books Online”

<www.bartleby.com/124/pres49.htm>
This site provides access to FDR’s inaugural address as well as speeches of Herbert Hoover.

· “The Great Depression and the Arts:  A Unit of Study for Grades 8-12.”

<www.newdeal.feri.org/nchs/lesson02.htm>
Provides an in-depth lesson plan on documenting the migrant experience.  Includes resources and extension activity.

· “Fireside Chats of FDR”
<http://www.mhrcc.org/fdr/fdr.htm>
Text of a variety of fireside chats given by FDR in the 1930s.

· “National New Deal Preservation Association”

<http://www.newdeallegacy.org/art_projects.html>
Description of FDR’s New Deal art with links to specific art, theatre, writing and music projects.

· “New Deal Network”

<http://newdeal.feri.org>
Research and study links highlighting articles, speeches, text, photos, lesson plans and web projects for educators.
· “The White House”

<http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/>
Bibliographical information about the White House and its presidents, including FDR and Herbert Hoover.

· “The Great Depression and the New Deal”

<http://www.bergen.org/AAST/projects/depression>
Basic overview of the Great Depression and New Deal, along with political philosophies of FDR and Hoover.

· “Kingwood College Library:  American Cultural History:  1930-1939”
<http://kiclibrary.nhmccde.edu/decade30.html>
Extensive overview of America during the 1930s, including links to information about FDR and Hoover.
Museums:
· “The Library of Congress:  Brother Can You Spare a Dime?”
<http://memory.loc.gov/learn/lessons/98/dime/intro.htm>
Lesson plan allowing students to investigate FDR’s New Deal programs and compare them to the welfare programs of today.

· “FDR:  American Heritage Center”
<http://www.fdrheritage.org/links.htm>
Gives links and resources about FDR, the New Deal and the Great Depression.

· “Kresge Art Museum Virtual Walking Tour of New Deal Art and Architecture”
<http://www.smu.ed/~kamuseum/exhibitions/online/walking/index.htm>
Virtual tour of New Deal art projects located around Michigan State University’s campus.

· “National Archives”
<http://archives.gov/exhibits/new_deal_for_the_arts/text_introduction.html>
Description of New Deal arts program with links to photos of art and extensive bibliography list of additional resources.

· “National Park Service”
<http://www.nps.gov>
Includes information about the FDR Memorial and the Herbert Hoover Historic Site, as well as links to lesson plans for educators. 

· “Smithsonian:  American Politics and Law”
<http://www.si.edu/history_and_culture/american/politics_and_law>
Extensive information about the presidents, including links to the “Hall of Presidents Portrait Gallery” and “Profiles of Our Nation’s Leaders”.

· “National Postal Museum:  Letter Writing in America”
<http://postalmuseum.si.edu/letterwriting/lw07.html>
Digitized images of actual letters written by citizens during FDR’s presidency and the Great Depression.

· “Ohio Historical Society”
<http://www.ohiohistory.org/>
Pictures and documents of Ohio history, including pictures of FDR.  Also links to “Ohio History Teachers”, an educational resources program from Ohio Historical Society.
· “Herbert Hoover Presidential Library and Museum”
<http://hooverarchives.gov>
Links to curriculum guides for educators about Herbert Hoover.

· “The Getty Museum”
<http://www.getty.edu/education/search>
Offers lesson plans on the Great Depression which help students understand and empathize with migrant workers of this time.

· “The Metropolitan Museum of Art”
<http://metmuseum.org/education.er_teacher.asp>
Provides links to lesson plans on FDR’s most famous speeches, asking students to analyze the content within the text.

Books:
· McElvaine, Robert S.  The Depression and the New Deal:  A History in Documents.  Illus.        
                  Series:  Pages from History.  Oxford, 2000.  

A documentary account of the 1930s in America using sources such as government papers, diaries, songs, poetry, art, cartoons and newspaper articles.

· Meltzer, Milton.  Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?  The Great Depression, 1929-1933.  
                  Series:  Library of American History.  New York:  Facts on File, 1991.


Using interviews from farmers, sharecroppers and workers, the book shows the tragedy of 


the Great Depression.

· Dudley, William, ed.  The Great Depression:  Opposing Viewpoints.  Illus. Series:  

                  Opposing Viewpoints Digests.  Greenhaven LB, 1994.


Explores the Great Depression and the New Deal through interviews and quotes.

· Goodwin, Doris Kearns.  No Ordinary Time:  Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt:  The
                  Homefront in World War II.  Simon & Shuster, 1994.


Discusses the White House during the time of WWII, as well as the Roosevelt’s role in 


Maintaining the homefront.

Videos:
· FDR:  A Presidency Revealed.  Writer David C. Taylor.  Team Productions, 2005.

Documentary of FDR, with archival footage of FDR, Eleanor Roosevelt and Winston Churchill.

· Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?.  Dir. Philippe Mora.  Good Times Enterprises, 1975.

Documentary of the 1930s and the Great Depression, with archival footage of FDR, Herbert Hoover, Harry Truman and Winston Churchill.

