Name: Sarah Lynix

School: Polaris Career Center, Middleburg Heights, OH 
Workshop Location: Online, Spring 2010

Grade Levels: 11th & 12th grade

Curriculum/Subject Area: 
Criminal Justice Career-Technical program & embedded Forensic Science class

Ohio Academic Content Standards:
Law & Public Safety: Core Body of Knowledge (ODE):
Employ critical thinking and problem-solving skills independently or in teams to formulate solutions to problems.
Apply active listening skills to obtain and clarify information provided in oral communications.
Assess situations involving specialized interpersonal skills.
Criminal Justice Pathway Standards (ODE):
Demonstrate basic response to a crime scene; protect and document the investigation.
Conduct interviews of witnesses and interview/interrogate suspects.
Examine basic response to a crime scene.
Specific Topic: Observation Skills for Crime Scene Investigators

The topic of this pathfinder is related to the Criminal Justice Career-Technical program.  Students in this program spend a great deal of time learning about crime scene investigation.  The class instructor has noticed that students struggle with observation skills, logical thinking, and critical thinking.  This pathfinder will focus on resources that students and teachers can use to improve instruction and learning.

Museum Websites for Students:
Crime Scene Insects (Temporary Traveling Exhibit)
http://www.miamisci.org/www/csi-crime-scene-insects.php
The Miami Science Museum offers a variety of “crime scene” investigation exhibits, focusing on “Crime Scene Insects.”  The website states that “flies, beetles, wasps and other insects can provide important clues that help investigators tie suspects and victims to a crime scene, determine the timing of the crime and the role of drugs or toxins in a crime scene.”  Students can use the links off of the website to explore this topic more in depth.  Offering a different perspective on analysis will help students think “outside the box” when it comes to crime scene investigation.

National Museum of Crime and Punishment

http://www.crimemuseum.org/
Students can use this website for a variety of activities.  The “Crime Library” located under “Programs” provides a wealth of information on all crime scene elements and reporting.
CSI: Traveling Exhibit

http://www.csitheexperience.org/
This is an amazing website that introduces students to this traveling exhibit!  There is an interactive map of the exhibit with videos on each section to explore and view. There is also a “web adventure” students can participate in a game created by Rice University to engage students in an alcohol-related crime. 
Virtual Museum: Crime Scene Investigation (Virtual Museums of Canada)
http://www.virtualmuseum.ca/Exhibitions/Myst/en/game/index.phtml
Students can participate in this interactive, online simulation through a crime scene.  Students collect clues and attempt to solve the crime. 

Museum Websites for Teachers:

Metropolitan Museum of Art
http://www.aam-us.org/pubs/mn/frick.cfm
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/Teaching-Cops-to-See.html
My inspiration for working with the Criminal Justice teachers came from this article: “Teaching Cops to See” printed in the Smithsonian magazine.  The article describes how an art historian educates police officers on observation skills through the use of art at the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

American Museum of Natural History

http://www.amnh.org/learn/musings/SP01/h_hwClassroom.htm
Information from “The Educator’s Connection” American Museum of Natural History

Museum professionals write about how to use observation skills in a museum visit as well as in everyday classroom instruction.

Woodson Art Museum

http://www.lywam.org/education/Learning%20to%20Look.pdf
Learning to Look: Using Artwork to Heighten Observation Skills

This activity is sponsored by the Woodson Art Museum with links for instructional activities on observation skills.

Miami Science Museum—Miami, FL

http://www.miamisci.org/www/exhibits/csi/CSI-Teacher-Guide-Part1.PDF
The Miami Science Musuem’s Teacher Guide to “Crime Scene Insects.” 

(Temporary Traveling Exhibit)

Museum of Science—Boston, MA

http://www.mos.org/events_activities/videocasts&d=2908
High Tech Fingerprinting Videocast that students can watch and instructors can use along with journal articles linked below the video.

Cleveland Museum of Natural History

http://cmnh.org/site/Files/classesandprograms/09-10SchoolandTeacher.pdf
This is the online teacher guide for programming in our local area.  Special program of interest to this pathfinder:   Genetic Revolution — for grades 7-12 
Genetic engineering? DNA testing? GMO? Stem cells? Review current applications of DNA research and find out how biotechnology may affect your life. Team up to analyze DNA evidence from a crime scene, review case studies involving genetic information and how this knowledge influences ethical decisions.
Books:
From the Polaris Career Center Media Center:

152.14 SEC  

The Great Book of Optical Illusions / Al Seckel. 

364.973 YON  
Crime Scene USA: A Traveler's Guide to the Locations of Famous and Infamous Murders, Robberies, Kidnappings, and Other Unlawful Acts : from the Bureau of Amateur Detectives and Gatherers of Evidence (BADGE) / by Neal S. Yonover. 
373.788 BRO  
No Easy Answers : The Truth Behind Death at Columbine / Brooks Brown and Rob Merritt. 

519.2 ORK  

What Are the Odds? : Chance in Everyday Life / Mike Orkin. 

153.6 AXT  

Gestures:  The Do's and Taboos of Body Language Around the World. Axtell, Roger E.

152.1 PAR  

The World's Best Optical Illusions / Charles H. Paraquin.
302.2 GAY  

Getting Your Message Across / Kathlyn Gay. 
133.9 SCH  

The Truth About Medium: Extraordinary Experiments with the Real Allison DuBois of NBC's Medium and Other Remarkable Psychics / Gary E. Schwartz, with William L. Simon.
530 JAR  

Mad About Physics: Brain Twisters, Paradoxes, and Curiosities / Christopher Jargodzki and Franklin Potter. 
793.73 KIM 

Puzzle Workout: A multi-Dimensional Exercise Program for Your Mind / Scott Kim. 

302.2 MOR  

Bodytalk: The Meaning of Human Gestures / Desmond Morris.  

153.1 BAD  

Your Memory: A User's Guide / Alan Baddeley. 

Infohio Electronic Resources:  
Learning Express Library—Occupation Practice Tests

Students can practice for a variety of certification tests in the areas of: Border Patrol, Corrections, Court Officer, Police Officer, Police Sergeant, Probation Officer, State Trooper/Highway Patrol and Treasury Enforcement. More specifically, for this portion of the unit, students can focus on the subtests of the Police Officer test: Judgment and Problem Solving, Memorization and Visualization, Number & Letter Recall and Reading Comprehension.

Oxford Reference Online: Premium Edition
Students can use this resource for online reference to some of the world’s most trusted reference materials.  In this unit, students will find the subject reference section very user friendly.  The “law” link gives them access to a Dictionaries of Law and Law Enforcement, The Oxford Companion to American Law, and the Oxford Companions to the Supreme Court Cases and Decisions.
Media Resources (online training manuals and materials): 
Improving Observation Skills on Campus: University Crime Watch Powerpoint
http://www.universitycrimewatch.org/trainings/Improving_observation_skills_on_campus/ImprovingObservationSkillsonCampus.pps
Training program that can be used with students to improve observation skills.
Using Analysis for Problem Solving: A Guidebook for Law Enforcement

http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/files/ric/Publications/e06064105_AnalysisGuidebook.pdf
Tools for law enforcement professionals to use to help analyze the problem and develop a solution.

Crime Scene Investigation: A Reference for Law Enforcement Training

http://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/200160.pdf
This is a very detailed 60 page document on arriving at a crime scene, writing the report, processing the scene, and documenting the evidence.   

Terrorism Training for Citizens

http://www.arlingtonpd.org/index.asp?nextpg=TerrorismAwareness.asp
This resource provides basic training for everyday people and it would be a good start for crime scene investigation to raise awareness and observation skills.

How to Observe the User and Tap into the Experience

http://www.usabilitypost.com/2009/07/27/how-to-observe-the-user-and-tap-into-the-experience/
A blog posting about cultivating observation skills in everyday life.

Surveillance Detection Briefing: Training Powerpoint

http://www.liiea.org/resourceDocs/surveillance-detection-briefing---ncpd-3-18-10.ppt
Professional powerpoint that could be used in this unit.  Of special interest is the 4D’s of security and the information on observation.

CSI Web Adventures: The Experience

http://forensics.rice.edu/
This is an amazing website that allows students to go through “training” at three different levels associated with three different cases.  Students learn through videos, tutorials, and the content is very dynamic since it is based off of the popular TV show.

Media Resources (video recordings from the Polaris Career Center’s Media Center)

AV 302.222 BOD  
Body Language I [videorecording]: Beyond Words / Stage Fright Productions ; [written by] Kathleen O. Ryan and Louise Schrank. 

AV 302.222 BO  
Body Language II [videorecording]: Reading People / Stage Fright Productions ; [written by] Kathleen O. Ryan and Louise Schrank.

AV 306 IM  

I'm Normal, You're Weird [Videorecording] Understanding Other Cultures.

AV 158.2 HOW  
How to Handle Difficult People [Videorecording] Volume II: Dealing with Difficult People 

