 Notable African Americans Pathfinder

Name: Jill Tulloss

Names of Members in Partnership: Jill Tulloss, Melanie Wilkins

School: Roberts Middle School, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 

Workshop Location: Kent State Fashion Museum

Grade Level: 6

Curriculum/Subject Area: Language Arts

Topic: Notable African Americans- The students will be researching biographical information about notable African Americans throughout American history. 

Dewey Call Numbers: 920, 921, 323, 379.2, 973.71, 629.13, 781.7, 977.1

Subject Headings: African Americans Biography, Civil Rights Movement, Underground Railroad, Slavery, Race Relations, Slaves, Abolitionists, Segregation, Afro-Americans Biography, Anti-Slavery movements

Museum Websites

African American Odyssey presented by the Library of Congress

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart1.html 

An exhibit of primary source documents, recordings, maps and other items related to Black History.  

Baseball, the Color Line and Jackie Robinson (American Memory and the Library of Congress) 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/robinson/jr
A timeline of breaking the racial barriers in baseball. 

Internet African American History Challenge

http://www.brightmoments.com/blackhistory
Challenge yourself to see what you know about African American History as well as read profiles of many notable African Americans.

National Afro-American Museum and Cultural Center

http://www.ohiohistory.org/places/afroam/
An Ohio museum dedicated to educating the public on the influences of African Americans.

National Underground Railroad Freedom Center

http://www.freedomcenter.org
This site contains many valuable resources for teachers such as lesson plans created by Sharon Draper, video clips about Harriett Tubman, and a virtual movie of the children’s exhibit. Located in Cincinnati, it is a short drive from anywhere in Ohio if you want to visit in person!

Smithsonian presents Breaking Racial Barriers- African Americans in the Harmon Foundation Collection

http://www.npg.si.edu/exh/harmon/index.htm
This exhibit from the Smithsonian contains many portraits and brief biographical information of notable African Americans.

Print Resources – In addition to individual biographies, please use these resources.

Beckner, Chrisanne. 100 African Americans Who Shaped World History. San Mateo, CA Bluewood Books,1995.

Bolden, Tonya. Portraits of African-American Heroes. New York, Scholastic, 2003.

Gates, Henry Louis and Cornel West. The African American Century: How Black Americans Have Shaped Our Country. New York, Touchstone Books, 2000.

Haskins, Jim. Black Stars of the Civil Rights Movement: African Americans Who Lived Their Dreams. Hoboken, N.J. John Wiley & Sons, 2003. 

Lyman, Darryl. Great African American Women. New York, Gramercy Books, 1999.

Myers, Walter Dean. Now Is Your Time. New York, Scholastic, 1991.

Strickland, Michael. A-to-Z of African American History. New York,  Random House, 2000.

 UXL. UXL Encyclopedia of World Biography . New York, Thomson/Gale, 2003.

UXL. African American Biography, New York, Thomson/Gale, 1994. 

Audio-Visual Resources

American Institute for Education. Famous African Americans (DVD)  199? . 
Centre Communications A History of Black Achievement in America (DVD) 2005.

Discovery Education. Heroes of Today and Yesterday: Rosa Parks and the Civil Rights Movement.
unitedstreaming: http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
United Learning. Playing Field, The
unitedstreaming: http://www.unitedstreaming.com/
InfOhio Resources (www.infohio.org) 

American National Biography- A useful resource for information about deceased Americans.

Ebsco Host- Click on “Students Research Center” and then “Biographies”.

Encyclopedia Britannica (Compton’s) - an on-line encyclopedia. Remember to explore by last name and to click on “print article” before printing.

Sirs Discoverer- Click on the Biographies button located under database features.

Realia

African-American Heroes Poster set and bookmarks- highlight notable African Americans, available from Upstart 

African- American History Poster and bookmarks- Features well-known African Americans throughout American history. (Also available through Upstart)

