Nineteenth Century Life at Mount Oval

Pickaway County, Ohio

· Name:  Christine Spring

· City:  Circleville, Ohio

· Workshop Location:  Columbus Museum of Art

· Grade Levels:  All levels, including adults

· Curriculum/Subject Area:  Social Studies, Science, Language Arts

· Topic Explanation:  This pathfinder includes information about American rural life in the 1800s, and specifically to Ohio wherever possible, to interpret life at Mount Oval in Circleville, Pickaway County.  Topics include farming, livestock, customs, tools, transportation, and commerce.  Mount Oval is a 161-acre farm established by a land grant during the Presidency of Thomas Jefferson (1801-1809) with the present house built in 1832.  It is also known by the names of its previous owners:  Renick – Ludwig – Young – Tolbert Farm.  It dates to the earliest times of settlement in Pickaway County, Ohio.    Most of the furnishings date to pre Civil War times and were transported on the Ohio River and the Ohio and Erie Canal.  Mount Oval is unique because of its significance in county history.  In addition to agriculture, the farm was involved in cattle drives. It is located less than a mile from two important Shawnee locations, Cornstalk’s Town and Grenadier Squawtown.  It is the desire of the Pickaway County Historical Society, who took ownership of this property in December 2006, to use the farm to illustrate the agricultural and rural history of Pickaway County, Ohio, in keeping with the wishes of the donor.  It is the purpose of this pathfinder to provide the historical society with resources suitable for initial use by curators and subsequent use by teachers and educators throughout the county as they teach Ohio and local history and visit Mount Oval with school groups in the future.

· Dewey Call Numbers:
338.17—Agricultural Products


973 – American History


6 – Husbandry





.4—1789-1809




1762 – Cattle




.5—1809-1845




13 – Economics


.6—1845-1861

338.19—Agriculture




.7—1861-1865


771 – Ohio





.8—1865-1901



815 – Pickaway County 

974.00497317 – Shawnee Indians




09034 – 19th Century

977.1 – Ohio History

631.47 – Agriculture—Historical land use

03 – Territorial and early statehood 

periods 1787-1865

· Subject Headings:
Agriculture—History—19th century

Food Supply—History

Cattle—Handling



Ohio—History—1787-1865

Cattle—Herders



Ohio Local History

Cattle—Herding



Ohio River and Valley

Food—History



Shawnee Indians

Museums

Campus Martius Museum, Marietta, Ohio – interprets the history of migration into Ohio.  Marietta, about 100 miles from Mount Oval, is the location of the first settlement in the Northwest Territory.  Exhibits focus on the early settlement of Marietta and Ohio including artifacts.  Also included are exhibits about the Native American population and their relations with the white immigrants.  There are several educational tours with supporting worksheets on topics of interest to educators, especially on pioneer living, early nineteenth century toys, and the coming of train transportation to Ohio.

http://www.ohiohistory.org/places/campus/
Ohio Historical Society/Ohio Historical Center, Columbus. Ohio – interprets the history of Ohio from prehistoric times to the present through permanent and temporary exhibits.  Extensive archives/library is open to the public.  The Ohio History Teacher’s Resources Page offers lesson plans and classroom activities as well as links to other Ohio historical locations.

http://www.ohiohistoryteachers.org/
Ohio River Museum, Marietta, Ohio – interprets the importance of the Ohio River to the settlement and growth of Ohio.  Goods and supplies traveled to and from Mount Oval via the Ohio River and its connectors.  Pertinent exhibits include tools and equipment of the steamboat era, steamboat transportation on the river, and a full-scale reproduction of a flatboat from Ohio’s early settlement period.

http://www.ohiohistoryteachers.org/03/05/se05.shtml
Old Sturbridge Village, Sturbridge, Mass – a living history museum that interprets American life and culture of the 1830s.  Teacher resources are available.

http://www.osv.org/
Pickaway County Historical Society, Circleville, Ohio – interprets the history of Circleville and Pickaway County, Ohio with permanent collections at the Clarke-May House and a research library at the Moore House.

http://www.rootsweb.com/~ohpickaw/gen.html
Roscoe Village, Roscoe, Ohio – a restored village from the early 1800s.  Roscoe was a port on the Ohio and Erie Canal.  Shows daily life with artisans and displays.

http://www.roscoevillage.com/home.htm
Smithsonian Museum of American History, Washington, D.C. – interprets the history of the United States, including Ohio.  Museum contains artifacts of common and uncommon usage, which would illustrate 19th century life.  Educator Resources are abundant.  Museum is closed until Summer 2008.

http://americanhistory.si.edu/
Printed Resources

1796 History of Franklin and Pickaway Counties, Ohio, with Illustrations and Biographical Sketches of Some of the Prominent Men and Pioneers.  Cleveland, Ohio:  Williams Bros (Publishers), 1880.  (History from 1796 to 1880.) Reprinted 1978.

Crain, Ray.  The Land Beyond the Mountains.  Urbana, Ohio: Main Graphics, 1994.

Farmers’ Centennial History of Ohio 1803-1903 Issued by the Department of Agriculture. Springfield, Ohio:  Springfield Publishing Company, State Printers, 1904.

Flint, Timothy (1780-1840). Recollections of the Last Ten Years passed in the Valley of the Mississippi, 1826.

Osgood, Ernest Staples. The Day of the Cattleman. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1929. New ed., Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1970.

Renick, William.  Memoirs, Correspondence, and Reminiscences of Williams Renick.  Circleville, Ohio:  Union Herald Book and Job Printing House, 1880.

Van Cleaf, Aaron R. (ed.).  History of Pickaway County and Representative Citizens.  Chicago:  Biographical Publishing Company, 1906

Van Tassel, C.S.  The Book of Ohio: and its Centennial or One Hundred Years of the Buckeye State.  Bowling Green and Toledo, Ohio: C.S. Van Tassel, Publisher (and author), 1901.  Three volumes, especially Volume 2 pgs 615-618.

Websites and Online Resources

1796 History of Franklin and Pickaway Counties, Ohio, 1880.  Searchable by word.

http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~rocky/FrankPic/frank_pick.htm
Clothing from the nineteenth century (for men and women), available for purchase.

http://www.gentlemansemporium.com/mens_victorian_clothing.php
History in the Heartland – contains a wealth of teaching resources for teaching history in Ohio.

http://www.historyintheheartland.org/about/about.cfm
Van Cleaf’s History of Pickaway County, 1906.  Searchable by word.

http://www.heritagepursuit.com/Pickaway/PickawayIndex.htm
Farmers’ Centennial History of Ohio 1803 – 1903 issued by the Department of Agriculture.  Contains 53 pages of a 157-page book about crops, commodities, and livestock.  Digital images of actual book.

http://omp.ohiolink.edu/OMP/NewDetails?oid=1975844&fieldname=xml&results=10&sort=title&searchstatus=1&hits=17&searchmark=0&searchstring=cattle&searchtype=kw&format=list&count=9
Thomas Rotch Letters Regarding Raising Sheep on the Ohio frontier (early 1800s).  Digital images of actual letters.

http://omp.ohiolink.edu/OMP/NewDetails?oid=1092686&fieldname=xml&results=10&sort=title&searchstatus=1&hits=17&searchmark=0&searchstring=cattle&searchtype=kw&format=list&count=16
Periodicals

Davis, Johnda T. (1964).  A partial autobiographical sketch of the life of William Renick. Pickaway Quarterly. June, p. 17-23.

Davis, Johnda T. (1965).  Notes on "A Cattleman's Journal". Pickaway Quarterly. Fall, p. 9-24.

Davis, Johnda T. (1964).  Writings of William Renick. Pickaway Quarterly. June, p. 17.

Forte, Matthew (2007, March 27). Mount Oval deeded to Pickaway Historical Society. Circleville Herald, p. A1.

Renick, William, dec. (1965).  William Renick and the Turnpike Road (reprinted from memoirs). Pickaway Quarterly. Winter, p. 14-15.

Tolbert, Mary R. (1967).  Historic Mount Oval. Pickaway Quarterly. Spring, p. 5-11.

Will, Charles G. (1965).  The Renicks: Pickaway County's first cattlemen. Pickaway Quarterly. Fall, p. 5-9.
