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Newbery Medal Award Winners

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred Taylor

NAME: Holly Coston (Jackie Schiller and Stephanie Carrell)

SCHOOL: Open Door Christian School

WORKSHOP LOCATION: May 2, 2007 The Western Reserve Historical Society 

TITLE OF COMPANION ACTION PLAN: Newbery Medal Award Winners

GRADE LEVEL (S): Eighth Grade

CURRICULUM/SUBJECT AREA: English/Language Arts and Social Studies

SPECIFIC TOPIC: Newbery Medal Award Winner: Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred Taylor

This pathfinder includes information on a variety of topics related to the Newbery Medal Award Winner; Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry written by Mildred Taylor. Some of the topics covered include: racial conflict, matriarchal society, social injustice, The Great Depression, slavery, personal values, prejudice, African American history, discrimination, and diversity.
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INFOHIO ELECTRONIC RESOURCES

Proposals for Equal Treatment of Negroes, Child, Lydia M., 1833
William Lloyd Garrison and his fellow militant Abolitionists in the 1830s did not only speak out against the institution of slavery in the South, they also condemned all forms of anti-black prejudice in both the North and South. But their vision of social and political equality for all contravened the prevailing sentiment everywhere.
Lydia M. Child " Proposals for Equal Treatment of Negroes," Annals of American History. 
<http://america.eb.com/america/article?articleId=385817>

The Inequality of Men, Harper, William, 1837
William Harper's Memoir on Slavery, part of which is reprinted here, is regarded as one of the most important proslavery statements in the history of the great controversy that led up to the Civil War. Harper, also the author of the South Carolina Nullification Ordinance of 1832, converted the earlier argument of Thomas R. Dew, that slavery is a positive good for master and slave alike, into a theory of human nature and human equality that in effect reduced the second paragraph of the Declaration of Independence to a nullity. Harper's arguments were taken up by Senator John C. Calhoun in his speeches and writings; they thus gained national fame.
William Harper " The Inequality of Men," Annals of American History. 
<http://america.eb.com/america/article?articleId=385750>
The Compromise of 1850, 1850

The Compromise of 1850 comprised five separate statutes that became law in September of that year. The statutes, reprinted below, were strikingly similar to Senator Henry Clay's original compromise resolutions, and resulted from nine arduous months of debate over the issue of the extension of slavery into the Western territories.
" The Compromise of 1850," Annals of American History. 
<http://america.eb.com/america/article?articleId=386039>
Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown, Henry B., 1896

By 1896 segregation in railway cars was in effect in all Southern states. In an effort to test the constitutionality of Louisiana's segregation laws, Homer A. Plessy, who was only one-eighth African American and could easily “pass” for white, sat in a white car after having made it known that he was an African American.

Henry B. Brown and John M. Harlan " Plessy v. Ferguson," Annals of American History. 
<http://america.eb.com/america/article?articleId=386546>
Lynching and the Excuse for It, Barnett, Ida B. Wells, 1901

In the twenty years after 1885 there were more lynchings in the United States than legal executions. The great majority of victims were African Americans, who, after a brief period of political power in the South during Reconstruction, by the turn of the twentieth century had been disfranchised and deprived of work and educational opportunities.

Ida B. Wells Barnett " Lynching and the Excuse for It," Annals of American History. 
<http://america.eb.com/america/article?articleId=386506>

MEDIA RESOURCES (VIDEO, CD-ROM, DVD, ETC.)

A History of black achievement in America. Vol. 3, Program 6: depression and war (R1173) CD-ROM

This program documents black achievement in American history, its defining role in the growth of a country, and influence on current events. Presented by James Avery, the program highlights the many contributions of Blacks that have influenced our culture, enriched society with their achievements, and shaped the history of the United States. It's one of the least known stories in American history. It is the story of black achievement and accomplishment. Against all odds, American blacks have built their own institutions: families, schools, churches and businesses. Against all odds, American blacks have created great art and science and fought heroically in every American war. Against all odds, black men and women have worked endlessly to secure their own freedom and equality. The untold story of blacks in America is a 350-year saga of incredible achievements. This is that story.

20th century turning points in U.S. history: Program four: 1929 - 1943 

(R1190) CD-ROM
20th Century Turning Points in U.S. History is an eight-part series designed to provide a clear overview of the people and events that distinguished the 20th century at specific points in time that were significant pivotal points in history. Rare archival footage and photographs, authentic recordings, and other primary source documents bring history to life, while stunning graphics and engaging narration lend context and clarity to the subject. The series has been developed specifically for classroom use. It is organized around established standards and thoughtfully divided into chapters, with each volume functioning as either a full-length program or as focused support for specific study areas.

Slavery and the making of America. Volume 1, the downward spiral 

(R1176) CD-ROM

This program covers the period from 1619 through 1739 and spotlights the origins of slavery in America, focusing on Dutch New Amsterdam (later New York City). This installment shows how slavery in its early days was a loosely defined labor source similar to indentured servitude, in which Africans and others of mixed race and/or mixed culture had some legal rights, could take their masters to court and could even earn wages as they undertook the backbreaking labor involved in building a new nation, clearing land, constructing roads, unloading ships. But further south, the story of John Punch served as an omen of things to come. Captured after attempting to escape his tobacco plantation, he received a sentence far harsher than the two white men who ran with him. Indeed, in the Carolinas, where the enslaved were teaching struggling white planters how to grow the wildly lucrative crop "oryza" (rice), the labor system was already progressing towards the absolute control, dehumanizing oppression and sheer racism we today most commonly associate with slavery. The first hour culminates with the bloody Stono Rebellion in South Carolina, which led to the passage of "black codes", regulating virtually every aspect of slaves' lives.

Slavery and the making of America. Volume 2, liberty in the air 

(R1177) CD-ROM

Spanning from the 1740s through the 1830s, this program explores the continued expansion of slavery in the colonies, the evolution of a distinct African American culture and the roots of the emancipation movement. The episode reveals the many ways the enslaved resisted their oppression, their role on both sides of the Revolutionary War and the strength and inspiration many of them found in the Declaration of Independence and Constitution, despite the inherent contradictions that lay in what those documents expressed and what this country practiced.

Slavery and the making of America. Volume 3, seeds of destruction 

(R1178) CD-ROM

This program looks at the period from 1800 through the start of the Civil War, during which slavery saw an enormous expansion and entered its final decades. As the nation expanded west, the question of slavery became the overriding political issue of the time. These years saw an increasingly militant abolitionist movement and a widening rift between the North - which had largely outlawed slavery but continued to reap the vast economic benefits of the system - and the South, now home to millions of enslaved black men, women and children. This is the period of slavery most commonly depicted in history books and captured by dramas. Leading Southerners such as George Washington and Thomas Jefferson had been convinced slavery was nearing its end. But the Louisiana Purchase and the Mexican War brought vast new territories into the United States, and the battle between those for and against slavery intensified. By 1860, every attempt at striking an agreement - the Missouri Compromise, the Compromise of 1850, a draconian federal fugitive slave law - had failed, splitting apart the Union.

MUSEUM WEBSITES (FOR STUDENTS/TEACHERS)

African American Museum in Philadelphia
The first institutions built by a major United States city to house and interpret the life and work of African Americans. Our doors are open for your enjoyment and enlightenment six days a week. Visit us and experience the richness and vibrancy of African American heritage and culture come alive in four magnificent exhibition galleries filled with exciting history and fascinating art.

www.aampmuseum.org
The United States National Slavery Museum

The United States National Slavery Museum is committed to telling a more complete story of American slavery. Its honesty will lead the nation in commemorating, understanding, and overcoming slavery and its enduring legacy.

www.usnationalslaverymuseum.org
The International Slavery Museum

The International Slavery Museum, which builds on the success of the award-winning Transatlantic Slavery gallery at Merseyside Maritime Museum, will open to mark the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the slave trade in Britain.

www.liverpoolmuseums.org
Museum of African American History
The mission of the Museum of African American History is to preserve and interpret the contributions of people of African descent and those who have found common cause with them in the struggle for liberty and justice for all Americans.

www.afroammuseum.org
California African America Museum

CAAM’s Education Department strives to enhance the cultural interests of individuals and groups. As educators, our focus is to provide a variety of learning experiences to a variety of audiences, to serve as a resource for diverse communities, to broaden public awareness of the artistic, historical and cultural contributions of African Americans and to assist other organizations promoting the growth of human potential.
www.caam.ca.gov
MUSEUM WEBSITES (FOR STUDENTS)

The Bronzeville Children's Museum

The mission of the Bronzeville Children's Museum is to educate and expose children to the rich contributions, culture, and heritage of African-Americans and people of Africa and its Diaspora through activities, interactive exhibits, and programs.
www.bronzevillechildrensmuseum.com
Black History Museum (Interactive)

The biggest myth about the Black American slaves was that they were all quiet, docile workers. Find out about the true firebrands, the spirits that refused to submit to any man or woman, who resisted until the last, and who fought and killed to be free. 

www.afro.com/history/history.html
The Anacostia Community Museum(Interactive)

In 1999-2000 the Anacostia Community Museum renovated its facility to focus on the collection, storage and study of artifacts. This on-line academy is presented as part of the museum's reemphasis of our commitment to collections development and to the study of African American material culture.
anacostia.si.edu

The Black Heritage Trail®
The Black Heritage Trail® is a walking tour that explores the history of Boston's 19th century African American community. The all-free black community in Boston was concerned with finding decent housing, establishing independent supportive institutions, educating their children, and ending slavery in the rest of the nation. All of these concerns were played out in this Beacon Hill neighborhood.

www.afroammuseum.org
Footsteps of African American Heritage

The project was established in order to assist African Americans who are researching their family histories. Their mission is to rediscover those valuable records that document the names and lives of slaves, freed persons, and their descendants.
www.footstepsmagazine.com
BOOKS (NON-FICTION)

Broderick, Francis L. W. E. B. Du Bois: Negro Leader in a Time of Crisis. Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1959. (BIOGRAPHY)

Douglass, Frederick. My Bondage and My Freedom: The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass. New York: Collier Books, 1962. (AUTOBIOGRAPHY)

Gilbert, Olive, ed. Narrative of Sojourner Truth, a Bondswoman of Olden Time, with a History of Her Labors and Correspondence Drawn from Her "Book of Life". New York: Oxford University Press, 1991. (AUTOBIOGRAPHY)

Foner, Eric. Reconstruction: America's Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877. New York: Harper and Row, 1988. (GENERAL HISTORY)

Franklin, John Hope. From Slavery to Freedom: A History of Negro Americans. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1988. (GENERAL HISTORY)

