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Social Studies/Early Civilizations

Ohio Academic Content Standards: Grade 6

History

4. Compare the geographic, political, economic and social characteristics of the river civilizations in the Tigris and Euphrates (Mesopotamia), Nile (Egypt), Huang Ho and Indus valleys before 1000 B.C. including:

a. Location;   

b. Government; 

c. Religion; 

d. Agriculture; 

e. Cultural and scientific contributions.

Social Studies Skills and Methods

1. Use multiple sources to define essential vocabulary and obtain information for a research project including:

a. Almanacs;

b. Gazetteers; 

c. Trade books; 

d. Periodicals;  

e. Video tapes; 

f. Electronic sources

2. Analyze information from primary and secondary sources in order to summarize, make generalizations and draw conclusions.

Description of Pathfinder

This pathfinder was created as part of a unit of study on Early Civilizations.  This pathfinder provides teachers and students with resources about Neolithic Man in the Mesopotamia.  

Museum Websites for Students

The British Museum

http://www.mesopotamia.co.uk/menu.html
An excellent site for students to use to learn about the geography, mythology, development of writing in the ancient civilization.

Metropolitan Museum of Art

http://www.metmuseum.org/explore/First_Cities/firstcities_main.htm
Highlights a special exhibit at the Metropolitan Museum of Art “Art of the First Cities.” Learn about their way of life through art and artifacts that depict the cities, ruler, divine world, death and burial, writing, seals and sealing and clothing and personal adornment.

The Field Museum of Natural History

http://www.fieldmuseum.org/research_collections/anthropology/default.htm
Features artifacts from the Mesopotamiam city of Kish excavated between 1923 and 1933

Museum Websites for Teachers

All the websites listed above for students have resources for teachers. Below you will find one museum website in particular that teachers will find to be an invaluable resources while researching Ancient Mesopotamia.

The Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago

http://oi.uchicago.edu/museum/highlights/meso.html
Finds from excavations in the early 20th century by the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago. 

http://mesopotamia.lib.uchicago.edu/
Ancient Mesopotamia: This History Our History

Includes interactives for students and teaching materials.

Infohio and Other Electronic Databases

http://go.grolier.com

Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia


“Mesopotamia”

Encyclopedia overview of one of the earliest human civilizations, including the Assyrian Empire, art and architecture as well as archaeology.

www.infohio.org
Yoffee, Norman. “Hammurabi.” World Book Advanced, World Book, 2010. Web. 20

April 2010.

“The Code of Hammurabi.” 1780 BC. The Code of Hammurabi: Translated by L.W.

King. Irvine, CA: World Library, Inc., 1996. World Book Advanced. Web. 20

April 2010.

www.ncemc.org 

"Hammurabi." Encyclopedia of World Biography, 2nd ed. 17 Vols. Gale Research, 1998.

Reproduced in Biography Resource Center. Farmington Hills, Mich.: Gale, 2010. http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/BioRC

General Websites

Abzu

http://www.etana.org/abzu/
A scholarly guide to information on the Internet on Ancient Mesopotamia.

Ancient Mesopotamia: This History, Our History

http://mesopotamia.lib.uchicago.edu/
Developed by the Oriental Institute Museum at the University of Chicago in collaboration with teachers from the Chicago Public School System; lesson plans, artifacts, an on-line course for college credit.

AncientScripts.com

http://www.ancientscripts.com/sumerian.html
Features the writing system developed by the Sumerians; examples of symbols included.

The Best of History Websites: Topic/Ancient Biblical History Mesopotamia

http://www.besthistorysites.net/AncientBiblical_Mesopotamia.shtml
A portal to the best the web has to offer on Ancient Mesopotamia

Collapse: Why Do Civilizations Fall?

http://www.learner.org/interactives/collapse/mesopotamia.html
A theory based on archeologists’ findings presents one explanation for the collapse of Ancient Mesopotamia.

Encyclopedia Mythica

http://www.pantheon.org/areas/mythology/middle_east/mesopotamian/articles.html
Mesopotamian mythology

The History Files

http://www.historyfiles.co.uk/MainFeaturesMesopotamia.htm
Comprehensive information on Mesopotamia from 8000 BC to 1 BC.

Internet Ancient History Sourcebook: Mesopotamia

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/ancient/asbook03.html
Odyssey Online

http://carlos.emory.edu/ODYSSEY/
Examine museum objects to draw conclusions about life in ancient civilizations.

Books 

Apte, Sunita. Mesopotamia. Children’s Press, 2010.

Bancroft-Hunt, Norman. Living in Ancient Mesopotamia. New York: Chelsea House, 2008. Print. Living in the Ancient World. 

Delal, Anita, ed. Ancient Mesopotamia. Brown Bear Books, 2009.

Landau, Elaine. The Assyrians. Brookfield, CT: Millbrook, 1997. Print. The Cradle of Civilization. 

Landau, Elaine. The Babylonians. Brookfield, CT: Millbrook, 1997. Print. The Cradle of Civilization. 

Landau, Elaine. The Sumerians. Brookfield, CT: Millbrook, 1997. Print. The Cradle of Civilization. 

Nardo, Don. Empires of Mesopotamia. San Diego: Lucent, 2001. Print. Lost Civilizations.

Oakes, Lorna. Mesopotamia. Rosen Central, 2009.

Scholl, Elizabeth. Ancient Mesopotamia. Hockessin, DE: Mitchell Lane, 2009. Print. How'd They Do That? 

Schomp, Virginia. Ancient Mesopotamia. New York: Scholastic, 204. Print. People of the Ancient World. 

Media Resources (Video, CD-Rom, DVD, Etc.)

Mesopotamia. National Geographic for Kids. http://video.kids.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/kids/people-places-kids/iraq-mesopotamia-kids.html
Mesopotamia: The Development of Written Language. Discovery Education, 2005. Full

Video. 16 April 2010. <http://www.discoveryeducation.com/>.
Mesopotamia: From Nomads to Farmers. Discovery Education, 2005. Full Video. 20 April 2010. http://www.discoveryeducation.com.

Mesopotamia: Trade Routes and Transportation. Discovery Education, 2005. Full Video.

20 April 2010. <http://www.discoveryeducation.com/>.

