Mural Art; Styles, Methods, Media, and Artists 

Name:	  Lisa Walle

School:  Wilson Middle School, Hamilton, OH

Grade Level:	 8

Curriculum Areas: 	Visual Art

Ohio Academic Content Standards:
K-12 Fine Arts, Visual Art
	Historical, Cultural and Social Contexts Grade 8 Benchmarks 1, 2, 3, 4, 5
	Creative Expression and Communication Grade 8 Benchmarks 1,2,3,4,5,
	Analyzing and Responding Grade 8 Benchmarks 1, 2, 3, 4
	Valuing the Arts/Aesthetic Reflection Grade 8 Benchmarks 1, 2
	Connections, Relationships and Applications Grade 8 Benchmarks 1, 3, 4, 5

Specific Topic:  This is a collaborative unit with my Media Specialist in order to research, understand and ultimately create a student mural.  This pathfinder is intended to guide student research about the history of murals including the various styles, methods, media choices, and artists.  This will ultimately help students answer the following questions.  How do artists use murals to communicate with the community?  What would you communicate and how?

Museum Web Sites:
http://www.contemporaryartscenter.org/ShepardFairey
Contemporary Arts Center
	The work of Shepard Fairey responsible for the now iconic mural of Barack 
Obama with the caption Hope.  Students can learn about a current young artist 
and his use of street art and political dialogue.

http://www.famsf.org/
Fine Arts Museum of San Francisco: Includes the de Young Museum and the Legion of 
Honor Museum.  There is a study on ancient murals of the Teotihuacan people in 
Mexico brought there by Harald Wagner.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/brooklyn_museum/sets/72157594171809720/
Brooklyn Museum Graffiti Exhibit
Visitors were asked to create designs and drawings inspired by the Graffiti exhibit.

http://www.googleplexmurals.com
While not technically a museum this firm deals with creating murals for zoos, aquariums, theme parks, and museums.  There is a video of its founder Paul Barker in a time lapse video creating a mural and then explaining the process.


http://www.moma.org/
Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), New York.  
	Visitors can search by media such as “mural” for specific works.

http://www.muralarts.org/
Considered the largest outdoor museum, this is a link to tours of the Philidelphia Mural Arts Program. 

http://www.muralsandmosaics.org/
National Museum of Murals and Mosaics
This online museum contains representations of murals and mosaics and other forms of public art.

http://www.nga.gov/exhibitions
The National Gallery of Art 
Mark Rothko, the Mural Projects, Henri Matisse, the paper cutouts.
Two of Rothko’s commissioned murals are featured as is information on Henri Matisse’s paper cutouts that while are not technically murals are both large enough to be and stylistically are popular examples.


INFOhio Electronic Resources:
The ART Collection
Specific artworks, including murals can be search for by both teachers and students. Images of the art are available for viewing.

World Book Web
This online encyclopedia contains articles about murals in general, mural artists and specific murals.


Other Online Resources:
http://www.artistshelpingchildren.org/
AHC Arts and Crafts
This is a great site with many images of various murals as well as lesson plans and tutorials.

http://cpag.net/guide/
Chicago Public Art Group
This group of professional assists schools and communities to create murals, mosaics, sculptures, and spaces.

http://www.groundswellmural.org/index.html
Groundswell Community Mural Project
New York based youth, professional artist and community group.  Short video documenting the mural done at Austin H. McCormack Island Academy on Rikers Island.

http://www.artworkscincinnati.com/muralworks/index.shtml
MuralWorks from ArtWorks in Cincinnati
This site displays and describes murals in the Cincinnati area done by the Artworks collaborative.  I was a part of this group for some years creating various installations around town (the flying pigs, the large flower pots).

http://www.kuidaosumi.com/murals/muralguide.html
Tony Osumi.
A comprehensive guide for K-12 teachers on mural making.

http://www.pbs.org/americanfamily/teacher2.html
The PBS special An American Family; Journey of Dreams links this mural lesson plan 
with the ideal of symbolism and cultural expression.

http://www.rexart.com/appmuralprep.html
Rex Art Supplies
	From techniques to applications this outlines the process of how to create a mural.

http://www.sfai.edu/page.aspx?page=34
San Francisco Art Institute
Explains the making of The Making of a Fresco Showing the Building of a City by Diego Rivera.

http://veniceartwalls.com/
Venice Beach California’s Graffiti Wall’s official site.
Long known for its colorful legal graffiti work this site informs visitors of permits, rules and events.  There is a gallery showcasing current and past work of artists.


Books (Nonfiction):
Biggs, Emma.  Encyclopedia Of Mosaic Techniques: A Step-by-step Visual Directory, With An Inspirational Gallery Of Finished Work. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Running Press, 1996.
	An “A to Z of techniques” this step by step manual includes a gallery.

Braun-Reinitz, Janet.  On the Wall: Four Decades of Community Murals in New York 
City.  Jackson, MI: University Press of Mississippi, 2009.
Covering six time periods, it introduces the artists, methods and the murals that make up the visual landscape that is New York City.   

Cooper, Martha.  Subway Art: 25th Anniversary Edition.  San Francisco: Chronicle 
Books, 2009.
	Described as “the Bible of the graffiti movement,” this updated volume covers the 
graffiti art of New York City.

Fairey, Shepard.  OBEY: Supply and Demand – The Art of Shepard Fairey – 20th Anniversary Edition.  Berkeley, CA: Gingko Press, 2009.
Shepard Fairey’s provocative and controversial art is chronicled in this updated volume which includes over 100 new images.

Janet Braun-Reinitz, Rochelle Shicoff. The Mural Book: A Practical Guide for 
Educators. Glenview, Illinois: Crystal Productions, 2001.
	Discussing murals from proposal to creation, this book covers such topics 
as selecting a site, collaboration on a subject or theme, calculating size, time, and budget as well as funding source as well as tools and mediums.

Locktov, JoAnn. Mosaic Art and Style: Designs for Living Environments. Beverly, Massachusetts: Quarry Books, 2007.
	Description on how artists have applied mosaics to every surface imaginable.

Martinez, Scape. GRAFF: The Art & Technique of Graffiti.   Atascadero,California: 
Impact, 2009.
The highly influential while still controversial art of graffiti is broken down into the fundamental elements of art.  Philosophies and legalities are explained as well as techniques by Scape Martinez who presents as an arts advocate for kids.  

Nordmark, Olle. Fresco Painting - Modern Methods And Techniques For Painting In Fresco And Secco.  New York, New York: Clarke Press, 2008.
This book has been written for the painter in fresco enabling him to supervise, guide and efficiently work with craftsmen plasterers. Materials and even suppliers are listed in great detail.

Norris, Josef.  San Francisco's Mosaic Walls: The Public Art of Josef Norris and Kid Serve.  Los Angeles, California: CreateSpace, 2009.
Publisher’s description: “Muralist Josef Norris and his work with Kid Serve, an arts program where school children created over 60 outdoor mosaic murals in San Francisco”.


Media Resources:
Bryan, Bob, Dir., Graffiti Verite' 4 (GV4): Basic Techniques for Creating Graffiti 
Art on Walls and Canvas. Bryan World Productions, LLC: 2005, DVD.
This is a documentary of the artist Sano and how he got started as a graffiti muralist.  He discusses his methods and tools as well as his opinion on the graffiti movement.

Gonzalez Casanova, Manuel, Dir.,   Siqueiros: Artist and Warrior. Homevision: 2000, VHS.
	The work and life of Mexican muralist David Alfaro Siqueiros.  

Moore, Carroll, Dir., The Art of Romare Bearden. Homevision: 2003, DVD
	Documentary of the painter and muralist Romare Bearden.

Reiss, Jonathan, Dir., Bomb It. DOCURAMA: 2007, DVD.
This documentary traces graffiti’s roots from the work of Picasso to the graffiti movement in NYC in the 1970’s.  Features Shephard Fairey in addition to other artists.

Rothschild, Amalie R. Dir., Painting the Town: The Illusionistic Murals of Richard Haas. Dir. Amalie R. Rothschild." Direct Cinema Limited: 2006, DVD.
Richard Haas is an architectural muralist who uses the ancient art of Trompe L'Oeil to create the illusion of architecture where there is instead a blank brick wall or other unsightly structure.  



 







