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Language Arts

Ohio Academic Content Standards:

Language Arts:

Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies: Establish and adjust purposes for reading, including to find out, to understand, to interpret, to enjoy and to solve problems; Independently read books for various purposes (e.g., for enjoyment, for literary experience, to gain information or to perform a task).

Reading Applications: Identify recurring themes, patterns and symbols found in literature from different eras and cultures.

Writing Applications: Write responses to novels, stories, poems and plays that provide and interpretation, a critique or a reflection and support judgments with specific references to the text; Produce informal writing (e.g., journals, notes and poems) for various purposes.

Research: Identify appropriate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources (e.g., school library catalogs, online databases, electronic resources and Internet-based resources).

Communication: Oral and Visual: Deliver formal and informal descriptive presentations that convey relevant information and descriptive details.

Subject Headings:
Medieval Life




Middle Ages

Introduction: This integrated unit on the Middle Ages/Medieval Times involves Language Arts, Science, Social Studies, and the school librarian. The culminating project involves small groups of students creating a castle or catapult. These castles and catapults are displayed in the library where family and friends are invited to enjoy the students’ presentations.

Content Categories:

Juvenile literature:

Cantor, Norman F. Medieval Lives.  HarperPerennial, 1994.

Driscoll, Laura. Look Inside a Castle.  Grosset & Dunlap, 1998.

Hanawalt, Barbara. The Middle Ages: and illustrated history. Oxford University Press, 1998.

Hart, Avery.  Knights & Castles: 50 hands-on activities to experience the Middle Ages. Williamson Pub., 1998

Hinds, Kathryn. Life in the Middle Ages.  Benchmark Books, 2000.

Jordan, William Chester (editor in chief). The Middle Ages:  a Watts guide for children.  F. Watts, 1999

Kerr, Daisy. Medieval Town. F. Watts, 1997

Langley, Andrew. Medieval Life. Knopf, 1996.

Leon, Vicki. Working IX to V.  Walker/Holtzbrinck, 2007.

Macdonald, Fiona. How Would You Survive in the Middle Ages? Franklin Watts, 1995.

Shuter, Jane. The Middle Ages. Heinemann Library, 2000.

Literature Circle novels:

Avi. Crispin: The Cross of Lead.  Hyperion Books for Children, 2002.
Cushman, Karen. Catherine Called Birdy. Clarion Books, 1994.

Cushman, Karen. The Midwife’s Apprentice.  Clarion Books, 1995.

De Angeli, Marguerite. The Door in the Wall. Doubleday, 1949.

Audiovisual: 

From Medieval Times to Today. Discovery Communications, Inc. Discovery Channel Education, 2004.

Life in the Middle Ages. Schlessinger Media, 2002. VHS, 8 volume set, 23 min. each.

The Middle Ages. Just the facts learning series. Goldhil Video, 2001. VHS, 50 min.

United Streaming (Discovery Education): Living History: Living in Medieval Europe. Elementary Video Adventures: To Medieval.  Medieval Times: Life in the Middle Ages (1000-1450 A.D.).

Museum Web Sites:

The British Museum, London, England at: http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/world_cultures/europe/medieval_europe.aspx
Explore     World Cultures      Medieval Europe features 10 museum items, links to related online tours, related galleries, related research projects, world timelines, and the ever popular online shop, where you can purchase a book containing medieval recipes. 

The J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles, California at: http://www.getty.edu/art/exhibitions/medieval_beasts/
Medieval beasts, animals in daily medieval life, symbolic beasts, and fantastic beasts are all featured on this page. You will need RealPlayer to hear some of the explanations of the medieval animals/beasts displayed on this site.

	
	Louvre Museum, France at: http://www.louvre.fr/llv/musee/visite_virtuelle_dept.jsp
This is a link to the virtual tour of the Medieval Louvre. Located at the southwest corner of the Sully wing, the Medieval Louvre features the remains of the moat and keep of the original fortress.

Toledo Museum of Art, Toledo, Ohio at:

http://www.toledomuseum.org/PDF/Discovery_Boxes.pdf
The Toledo Museum of Art has Discovery Boxes you can rent for three weeks. The cost is $5 for museum members and $7 for non-members (a $25 deposit is required). The box for the Middle Ages contains books, audio-visual, images, clothing/accessories, and puppets/dolls. Call 419-254-5771, extension 7292 for more information.

Websites:

Castle Learning Center: Life in a Medieval Castle:

http://www.castles-of-britain.com/castle33.htm
No pictures or graphics, but a nice description of what it was like to live in a castle. 

History on the Net: Medieval Life:

http://www.historyonthenet.com/Medieval_Life/medievallifemain.htm
Topics include: ideal town site, feudal system, medieval manor, the farming year, types of castles, attacking and defending a castle, clothing, food, houses, crime and punishment, quick quizzes, word searches, and bibliography/further information. Very fun site…lots of diagrams, pictures, maps, photos, and easy to understand. The online quizzes make test-taking fun!

Interactives: Feudal Life:

http://learner.org/interactives/middleages/feudal.html
Topics include: feudal life, religion, homes, clothing, health, arts & entertainment, and town life. Trivia questions appear in some topics, and there is another link to resources. Each topic gives a quick, “kid-friendly” description, and then a link to a more in-depth explanation. 

Kidipede: The Middle Ages:

http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/medieval/index.htm
Topics include: history (with timeline), environment, government, religion, clothing, people, science, language & literature, food, economy, sports & games, art, and architecture. A lot of information, but there are too many ads surrounding the information given. 

Weid’s Links to the Middle Ages:

http://www.hwy66.com/~weid/midageindex.htm
Click on “Daily Life” to learn what men, women, and children would do during the middle ages. This site links to many other websites for students to click on and research the middle ages.





