MARCO POLO’S SILK ROAD
NAME: David Woods
NAMES OF MEMBERS IN PARTNERSHIP: Dondra Bell, David Woods, & Debra Rickenberg
SCHOOL/CITY: McTigue Middle School/ Toledo
WORKSHOP LOCATION: Toledo Zoo
GRADE LEVEL(S)/INTENDED AUDIENCE: 7th grade
CURRICULUM/SUBJECT AREA: English/Language Arts, Library, & Social Studies
OHIO ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARDS: 
English – Research (4,5,7,8)
Library – BENCHMARK E: Conduct research and follow a research process model that includes the following: develop essential question; identify resources; select, use and analyze information; synthesize and generate a product; and evaluate both process and product. (2,4,5,6,&7)
Social Studies – People in societies: Explain how the Silk Road trade and the Crusades affected the cultures of the people involved.
SUBJECT HEADINGS: Asia Commerce History, Civilization, Medieval, Explorers, Marco Polo, Merchants, Silk Road History, Trade Routes, Voyages and Travels.
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MUSEUM WEB SITES FOR STUDENTS AND TEACHERS

The Art Institute of Chicago – Silk road Project
Along with artifacts and historical information, this site discusses how religion and culture traversed the Silk Road as well. The site contains fun facts and a reading list

http://www.artic.edu/aic/exhibitions/silkroad/themes.html#silk%20road
The British Museum - Treasures of the Silk Road 
 
This website features artifacts discovered in the 'Caves of the Thousand Buddhas', or Qianfodong at Mogao, south-east of Dunhuang in western China.
http://www.thebritishmuseum.net/thesilkroad
Marco Polo Museum in Korcula, Croatia
The museum website features the house and birthplace of Marco Polo, as well as historical information.
http://www.korculainfo.com/marcopolomuseum/
The Mariners Museum – Marco Polo 
Marco Polo the politician and his writings are explored as well as his voyages. Also includes Image Galleries.
http://www.mariner.org/exploration/index.php?type=explorer&id=18&bibliography=true
The Metropolitan – Marco Polo

Contains kids section where students can explore about knights and medieval times.
http://www.metmuseum.org/explore/Marco/get.html
Metropolitan Museum of Art - The Silk Road

This site includes information pertaining to Marco Polo and the Mongolian Empire, as well as a simulated journey, depicting relics and providing historical information.
www.metmuseum.org/special/China/section_03_intro.asp
MUSEUM WEB SITES FOR STUDENTS AND TEACHERS CONT.
Silk Road Seattle Project
The site contains a section to access museum collections of silk road art, a virtual art exhibit, and a teacher’s section with lesson plans and activities.
http://depts.washington.edu/silkroad/index.html
Smithsonian Institution  - Freer Gallery of Art and Arthur M. Sackler Gallery
The Freer contains art work from China and a timeline of Chinese culture including events associated with the Silk Road. Find valuable information in both current and past exhibitions. 
http://www.asia.si.edu/exhibitions/online/luxuryarts/default.htm
MEDIA RESOURCES
The Silk Road. DVD. Central Park Media, 2000. - 950
The Art-gallery in the dessert/ An NHK Special. Video cassette. Central Park Media, 1990.-915.1 ART
A thousand kilometers beyond the Yellow Rivert/ An NHK Special. Video cassette. Central Park Media, 1990.-915.1 Tho 

Central Asia [sound recording] : [Uzbekistan to Kazakhstan: sounds of the silk road] / [COMPILED BY Simon Broughton]. 1 sound disc. World Music Network, 2005.
REALIA
Medieval Times Dinner & Tournament-Illinois

Students are treated to dinner and “time-travel” back into the eleventh century in Schaumburg Castle. A tour of a recreated Medievel Times Castle is also available. This is an informative and fun way for students to deepen their understanding of living in medieval times.
http://www.trustedtours.com/store/category2.aspx?SID=5&Category_ID=580
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