 Life in the Middle East
Name:  Janet Gearhart
Members in Partnership:  Marti Edgerly, Steven Lutz, Maryann Smith
School:  O. H. Somers, Mogadore Local Schools, Mogadore, Ohio
Workshop Location:  Kent State University Fashion Museum  
Grade Level: 6th grade
Curriculum/Subject Area:  Social Studies
Ohio Academic Content Standards:   People in Societies

Benchmark B:  Analyze examples of interactions between cultural groups and explain factors that contribute to cooperation and conflict.
Specific Topic:  Daily Life in the Middle East

Students will explain the factors that foster conflict or cooperation among countries focusing on language, religion, types of government, historic relationships and economic interests.

Subject Headings:  
Birthplace of Religions, Government, Social Customs, Oil and Water
Introduction:
This pathfinder includes books, videos and websites to make daily life in the Middle East come alive to a 6th grader.  Included are activities that will require them to use their higher level thinking skills to find a solution to a problem.  The books, websites and videos will help students understand life in the Middle East and the influence of the Middle East on the world.
Museum Web Sites for Students and Teachers:

Iraq Museum International

http://www.baghdadmuseum.org
Museum of World Religions

http://www.mwr.org.
This museum of world religions includes music, history, beliefs, etc.

Jewish Museum New York

http://www.jewishmuseum.org/
The Vatican Museums

http://myvatican.va/3_EN/pages/MV_Home.html
The Tower of David Museum

www.towerofdavid.org.il/
Websites:
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/01/g68/iraqoil.html
This site examines the role of oil and water in the Middle East and the economic impact of oil distribution.
http://www.pbs.org/empires/islam/eduk12plan.html
Click on lesson plans for companion video and website which focus on an introduction to Islam and Muhammad.

http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/cultural/religion/christianity/christianity.html
History of Christianity· Basic Beliefs · Christian Terms  Links to More 
Christianity Sites.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/judaism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/
History, beliefs, traditions for each of the three religions.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/tools/calendar/
Updated calendar of special days in several religions.
http://www.jewfaq.org/toc.htm
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Society_&_Culture/Women_in_public_life.html
http://www.islamic.org.uk/women.html
Explains reasons are women oppressed in Islamic countries.

http://www.time.com
Current and archived issues of cultures.

http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com
http://college.usc.edu/vhi/
Victims of Holocaust interviewed.

http://www.mrdowling.com/605westr.html
Includes information and interactive pages on multiple topics relating to the Middle East.

http://www.teachersfirst.com/
Multiple resources describing what life is like for the children in Middle East countries.

http://www.eternalegypt.org/EternalEgyptWebsiteWeb/HomeServlet
Multiple interactive links for studying religion, history, cultures.

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/globalconnections/mideast/educators/nations/lesson1.html
Web quest for Middle East culture.

INFOhio Electronic Resources
SIRS Discoverer

     Click “Cultures,”  “Religions & Philosophy”

EBSCO Host

     Types of Governments
Books (Nonficition)
Daniel, Elton L. and Ali Akbar Mahdi.  Culture and Customs of Iran, Culture and Customs of the Middle East Series. Westport: Greenwood Publishing Group, 2006.
Eskin, Eden Force. World Cultures West Asia People and Cultures. Washington, D.C.: National Geographic School Publishing, 2003.
Feiler, Bruce.  Abraham: A Journey to the Heart of Three Faiths.

New York: Morrow. 2002.

Jurji, Edward Jabra. Middle East, Its Religion and Culture. 

Textbook Publishers. 2003.
Podwal, Mark.  Jerusalem Sky: Stars, Crosses and Crescents. New York: Doubleday. 2005.

Media Resources
Christianity: The Way of Goodness and Mercy. (28 minutes) (VHS).  United Learning, 1994.
Islam: The Faith and the People. (21 minutes) (VHS).  United Learning, 1991.

Judaism: The Religion of a People. (24 minutes). (VHS).  United Learning, 1994.

Religions of the World: Christianity . (28 minutes). (DVD). United Learning. 2001.
Religions of the World: Islam.  (28 minutes). (DVD). United Learning. 2001. 
Religions of the World: Judaism .  (27 minutes) (DVD). United Learning. 2000.
 

