Leonardo da Vinci Pathfinder

Name: Rebecca Stroble

Group Members: Lorna Bonner and Veronica Smith

School/City: McKinley Elementary School, Xenia, Ohio

Grade Level: 5

Curriculum/Subject Area: English Language Arts/Library/Technology

Ohio Academic Content Standards:

English Language Arts - Research Standard

2. Locate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources (e.g., school library catalogs, online databases, electronic resources and Internet-based resources).

4. Compare and contrast important findings and select sources to support central ideas, concepts and themes.

6. Use a variety of communication techniques, including oral, visual, written or multimedia reports, to present information gathered.

Library – Information Literacy

Benchmark E/Find

3. Develop a search strategy that use appropriate and available resources including narrowing or broadening the search topic/question.

Technology – Technology and Information Literacy

Benchmark A/Understanding Information

4. Distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information in an information source (e.g., information matches question to be answered, facts apply to the topic).

Benchmark D

2. Examine coverage of information in magazine databases, online biography sources and subject guide sources.

Specific Topic: The resources included are for research into Leonardo da Vinci’s life, inventions, and artwork, as well as the Renaissance time period. Students will research da Vinci and present information on different areas of his life through oral, visual, written or multimedia reports.

Content Categories

Books for Students

Langley, Andrew. Da Vinci and his times. New York: DK Publishing, Inc., 2006.


Celebrate the renewed popularity of history's original Renaissance man with a re-launched edition of this classic Eyewitness book, featuring eight exciting new pages of material. First published in the United States in 1999 under the title Leonardo & his times.

Leonardo, and Neil Lockley. Leonardo / [translator John Gilbert ; editor Neil Lockley]. New York: Dorling Kindersley, 1999. The genius of the Renaissance - his life in paintings 

O'Connor, Barbara. Leonardo da Vinci: Renaissance genius. Minneapolis: Carolrhoda Books, 2003. A biography of the notable Italian Renaissance artist, scientist, and inventor. 

Osborne, Mary Pope., Leonardo, Natalie Pope. Boyce, Sal Murdocca, and Mary Pope. Osborne. Leonardo da Vinci: a nonfiction companion to Monday with a mad genius. New York: Random House, 2009. Nonfiction companion to Monday with a Mad Genius.

Romei, Francesca, Sergio, Andrea Ricciardi, and Susan Ashley. Leonardo da Vinci. Minneapolis, MN: Oliver P, 2008. Contains information about the styles and techniques used by da Vinci in his artwork. Also includes timeline of his life. 

Spivack, Doris and Geri Blond.  Invention & Extensions: High-Interest,


Creative-Thinking Activities. New York: Knopf, 1991.  Contains the history of 


inventors/inventions that encourage students to find out more about inventions in


the making as well as in the past.

Stanley, Diane. Leonardo da Vinci. New York: Morrow Junior Books, 1996. A biography of the Italian Renaissance artist and inventor who, at about age thirty, began writing his famous notebooks, which contain the outpourings of his amazing mind. 

Visconti, Guido, and Bimba Landmann. The genius of Leonardo. New York, N.Y.: Barefoot Books, 2000. A biography of the work, dreams, and wild inventions of Leonardo da Vinci, as seen through the eyes of his mischievous young assistant, Giacomo. 

Reference and Professional Resources

Atalay, Bulent, and Keith Wamsley. Leonardo's universe: the Renaissance world of Leonardo da Vinci. Washington, D.C.: National Geographic, 2008. This book describes Leonardo's interest in topics ranging from architecture to botany to philosophy. 

Connolly, Sean, and Leonardo. The Life and Work of Leonardo Da Vinci. Oxford: Heinemann Library, 2006. Print. Introduces the life and work of Leonardo da Vinci, discussing his early years, life in various parts of Italy, and development as an artist.

Landrus, Matthew. Leonardo da Vinci: the genius, his work and the renaissance. London:


Andre Deutsch, 2009.  Artist, inventor, visionary: few men have more profoundly influenced art and science than Leonardo da Vinci. This beautifully illustrated book looks at his life and work, from his early childhood and apprenticeship with Verrocchio to the setting up of his own workshop in Florence and his time in Milan under patron Ludovico Sforza.

Marani, Pietro C., and Leonardo. Leonardo da Vinci--the complete paintings. New York City: Abrams, 2000. Completes works of paintings and sketches by da Vinci. 

Nicholl, Charles, and Leonardo. Leonardo da Vinci: flights of the mind. New York, N.Y., U.S.A.: Viking Penguin, 2004. Paints the most convincing and intimate portrait yet of the complex, original and endlessly curious individual behind the legendary Renaissance genius and universal man. 

Wallace, Robert, and Leonard. The world of Leonardo, 1452-1519. New York: Time, 1966. Biographical information, complete with paintings, about Leonardo da Vinci. 

INFOhio Electronic Resources
The ART Collection

Biography Reference Bank

EBSCOhost
Science Online


Information about Leonardo da Vinci’s inventions

World Book Kids


World Book Student

Museum Web Sites (For Students)

*Exploring Leonardo (Museum of Science, Boston)

http://www.mos.org/sln/Leonardo/
A resource for teachers and students developed for the Science Learning Network. 

The Leonardo Museum (Vinci, Italy)

http://www.leonet.it/comuni/vinci
This museum in based in da Vinci’s hometown, and has information depicting the life and works of Leonardo in the contexts of the history, the culture and the society of his times. It also includes models of da Vinci’s machines.  This website allows one to take a virtual tour of the museum and read about his inventions, the history of Vinci, Italy, and read da Vinci’s biographical notes.

The Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York)

http://www.metmuseum.org/home.asp
Contains works by da Vinci, as well as information on Renaissance artists and the time period.

*Web Gallery of Art (Virtual museum)

http://www.wga.hu/
The Web Gallery of Art is a virtual museum and searchable database of European painting and sculpture from 11th to mid-19th centuries. Leonardo da Vinci can be found under the ‘Artist Index’ as well as by searching for his paintings.

Museum Web Sites (For Teachers)

*Exploring Leonardo (Museum of Science, Boston)

http://www.mos.org/sln/Leonardo/
A resource for teachers and students developed for the Science Learning Network. 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York)

http://www.metmuseum.org/explore/publications/renaissance.htm
This resource has slide entries and lesson plans from The Art of Renaissance Europe, a resource decided for teachers.

The Renaissance Connection (Allentown Art Museum)

http://www.renaissanceconnection.org
Includes resources on six core themes: The Quest for Knowledge; The Arts and Architecture; Patrons and Lifestyles; Everyday Life; Trade and Exploration; Science and Technology

*Web Gallery of Art (Virtual museum)

http://www.wga.hu/
The Web Gallery of Art is a virtual museum and searchable database of European painting and sculpture from 11th to mid-19th centuries. Leonardo da Vinci can be found under the ‘Artist Index’ as well as by searching for his paintings.

WebMuseum, Paris

http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/
The ‘Famous Artworks’ exhibition page has an artist index as well as a themes index. Leonardo da Vinci and various portions of the Renaissance have individual pages.

Media Resources

Da Vinci and the Code He Lived By. Dir. Robert Gardner. DVD. The History Channel, 2005. Tells the remarkable story of one man's boundless talent, his towering legacy, and his courage in the face of powerful adversity. 

Leonardo: A Dream of Flight. Dir. Allan King. VHS. Devine Entertainment, 2002.

Leonardo da Vinci finds it difficult to pursue his own dreams while serving as the Duke's court artist, but young Roberto takes risks to convince the Master not to give up on his dreams. In this moving story of friendship, the Renaissance genius invents a flying machine and helps Roberto reach new heights.

Leonardo’s Dream Machines. Dir. Paul Sapin. DVD. PBS Home Video, 2005.  

Among Leonardo da Vinci’s drawings are thousands of drawings of strange and beautiful machines. Teams of experts set out to build full-scale models of two of those machines -- a giant crossbow and a glider.

The Life of Leonardo da Vinci. Dir. Renato Castellani. DVD. Questar Home Video, 2003.  Includes the rise of Renaissance Italy, Leonardo’s masterpieces, Da Vinci’s inventions, Leonardo vs. Michelangelo, and a timeline of the lives of Leonardo and Michelangelo.

*Located in two categories

