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This pathfinder provides a variety of resources dedicated to using high-quality literature and picture books to teach reading at the early elementary level. The following references focus specifically on the award-winning children’s author and illustrator Leo Lionni, supplemented with information about effective teaching strategies in the area of elementary reading.

Museum Sites:

The Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art is dedicated to illustrators of national and international picture books for children.
http://www.carlemuseum.org/
The Mazza Museum is a teaching museum devoted to literacy and children’s picture books.

http://www.findlay.edu/offices/resources/mazza/default.htm
The National Center for Children’s Illustrated Literature collaborates with award-winning artists to provide high quality experiences in children’s literature.

http://www.nccil.org/index.htm
Nocloo.com is a virtual gallery of old children’s books that may no longer be in print from the Golden Age of literature. Unique prints date back as early as 1900.

http://www.nocloo.com/home/
The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis is a child-oriented museum that focuses on science, history, world cultures and the arts through a variety of exhibits and activities.

http://www.childrensmuseum.org/
Books and Articles (Non-Fiction):

Lionni, L. (1997). Between Worlds: The Autobiography of Leo Lionni. New York, NY: Alfred. A. Knopf.

Meet Leo Lionni. (1995). Sra.

Lionni, L., Carle, E., & Foster, F. (2003). Leo Lionni: A Passion for Creativity. Amherst, MA: The Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art.
Burke, Kathleen. (1997, November). Smithsonian Notable Books for Children. Smithsonian Magazine.


Professional Resources:

Culham, R. (2008). Using Picture Books to Teach Writing With the Traits: K-2: An Annotated Bibliography of More Than 150 Mentor Texts With Teacher-Tested Lessons. New York, NY: Scholastic Teaching Resources.

Hollenbeck, K. M. (1999). Teaching with Favorite Leo Lionni Books. New York, NY: Scholastic Teaching Resources.

Matulka, D. (2008). A Picture Book Primer: Understanding and Using Picture Books. Westport, CT: Libraries Unlimited.

Polette, N. (2007). Teaching Thinking Skills with Picture Books, K-3. Westport, CT: Libraries Unlimited.
Reed, N. Leo Lionni: An Author Study. San Diego, CA: Rainbow Horizons Publishing JSLA 15.

Sipe, R. (2008). Storytime: Young Children's Literary Understanding in the Classroom. New York, NY: Teachers College Press.
Sweeney, A. (2004). Teaching the Essentials of Reading With Picture Books: 15 Lessons That Use Favorite Picture Books to Teach Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, Fluency, Comprehension, and Vocabulary. New York, NY: Scholastic Teaching Strategies.
Van Zile, S., & Napoli, M. (2009). Teaching Literary Elements With Picture Books: Engaging, Standards-Based Lessons and Strategies. New York, NY: Scholastic Teaching Resources.

Websites for Teachers:

Kiddyhouse.com presents a collection of literature-based lesson plans and resources using Leo Lionni books with supplemental crafts, puzzles, poems, and printables for each book.

http://www.kiddyhouse.com/Teachers/Literature/LeoL.html
Mermaid Theatre offers a resource guide for teachers using Leo Lionni books to teach creative arts, language arts, mathematics, music, and science.

http://www.mermaidtheatre.ns.ca/onTour/leoLionni/Leo_Lionni_SG/index.htm
This teacher's classroom website compiles teaching ideas for 18 Leo Lionni books, as well as a book list and additional links about the author.
http://www.mrscarosclass.com/leo_lionni.htm
The New England Members of The Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators is an international organization that offers services to people who write, illustrate, or share an interest in children’s literature. 

http://www.nescbwi.org/
This publisher's website has a biography about Leo Lionni that includes a list of awards and a bibliography of over 40 published books.

http://www.randomhouse.com/teachers/authors/results.pperl?authorid=17763
This classroom resource website contains a detailed lesson plan that uses Leo Lionni books to compare characters and plot, as well as discuss literacy elements within each text.

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/building-matrix-lionni-books-263.html
This is a multimedia project that offers information and resources on how children learn to read and how teachers and families can help those who struggle in reading. 

http://www.readingrockets.org/
Websites for Students:

The KidLit website is designed specifically for children and has art, literature, and nature activities.
http://mgfx.com/kidlit/
The Leading to Reading website is a colorful, child-friendly site with activities organized for early literacy (ages 0-5) as well as information for parents about emergent reading.
http://www.rif.org/kids/leadingtoreading/en/leadingtoreading.htm
Seussville is a website created for children based on Dr. Seuss books with a variety of activities and stories.

http://www.seussville.com/
Media Resources:

Five Leo Lionni Classics- The Animal Fables of Leo Lionni. (VHS). Random House Home Video from Italoons Corp. (1986).
Meet Leo Lionni. (VHS). American School Publishers. (1992). 

Swimmy and More Classic Leo Lionni Stories. (DVD). Scholastic Video Collection. (2005).

