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	NAME: Janet Mankamyer
NAMES OF MEMBERS: Diane Dillon, Randi Palmer, Kim Hernandez
SCHOOL: Nordonia High School
WORKSHOP LOCATION: Akron
TITLE OF COMPANION ACTION PLAN: Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men
GRADE LEVEL: 11
CURRICULUM/SUBJECT AREA: English/Literature in Context
SPECIFIC TOPIC: Steinbeck, Background and Literary Criticism

	
Books (nonfiction):

		Readings on John Steinbeck / Clarice Swisher
Nordonia High School - Nonfiction Collection
	813 REA 


 
John Steinbeck, the voice of the land / Keith Ferrell.              B STEINBECK
Nordonia High School - Nonfiction Collection

John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men/edited and with an introduction by Harold Bloom
	Nordonia High School - Nonfiction Collection
	813.52 JOH


Includes a brief biography of John Steinbeck, thematic and structural analysis of the work, critical views, and an index of themes and ideas.

Books (fiction):  

Of Mice and Men/John Steinbeck 
	Nordonia High School - Fiction Collection
	PB STE



Based on Steinbeck's own experiences as a bindle stiff in the 1920s, the title is taken from Robert Burns’s poem, To a Mouse, which is often quoted as: "The best-laid plans of mice and men often go awry." Required reading in many American, Australian, British, New Zealand, Canadian and French high schools, Of Mice and Men has been a frequent target of censors for what some consider offensive and vulgar language; consequently, it appears on the American Library Association’s  list of the Most Challenged Books of 21st Century.

Reference Books:
Great American Writers/R. Baird Shuman Editor
Nordonia High School- Reference Book
This reference book not only is thorough, it covers the author’s background, and includes critical analysis of Steinbeck’s  work.

Concise Dictionary Of American Literary Biography/Gale Research Inc.
Nordonia High School- Reference Book


American Writers/Leonard Unger
Nordonia High School- Reference Book

InfOhio Electronic Resources:
EBSCO Host: 48 articles listed under “John Steinbeck criticism”
EBSCO Host Student Resource Center: 6 articles listed under “John Steinbeck Of Mice and Men criticism”
EBSCO HOST RESEARCH DATABASE: Academic Search Premiere listed 81 articles under “Steinbeck Of Mice and Men”
EBSCO IMAGES: 7 images listed under “John Steinbeck”
EBSCO HOST BIOGRAPHY: 12 articles listed under “Steinbeck”

Selected Articles from InfOHIO Electronic Sources:

 “Arts, Briefly; Blood Heirs Win Steinbeck Rights”/ Dinitia Smith
A federal judge in New York has awarded the book publishing and movie rights to some of John Steinbeck's major works to his blood heirs. They have feuded with his widow, Elaine, or her estate since Steinbeck, right, died in 1968. The works, which include ''The Grapes of Wrath,'' ''Of Mice and Men'' and ''Tortilla Flat,'' will become the property of Steinbeck's son Thomas and granddaughter Blake Smyle, daughter of Steinbeck's other son, John Steinbeck IV, who died in 1991.

“Unlikely Voice of the American Struggle”/ Harmon, Melissa Burdick
Profiles American author John Steinbeck. Passion for writing since childhood; Educational attainment; Marriages; Literary prizes won.

“Censorship Roundup”/ Linda de Haan and Stern Nijland
Features books banned, relocated or reinstated at several school district libraries in the U.S. as of May 1, 2004. "Of Mice and Men," by John Steinbeck;"Song of Solomon," by Toni Morrison; "King & King," by Linda de Haan and Stern Nijland.

Websites for Teachers:
[bookmark: topAnchor]Discovery Streaming : American History: America's Economy: Sorrow and Hope video (56 min)
Explore the causes and effects of the Great Depression. Travel alongside the Joads for a look at the difficult journey made by thousands of families during the Dust Bowl; and meet men and women across the United States who weathered the economic hard times and realized the American Dream.

The Smithsonian Museum: Eye Contact/ Teacher’s Guide
http://www.npg.si.edu/cexh/eye/guide_literary.htm 
Lesson plans: The Eye Contact exhibition is rich in portraits of American writers. Use the portraits of these writers as a springboard for the following activities.


The Smithsonian: Museum on Main Street 

Discussion & Round Table Topics: What does it mean to be a property owner?  Hold a Monopoly tournament. The game is about the “pursuit of happiness” via the acquisition of property. Create your own Monopoly game, maybe even life size, using local names and places. Does the acquisition of property actually lead to happiness? What about in real life?
http://www.museumonmainstreet.org/admin/fences_admin/fences_local/BF_Program_and_Exhibit_Ideas.pdf 

Websites for Students:
Google Scholar:  1,150 articles listed under “Steinbeck criticism of mice and men
“Of Death, Life and Virtue in Steinbeck’s  Of Mice and Men and The Grapes of Wrath”/ Allene M. Parker

A Visit to Steinbeck’s Country and Times of Mice and Men (webquest)
http://www.teachtheteachers.org/projects/PYerman/ 
Collect a variety of information to create a brochure of graphics and written information to introduce your classmates to: John Steinbeck, The Great Depression, Franklin D. Roosevelt, The New Deal, and The Central & Salinas Valleys. Through an oral presentation, you will present the items included in your brochure and make the era during which John Steinbeck lived come alive.
Of Mice and Men Webquest                                   http://www.ateachinglibrarian.com/OfMiceAndMen/Task.htm 
You will choose your groups, choose a topic, research that topic through books and provided websites. You will gather information to answer specific questions and then turn the answers into a written article to be in a newsletter, newspaper, magazine article or travel brochure.
Museum Websites for Teachers:
WELCOME TO THE NATIONAL STEINBECK CENTER 
http://www.steinbeck.org/MainFrame.html 
•In the tradition of John Steinbeck, the National Steinbeck Center draws its inspiration from the diverse people and the land of the Salinas Valley. Through the exploration of Steinbeck's work and themes, we provide and support educational experiences that inspire audiences to learn about human nature, literature, history, agriculture, and the arts.

The Smithsonian Museum  
http://www.si.edu/ 
Search: Steinbeck, Literary Art Series (110 entries)
•The 15-cent John Steinbeck (1902-1968) stamp became available on February 27, 1979. A novelist and journalist, Steinbeck won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1962.

Teacher’s Guide to Of Mice and Men 
http://us.penguinclassics.com/static/cs/us/10/nf/teachersguides/ofmiceandmen.htmlOF MICE AND MEN/ 
 JOHN STEINBECK/BY ARTHEA J. S. REED, PH.D. 

E-notes: This site offers novel overview, criticism, summaries, biography, and pictures to name just a few. This site will aid in the teacher’s preparation and better understanding of the novel she is teaching.
http://www.enotes.com/ofmice/s865 

Websites for Teachers and Students:
John Steinbeck's Pacific Grove
http://www.93950.com/steinbeck/ 
This is a self-guided driving tour of John Steinbeck's Pacific Grove. 
It features local sites relating to the lives and work of John Steinbeck and Edward F. Ricketts. 
Start the tour at site #1: The Esther Steinbeck Rodgers House  

Media Sources
A&E’s Biography: John Steinbeck, An American Writer(DVD)
A&E Television Networks 2000

Of Mice and Men [video recording] / Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer presents a Russ Smith/Gary Sinise production; produced by Russ Smith and Gary Sinise ; screenplay, Horton Foote ; directed by Gary Sinise. MGM Home Entertainment, 2005
	Nordonia High School - DVD Collection 
	DVD FIC STEINBECK 
















	



