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Ohio Academic Content Standards: Grade 5

History: 

5. Explain how the United States became independent from Great Britain.

Government:

3. Explain the significance of the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution.
Language Arts:

Benchmark D. Produce informational essays or reports that convey a clear and accurate  

     perspective and support the main ideas with facts, details, examples and explanations.

Writing Applications:

4. Write informational essays or reports, including research, that organize information with a clear introduction, body and conclusion following common expository structures when appropriate (e.g., cause-effect, comparison-contrast) and include facts, details and examples to illustrate important ideas.

Specific Topic: John Adams

This pathfinder examines the life and accomplishments of one of our most important “founding fathers,” John Adams, including sources related to his youth and adulthood, focusing mostly on his involvement in the American Revolution, establishment of the United States as a nation, and term as our nation’s first Vice-President and second President.

Subject headings:

John Adams - 1735-1826
John Adams - 1735-1826 - Childhood and Youth

Presidents - United States - Biography
Revolutionaries - United States - Biography

United States History - Revolution, 1775-1783

Statesmen – United States - Biography

United States - Politics and Government, 1775-1783

United States - Politics and Government, 1783-1809

John Adams - 1735-1826 - Childhood and Youth

Books/Videos for Kids
Adkins, Jan.  John Adams, Young Revolutionary.  New York, Aladdin Paperbacks, 2002. 

243 pp.  ISBN 0-6898-5135-9.

This book, part of the Childhood of Famous Americans series, focuses on the life of John Adams as a child and young adult.

Furgang, Kathy.  The Declaration of Independence and John Adams of Massachusetts.
Powerkids Press, 2002.  24 pp. ISBN 0-8239-5590-7

This book provides a brief view of the life of John Adams centering mostly around his role in helping to craft the Declaration of Independence.

Harness, Cheryl.  The Revolutionary John Adams.  Washington, D.C., National 

Geographic, 2003.  39 pp.  ISBN 0-7922-6970-5.

This book is a  picture-biography of John Adams that focuses on his roles in the Continental Congress, American Revolution, and drafting of the Declaration of Independence. 

Meisner, James Jr., and Amy Ruth.  American Revolutionaries and Founders of the 

Nation.  Springfield, NJ, Enslow Publishers, 1999.  112 pp. ISBN 0-7660-1105-1.

This book discusses the lives and contributions of many of our nation’s founders, including John Adams, John Jay, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and many more.

Santella, Andrew.  John Adams.  Compass Point Books, 2003. 64 pp.

ISBN 0-7565-0251-9.

This book examines the life of John Adams, a patriot and statesman, who became our second President.

St. George, Judith.  John and Abigail Adams, an American Love Story.  New York, 

Holiday House, 2001.  147 pp.  ISBN 0-8234-1571-6.

This book examines one of the most famous partnerships in American history as it tells of both the triumphs and setbacks of John and Abigail Adams.

Sutcliffe, Jane.  John Adams.  Lerner Publications, 2006. 48 pp.  ISBN 0-8225-5940-4.

This book covers the life of John Adams from his youth in Braintree, Massachusetts to his time as our second President, including his ideas of government, which are reflected in both the Declaration of Independence and United States Constitution.

Video  Jean Fritz : Six Revolutionary War Figures.  Fritz, Jean.  Weston, CT, Weston 

Woods Studios, 1987.  16 min.  ISBN 0-8971-9199-4.

This video entwines the lives of Ben Franklin, Patrick Henry, John Adams, Paul Revere, John Hancock, and King George III and dramatizes their roles in the creation of the United States.

Video  John Adams : second president.  Venezia, Mike.  Getting to Know, Chicago, IL, 

2007.  16 min.  
A light-hearted animated portrait of John Adams, a Revolutionary patriot, who became our nation’s first vice-president and second president, based on the book of the same name.
Books/Videos for Teachers
Grant, James.  John Adams : Party of One .  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005.  530 pp.


ISBN 0-374-11314-9.

This adult biography tells the story of John Adams from his childhood to late in life while it examines the influences of his Massachusetts farm upbringing on his political beliefs and practices, which often seemed to contradict one another.

McCullough, David.  John Adams.  Simon & Schuster, 2001. 751 pp.

ISBN 0-684-81363-7.

This adult biography covers the life of John Adams including his influence on the founding of our nation, time as President of the United States, relationship with Thomas Jefferson, and career in American politics.

Video  Biography – John and Abigail Adams, Love and Liberty. A & E Home Video, 
2005.  50 min.

This single DVD examines the lives of John and Abigail Adams, often considered to be partners in politics as well as life.
Video John Adams. HBO Home Video, 2008.  3 discs, 501 min. (based on the 2002 
Pultizer Prize-winning book by David McCullough).

This 3-disc, 7-part mini-series chronicles the life of John Adams as based on his biography written by Pulitzer Prize-winning author David McCullough in 2001.
John Adams Websites/Museum Sites

The White House

http://www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/ja2.html
This link is the official link of The White House, which includes biographies of all of the presidents, including the second president, John Adams, the first to live in The White House.

American Presidents – Life Portraits

http://www.americanpresidents.org/presidents/president.asp?PresidentNumber=2
This website, American Presidents – Life Portraits, includes many quick facts about the presidents and handy links to related links to such places as presidential birthplaces and gravesites.
U.S. History – Signers of the Declaration of Independence.

http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/signers/adams_j.htm
This website ushistory.org, includes short biographies of the 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence, of which John Adams was one.  The 56 signers are arranged both alphabetically and alphabetically by the state they represented.
Internet Public Library – Presidents of the United States

http://www.ipl.org/div/potus/jadams.html
This Internet Public Library link includes brief biographies of the Presidents of the United States, with election results and links to other candidates for the presidency and cabinet members.
Library of Congress – The John Adams Building

http://www.loc.gov/loc/walls/adams.html
This website gives a description of the John Adams building, an annex of the Library of Congress, which opened its doors to the public in December, 1938.
National Park Service – Adams National Historic Park

http://www.nps.gov/adam/
This National Park Service website explores the home of John Adams with photo slideshow tours of the house as well as the birthplace of John Adams.  It includes a photographic reenactment of the marriage of John and Abigail Adams, done on October 25, 2007.  Included are other slideshows such as one of portraits hanging in the Adams House and artifacts from the Revolutionary Period.
The John Adams Library

http://www.johnadamslibrary.org/
This website explores the collection of John Adams personal library held at the Boston Public Library.  It includes digital volumes of his works, prime examples of primary documents of the period.  Books from the library can be read online as the collection has been digitized.  Included as part of the website are links detailing the history of the library and related links for teachers and students.
U.S. History – Virtual Tour of Historic Philadelphia – Independence Hall

http://www.ushistory.org/tour/tour_indhall.htm
This website is part of a larger group that includes a tour of historic sites in Philadelphia, where both the Declaration of Independence and U. S. Constitution were signed by John Adams and many others.
White House Kids - Main

http://www.whitehouse.gov/kids/
This fun and interesting site, White House Kids is designed just for kids. It gives a wealth of information about The White House and includes quizzes, games, coloring pages, and many interactive links for students of many ages.   Highly recommended is the video link at the top of the page which allows visitors to tour The White House with Barney, the Bush’s pet Scottish terrier.

White House Kids - Presidents

http://www.whitehouse.gov/kids/presidents/
This link, part of the White House Kids website, gives a list from which a visitor can choose any of the presidents names to get biographical information on them.  The site is easy to navigate and written in an manner that is easily understood by most children.
Famous American Trials – Boston Massacre Trials - 1770

http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/bostonmassacre/bostonmassacre.html 

This interesting website includes numerous links to such features as John Adams’ diary, his trial summation, images from the period, depositions of witnesses, and more.  It would serve as a wonderful compliment to the study of the both Adams and the Boston Massacre.
Boston Massacre Historical Society

http://www.bostonmassacre.net/ 

This site gives an informative overview of the Boston Massacre, characters, and the trial, of which John Adams was the lawyer for the defense (British).  It also includes a reenactment video created in 2007, which puts a visual image to the website text.  Beware, though, of the use of some colorful language, not appropriate for younger students.
America’s Story – from America’s Library (Library of Congress)

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-bin/page.cgi/aa/presidents/adams
This link is part of the “Meet Amazing Americans” selection of the America’s Library site for children.  It offers a brief biography of John Adams for kids, and it also provides links for related information within the site.  It is easy to read and understand with timelines and pictures.

Birthplace of the American Dream – Quincy, Massachusetts

http://www.discoverquincy.com/historicSites.htm
This site is the official tourist information site of Quincy, Massachusetts, home of both John and John Quincy Adams, the second and sixth presidents of the United States.  It offers information and links to points of interest in and around this historic Massachusetts town.
Other Information/Reference Sources
Adams, John.  Britannica Elementary Encyclopedia.  2008. Encyclopedia Britannica 

Online School Edition 10 May, 2008. 

http://school.eb.com/elementary/article?articleId=345449. 

This is an easy to read article on the life of John Adams dealing mostly with his 
adulthood and service to his country, especially during the American Revolution and time served as foreign diplomat, Vice-President, and President.
Calhoon, Robert M.  Funk & Wagnalls New World Encyclopedia(online). World 
Almanac Education Group, Inc., 2002.

http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=funk&AN=AD021800&site=srck5-live

This database focuses mostly on the later years of John Adams’ life including his efforts during the American Revolution, his diplomatic service, and his time as Vice-President and President.

Hutson, James H.  “Adams, John.” World Book Online Reference Center.  2008.

http://www.worldbookonline.com/wb/Article?id=ar003840
This database article gives a brief overview of the significance of John Adams in our country’s history and includes links to significant time periods of his life and world events that occurred during his Presidency.
