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Unit on the American Short Story 

James Thurber: Our Local Humorist
NAME: Beth Brendle  
( I did not have a partner for this project.)
SCHOOL:  Bexley High School
WORKSHOP LOCATION: Columbus Museum of Art
GRADE LEVELS:  grades 9 - 12
CURRICULUM AREA:  English:  American Literature 
OHIO ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARDS:  English LA, Literary Text

By the end of the 11–12 program:

A. Analyze and evaluate the five

elements (e.g., plot, character,

setting, point of view and

theme) in literary text.

B. Explain ways characters

confront similar situations

and conflict.

C. Recognize and analyze

characteristics of subgenres

and literary periods.

D. Analyze how an author

uses figurative language and

literary techniques to shape

plot and set meaning.

E. Critique an author’s style.
SPECIFIC TOPIC WITH EXPLANATION:
I have lived in Columbus most of my life and have taught Thurber’s short stories in English 9 and 11 classes, but I had never been to the Thurber House!  I knew that the organization offered writing programs for students and hosted events for adult writers and readers, but I never investigated this local treasure.  My goal for this project was to investigate the Thurber House and Thurber in general to enhance an American short story unit that includes James Thurber. 
DEWEY CALL NUMBERS:  817, BT536, B531

SUBJECT HEADINGS

American Wit and Humor



Humorous Stories, American

American Authors




Ohio Authors

Authors, American 20th century biography

Thurber Circle
Cartoonists United States Biography


Thurber, James 1894 - 1961
Columbus Ohio History

Humorists, American

DESCRIPTION OF PATHFINDER:
This pathfinder will lead teachers to resources on Columbus humorist James Thurber. 

As I teach high school English, my focus is on the literary Thurber.   However, this pathfinder could be used in any Language Arts class reading Thurber, a visual arts class  working on sketches, or even a social studies class exploring Columbus or Ohio history.  The Thurber House is allegedly haunted, so connections with ghost stories or the paranormal may also be appropriate.
MUSEUM:     Thurber House

77 Jefferson Avenue

Columbus, Ohio43215

614/ 464 – 1032

James Thurber lived here from 1914 – 1917 while he attended OSU. The house was restored to look as it did when Thurber lived there with his parents and two brothers.  The décor is not original, but it gives the visitor a sense of the atmosphere in which Thurber lived. It’s enough for Thurber fans to actually be in the house that is depicted in many of his stories. The photos, manuscripts, and other memorabilia for Thurber, literary, or history buffs make the visit worthwhile.   A visit here is relaxing and educational for adults; however, there are no hands-on activities for young people during the tour hours.

The house is open from 1 – 4 daily for self-guided tours.  On Sundays, a guided tour, which includes a reading, is offered for a small fee.
Student tours can be arranged.
The house is fairly small, so larger groups will be broken up and rotated through several activities.  These may include the following:  a tour of the house, an activity with sketching, a writing activity, lunch in an outdoor space, and a brief film.

Thurber House’s claim to fame is its programming.  It offers writing classes for youth and adults as well as literary picnics and other events.  Many notable writers have visited this local treasure; it is truly more of a living treasure than a museum.
MUSEUM WEBSITE:  www.thurberhouse.org
The website gives basic information about the facilities and programs.

It does not have any additional hands-on activities.

It is user-friendly and well-constructed. 

Other Websites

http://www.orrt.org/index.html  



Ohio Reading Road Trip
*  Language Arts teachers should all have this site bookmarked.  *

It includes “Literary Ohio,” which contains a map, timelines, pen name information, and extension activities.  Another link connects to a list of Ohio authors.  Thurber’s site is http://www.orrt.org/thurber/  .  This includes a biography that is suitable for students.  What I really liked is that the site has information “For Teachers” and “For Students” and additional links.  An entire unit could be based around it.
http://www.ohioana-authors.org/thurber/works.php


Ohioana - Authors


This is also a gem for a unit on Ohio authors.   

It includes Thurber’s Ohio connection, biography, list of works, and awards and honors.  It is very kid-friendly; students could find much information by themselves.

http://www.ohiomemory.org/
This site is a visual learning experience for kids.  Students studying Thurber will find several references to him, including old photographs.  There is a five page section called “Literary Ohio” which provides a nice overview of our local writers.  The site provides students with ample visuals for the time and place (clothing, architecture, technology, etc.) in which Thurber began writing.  

www.QuotationsPage.com  


Quotations by Author:  James Thurber
This page of quotations from Thurber could be the prompt for journal writing or creative writing.  It could also be used to help students find themes in the literature.

http://home.earthlink.net/~ritter/thurber/




This site offers an ample list of remote Thurberabelia, including references to Thurber in the new, film, T.V., music, etc.  It might be a fun browse. 
http://www.budgetweb.com/heather/thurber/othersites.html
This site is actually a Pathfinder I stumbled across.  It contains many links to Thurber-related resources.  Looks like a great resource!!

http://genforum.genealogy.com/thurber/



Genealogy

This site is an extensive report on Thurber’s family tree.  Quite interesting!

http://www.thurberhouse.org/finding_aid/jtfcseries4.html

This site lists the Ohio State University’s holdings related to Thurber. 

http://www.time.com/time/covers/0,16641,19510709,00.html

Viewers can see the Time magazine cover with Thurber on it. (July 9, 1851)
It could be used for springboard activities such as creating magazine covers for other authors or artists, etc.

http://www.newyorker.com/archive/2003/09/08/030908crat_atlarge
 “The Years With Thurber:  The man and his letters.”  by Robert Gottlieb Sept 8, 2003
This is an article from The New Yorker.   High school students could find valuable information about Thurber as well as see an example of fine journalism.
BOOKS:  

(suitable for teachers and high school students)
Arner, Robert D.  James Thurber, an Introduction.  Columbus:  State Library of Ohio, 


1979. 
Bowden,Edwin T.  James Thurber:  A Bibliography.  Columbus, Ohio:  The Ohio State 


University Press, 1969, c1968. 

Dils, Tracy E.  The Life and Times of Columbus’s Own James Thurber:  Owls in 

theAttic, Seals in the Bedroom, and a Dog in the Basement.  Columbus, Ohio:  The Thurber House, 1999.

Holmes, Charles Shiveley.  Thurber:  A Collection of Critical Essays.  Englewood Cliffs, 


NJ:  Prentice Hall, 1974.  
Joyce, Rosemary O.  Of Thurber & Columbustown.  Columbus, OH:  Thurber House, 


1984. 

Kenney, Catherine McGehee.  Thurber’s Anotomy of Confusion.  Hampen, CT:  Archon 


Books, 1984. 

Kinney, Harrison.  James Thurber:  His Life and Times.  New York:  Holt, 1995.
Thurber, James.  Thurber country; a new collection of pieces about males and females, 

mainly of our own species.  New York:  Simon and Schuster, 1953.  
- - -     The Thurber letters : the wit, wisdom, and surprising life of James 


Thurber .  New York: Simon and Schuster, 2002.

- - - 
Thurber on Humor.  Columbus, Ohio:  Martha Kinney Cooper Ohioana 


Library Association, 1953. 
- - - 
Thurber’s Dogs.  New York:  Simon and Schuster.  1955. 

- - - 
Thurber’s Men, Women, and Dogs:  A Book of Drawings.  New York:  Harcourt, 


Brace, 1943.  
MEDIA RESOURCES

Cassette recordings of stories:

James Thurber’s My World - -  and Welcome to It.  Auburn, CA:  Audio Partners Pub. 

Corp.  1998.  [4 audio cassettes with 22 short stories read aloud]
The World of James Thurber.  Old Greenwich, CT:  Listening Library, 1969. 

CD of music inspired by Thurber’s stories:
http://www.schickele.com/shoppe/psrec/thurber.htm

Suite For Orchestra:  Thurber's Dogs (Peter Schickele)

This website includes information on Suite for Orchestra:  Thurber’s Dogs, which is a CD by ProMusica Chamber Orchestra of Columbus.  This could be a great Humanities connection:  how literature and art inspire music.

Film inspired by Thurber’s story:
McLeod, Norman Z.  The Secret Life of Walter Mitty.  Samuel Goldwyn 


Productions. 1947.

This is the film based on Thurber’s famous short story of the same name.

Note:  The Columbus Metropolitan Library has a VHS copy of an HBO version of the story, but I don’t know if it is the original or not.  I’ve never seen it.
