Investigating African American Inventors

Name Michelle Collins

School George Washington Carver Elementary School

Grade Level Middle School grades 5-7
Curriculum/Subject Area Social Studies and Language Arts

Ohio Academic Content Standards and Benchmarks
Research Standard

Locate and summarize important information from multiple sources.

Organize information in a systematic way.

Acknowledge quoted and paraphrased information and document sources used.

Communicate findings orally, visually and in writing or through multimedia.

Communication: Oral and Visual

Present ideas in a logical sequence and use effective introductions and conclusions that guide and inform a listeners understanding of key ideas.

Give presentations using a variety of delivery methods, visual materials and technology.

Writing Processes

Clarify ideas for writing assignments by using graphics or other organizers.

Use revision strategies to improve the overall organization, the clarity and consistency of ideas within and among paragraphs and the logic and effectiveness of word choices.

Writing Applications

Produce informational essays or reports that convey a clear and accurate perspective and support the main ideas with facts, details, examples and explanations.

Economics

Explain why entrepreneurship, capital goods, technology, specialization and division of labor are important in the production of goods and services.

Explain how competition affects producers and consumers in a market economy and why specialization facilitates trade.

People in Societies

Compare practices and products of North American cultural groups. 

Explain the reasons people from various cultural groups came to North America and

the consequences of their interactions with each other.

Topic/Assignment
Students will research specific information on a given African American Inventor using a minimum of three sources.  They will explain how the invention helped the culture and community. The students will use the information they have found in order to compose an oral presentation. They will use the Writing Process, Research, and Writing Conventions Standards during the process from planning to presentation.

Museum Web Sites for Students

 http://www.blackinventor.com/
The Black Inventor Online Museum ™, is the first of numerous educational/information web sites presented by Adscape International as a method for disseminating relevant and important information on topics that have often been overlooked in the traditional classroom. By bringing awareness to contributions made by a diverse number of ethnic/social groups, we hope to infuse a greater sense of pride, understanding and enthusiasm, contributing to a greater level of achievement on the part of students and their teachers. Used as a supplemental resource to traditional classroom methods, these sites can be used throughout the year as well as at home. 

 http://nmaahc.si.edu/

The National Museum of African American History and Culture should be a place of meaning, of memory, of reflection, of laughter, and of hope. It should be a beacon that reminds us of what we were; what challenges we still face; and point us towards what we can become.
http://www.afroammuseum.org/ Museum of Afro-American History 

http://www.freedomcenter.org/ National Underground Railroad Freedom Center

http://www.blackinventions101.com/ The Black Inventor Exhibit (BIE) is a multimedia presentation, a traveling museum which pays tribute to the world’s unsung heroes, the Black inventor and scientist. “The Awakening: Black Inventors Worldwide” is this year’s theme, which will be conducting its annual tour throughout the country in celebration of Black History Month 2010. The Exhibit showcases famous Black inventors and their respective inventions in the fields of science, aerospace, communication, health care, agriculture, transportation and engineering.
http://www.blackinventors.org/ To operate exclusively for educational purposes through promoting and displaying African American inventions that influence and affect the social awareness of the contributions that helped build this great nation.
http://www.blackinventionsmuseum.net/ The International Black Inventions Museum promotes positive images and self-esteem in children and adults and teaches people of all nationalities about the contributions that Africans throughout the world have given to society.
Museum Web Sites for Teachers

http://www.smithsonianeducation.org
http://www.black-inventor.com/
http://www.blackhistorymuseum.org/
http://www.afroammuseum.org/
http://www.si.edu/Encyclopedia_SI/History_and_Culture/default.htm
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/resource_library/african_american_resources.html
Reference And/or professional Resources

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/bhistory/inventors/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/inventors/black.shtml
http://www.gpb.org/georgiastories
This web site offers information for students and teachers. It also has videos that can be played for students.

http://www.schooltube.com/video/57876198752443ff91a4/African-American-Inventors
Similar to youtube only it is strictly academic. A wonderful resource.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_African-American_inventors_and_scientists
Books

Black Inventors by Nathan Aaseng

609.2273 Aa77b
Black Inventors presents the lives and accomplishments of ten African-Americans who excelled in such fields as engineering, fire fighting, agriculture, and medicine.

Outward dreams : Black inventors and their inventions  by Jim Haskins

609.22 H273o
Black genius and the American experience by Dick Russell

973.0496073 R912b
Eight Black American inventors by Robert C. Hayden

926 H324e

Scientists, healers, and inventors : an introduction for young readers  by Wade Hudson. 
509.2396073 H869s

African American women scientists and inventors by Otha Richard Sullivan 

608.996073 Su55a

Notable Black American scientists by Kristine M. Krapp

509.2273 N843

Profiles approximately 250 black Americans who have made contributions to the sciences, including inventors, researchers, award winners, and educators.

Created equal : the lives and ideas of Black American innovators by James Michael Brodie

509.2273 B784c

Media Resources

Black history Contributions video 973.0496073 B5617
 18 documentaries on the African American contributions to arts, sports, science and more.

Inventions by African Americans DVD non-fiction 5990545
This tribute to minority inventors touches upon many inventions that have contributed to American science, technology, and medicine

George Washington Carver : his life and his work DVD non-fiction 9781963613412
Despite being born into slavery and having to live through poor health, poverty, and prejudice, Carver emerged as a great scientist and inventor, and is known not only for his discoveries, but for changing the myth that one race was inferior to another based on intellect.

Garrett's gift written by Karyn Parsons DVD 097784871X

This video tells the inspiring story of African American inventor Garrett Morganwho teaches us that we are all born with a gift, something that's ours alone, but what is most important is that we give that gift back to the world.
