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TOPIC:  Impact of the Great Depression on the Arts

Ohio Academic Content Standards: Use a variety of communication techniques, including oral, visual, written or multimedia reports, to present information that supports a clear position about the topic or research question and to maintain an appropriate balance between researched information and original ideas.
This pathfinder provides resources which will help students develop an understanding of the many ways people in the U.S. communicated their problems and experiences through literary, artistic & musical expressions during the Great Depression.  
Dewey Call Number(s):  J 973, J978, J305, J330, J332, J338, J370, PS221, E806, E740, CT275
Subject Headings: Jazz during the Great Depression, Music and the Great Depression, Artists and the Great Depression, Writers and the Great Depression, Ansel Adams, Group f/64, Woody Guthrie, WPA, Federal Writers Project
Students will read the article to learn the following terms: 

rhythm, 
improvisation, 
call and response.
These terms helped to define the era labeled the Great Depression.  These words best describe a period of American History that has continued to influence American culture today.
Excerpt of Seeing Jazz  by Robert O'Meally, from his essay in Seeing Jazz
Artists and Writers on Jazz

http://www.si.edu/ajazzh/seeingjazz.htm
Focus:

America Finding Its Rhythm During the Great Depression

Brother Can You Spare A Dime ( A History of Music Development During the Great Depression)
http://www.newworldrecords.org/linernotes/80270.pdf
The following lyrics by Woody Guthrie, “All Work Together”

http://www.woodyguthrie.org/Lyrics/All_Work_Together.htm
Listen to Woody Guthrie sing

http://www.artistdirect.com/nad/window/media/player/0,,1010845-4184162-WMLO,00.html
America through Sight and Sound: This website provide about twenty clips of popular music from the Depression you can listen to.

http://www.class.uh.edu/mintz/hist1381/1930s.htm
Focus:

America Learning How to Improvise
Through films and stage the American people created new ways to divert their attention away from their economic problems thereby creating new genres of expression still used today. 
BROADWAY 101: 1930 – 1940 The Great Depression (part I, II & III)

http://www.talkinbroadway.com/bway101/5b.html
American Film Institute the Great Depression

Gangster, Horror & Musicals: products of the Great Depression
http://www.fathom.com/course/21701723/session3.html
Clip of “My Man Godfrey”

http://www.evtv1.com/player.aspx?itemnum=1126&aid=19,19,19,19,19,19,19,19
Look at the faces of the people who recorded the events of the Great Depression

Photographers of the FSA: Selected Portraits
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/fsachtml/fsap.html
Ansel Adams:  Wished to present the world “as it was” and it was during the depression that he devoted himself to photography rather than perusing a career as a concert pianist. 
http://www.sfmoma.org/adams/content_web.html
WPA Artists project
http://www.fineartstrader.com/wpa.htm
New Deal for the Arts

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/new_deal_for_the_arts/index.html
American housewife creates art.  This website provides links to other websites that showcase the art of quilting during the Depression.

Great Lakes Quilt Center

http://museum.msu.edu/glqc/exhibits_main.html
Additional Resources:

Books: 

Twentieth-century America: a primary source collection from the Associated Press. Grolier Educational Corp. 1995.

Kubert, Joe. What of tomorrow? ( graphic). 2001

Sternsher, Bernard. Hitting home; the Great Depression in town and country. 1970.

Focus
Americans Call and the Response to American Needs:
During the Depression the individual citizen felt a need to be heard the following web links will help you to become acquainted with some of the everyday people who were living through one of the most difficult times of our nation.  The president heard the calls of the American people and these are some of the examples of how he tried to respond.
The Postal Museum
Letter Writing in America by Kathryn Burke 
 http://www.postalmuseum.si.edu/LetterWriting/lw07.html
The Federal Writers' Project
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/wpaintro/intro02.html
Listen to the voices of the people interviewed during this project.

Ironworker:

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/wpaintro/thorsten.html
Mill Worker:

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/wpaintro/alice.html
Additional resources:

DVD: Unchained memories (videorecording): reading from the slave narratives. HBO video, 2003. 

This video is a product of the interviews of The Federal Writers’ Project

Sound Recording: Amassing American stuff: the Library of Congress’s New Deal arts collections. 1993.
Books: 

A generation speaks: voices of the Great Depression. Chapel Hill Press, c2000. 
American mirrors: (self) reflections and (self) distortions. Servicio Editorial de la Universidad des Paia Vasco. 2003 – 2005.

