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Ohio Academic Content Standards: 


Language Arts: 

Acquisition of Vocabulary—Students acquire vocabulary through

exposure to language-rich situations, such as reading books.

Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies

 and Self-Monitoring Strategies—Students develop and learn to apply strategies, such as predicting and recalling, that help them to comprehend and interpret informational and literary texts. As strategic readers, students learn to analyze and evaluate texts to demonstrate their understanding of text. 



Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text— Students gain information from reading for purposes of learning about a subject, doing a job, making decisions and accomplishing a task. Students need to apply the reading process to various types of informational texts, including essays, magazines, newspapers, textbooks, instruction manuals, consumer and workplace documents, reference materials, multimedia and electronic resources.



Reading Applications: Literary Text - Students enhance their understanding of the human story by reading literary texts that represent a variety of authors, cultures, and eras. They learn to apply the reading process to the various genres of literature, including fables, folk tales, short stories, novels, poetry and drama.


Library/Media:



Literacy and Reading Support - Effective school library media programs promote and encourage reading for academic achievement, lifelong learning and leisure pursuits.



Library-Based Technology - Effective school library media programs provide, integrate and utilize a technology rich environment to support teaching and learning.



Information Literacy: Effective school library media programs provide information literacy skills instruction.



Technology Literacy - Effective school library media programs provide technology literacy skills instruction in the use of library-based technologies.


Technology:



Technology and Information Literacy - Students engage in information literacy strategies, use the Internet, technology tools and resources, and apply information-management skills to answer questions and expand knowledge.

Social Studies:



People in Societies - Students use knowledge of perspectives, practices, and products of cultural, ethnic, and social groups to analyze the impact of their commonality and diversity within local, national, regional and global settings.



Social Studies Skills and Methods - Student collect, organize, evaluate and synthesize information from multiple sources to draw logical conclusions.

Specific Topic with Explanation: This pathfinder will concentrate on the human condition as described through middle school realistic fiction.

Subject Headings: 


Human condition


Middle School literature


Middle School language arts


Middle School reading


Realistic fiction


Sociology


Identity fiction

Interpersonal relations

Individuality

Human relations

Museum Web Sites

Chicago Teen Museum. http://www.chicagoteenmuseum.org/
Located in Chicago, Ill. A virtual museum, the Chicago Teen Museum provides blogs and a virtual Teen Gallery for teens to express their voice in a museum context, thereby capturing an accurate look at teen culture.
Newseum: The Interactive Museum of News. http://www.newseum.org/
Located in Washington, DC, the Newseum — a 250,000-square-foot museum of news — offers visitors an experience that blends five centuries of news history with up-to-the-second technology and hands-on exhibits. Of particular interest are exhibits on 9/11 and the Berlin Wall, and a Great Books Gallery that examines books illustrating the origins of freedom of the press.

Rosenbach Museum and Library. http://www.rosenbach.org/home/home.html Located in Philadelphia. Pa. Home to one of the nation’s great collections of rare books and manuscripts, the Rosenbach seeks to inspire curiosity, inquiry, and creativity by engaging broad audiences in exhibitions, programs, and research based on its remarkable and expanding collections. Current main exhibit running through May 2009: a major retrospective exhibition of artist/author Maurice Sendak.

Zeum. http://www.zeum.org/  Located in San Francisco, California. Zeum is a non-profit multimedia arts and technology museum with a mission to foster creativity and innovation in young people of all backgrounds, communities and learning styles. By providing hands-on experiences in four core creative processes (animation, sound and video production, live performance and visual arts), youth is encouraged to share their stories, build their voices, and use multimedia tools for creative self-expression.

Books - Realistic Fiction

Bingham, Kelly. Shark Girl. After a shark attack causes the amputation of her right arm, fifteen-year-old Jane, an aspiring artist, struggles to come to terms with her loss and the changes it imposes on her day-to-day life and her plans for the future.

Frederick, Heather Vogel. The Mother-Daughter Book Club. When the mothers of four sixth-grade girls with very different personalities pressure them into forming a book club, they find, as they read and discuss "Little Women," that they have much more in common than they could have imagined.

Giff, Patricia Reilly. Pictures of Hollis Woods. A troublesome twelve-year-old orphan, staying with an elderly artist who needs her, remembers the only other time she was happy in a foster home, with a family that truly seemed to care about her.

Draper, Sharon M. Double Dutch. Three eighth-grade friends, preparing for the International Double Dutch Championship jump rope competition in their hometown of Cincinnati, Ohio, cope with Randy's missing father, Delia's inability to read, and Yo Yo's encounter with the class bullies.

Gantos, Jack. I Am Not Joey Pigza. In this latest chapter of ADHD Joey Pigza, he discovers what forgiveness and identity really mean. Joey's father returns, calling himself Charles Heinz and apologizing for his past bad behavior, and he swears that once Joey and his mother change their names and help him fix up the old diner he has bought, their lives will change for the better.

Grove, Vicki. Reaching Dustin. When Carly has to interview Dustin Groat for a class assignment, she feels like screaming. The Groats are the most feared family in town. But as she begins to learn the truth about Dustin's home life, Carly realizes behind the tough exterior is a scared and unhappy boy who desperately needs a friend.

Henkes, Kevin. Olive’s Ocean. 
On a summer visit to her grandmother's cottage by the ocean, twelve-year-old Martha gains perspective on the death of a classmate, on her relationship with her grandmother, on her feelings for an older boy, and on her plans to be a writer.

Horvath, Polly. Everything on a Waffle. Eleven-year-old Primrose living in a small fishing village in British Columbia recounts her experiences and all that she learns about human nature and the unpredictability of life in the months after her parents are lost at sea.

Koss, Amy Goldman. The Girls. Maya finally gets in with the popular crowd at school, but after a while they deem her unworthy. Can Maya ever find out who her real friends are? Examines middle school cliques.

Lubar, David. Dunk. While hoping to work as the clown in an amusement park dunk tank on the New Jersey shore the summer before his junior year in high school, Chad faces his best friend's serious illness, hassles with police, and the girl that got away.

Murdock, Catherine. Dairy Queen. After spending her summer running the family farm and training the quarterback for her school's rival football team, sixteen-year-old D.J. decides to go out for the sport herself, not anticipating the reactions of those around her. Also the sequel, The Off Season.

Myracle, Lauren. Thirteen. Winnie's thirteenth year brings many joys and challenges as she negotiates her relationship with her first boyfriend and realizes that change is inevitable in her friends, family, and even herself. Sequel to Twelve and Eleven.

O’Connor, Barbara. How to Steal a Dog. Living in the family car in their small North Carolina town after their father leaves them virtually penniless, Georgina, desperate to improve their situation and unwilling to accept her overworked mother's calls for patience, persuades her younger brother to help her in an elaborate scheme to get money by stealing a dog and then claiming the reward that the owners are bound to offer.

Perkins, Lynne Rae. Criss Cross.  Teenagers in a small town in the 1960s experience new thoughts and feelings, question their identities, connect, and disconnect as they search for the meaning of life and love. Newbery Award winner 2006.

Pixley, Marcella. Freak. Twelve-year-old Miriam, poetic, smart, and quirky, is considered a freak by the popular girls at her middle school, and she eventually explodes in response to their bullying, revealing an inner strength she did not know she had. Starred review.

Salisbury, Graham. Night of the Howling Dogs. In 1975, eleven Boy Scouts, their leaders, and some new friends camping at Halape, Hawaii, find their survival skills put to the test when a massive earthquake strikes, followed by a tsunami.

Sonnenblick, Jordan. Drums, Girls & Dangerous Pie. Thirteen-year-old Steven has a totally normal life: he plays drums in the All-Star Jazz band, has a crush on the hottest girl in the school, and is constantly annoyed by his five-year-old brother, Jeffrey. But when Jeffrey is diagnosed with leukemia, Steven's world is turned upside down.

Sonnenblick, Jordan. Zen and the Art of Faking It. When thirteen-year-old San Lee moves to a new town and school for the umpteenth time, he is looking for a way to stand out when his knowledge of Zen Buddhism, gained in his previous school, provides the answer--and the need to quickly become a convincing Zen master. Starred review.

Spinelli, Jerry. Stargirl. In this story about the perils of popularity, the courage of nonconformity, and the thrill of first love, an eccentric student named Stargirl changes Mica High School forever.

Trueman, Terry. Stuck in Neutral. Fourteen-year-old Shawn McDaniel, who suffers from severe cerebral palsy and cannot communicate or do things for himself, relates his perceptions of his life, his family, and his condition, especially as he believes his father is planning to kill him.

White, Ruth. Way Down Deep. In the West Virginia town of Way Down Deep in the 1950s, a foundling called Ruby June is happily living with Miss Arbutus at the local boarding house when suddenly, after the arrival of a family of outsiders, the mystery of Ruby's past begins to unravel.

Wittlinger, Ellen. Zigzag. Over the course of what becomes an eye-opening cross-country road trip, small-town-girl Robin discovers inner strengths and resources she never imagined she had.

Woodson, Jacqueline. Hush. When Toswiah Green's policeman father testifies against a fellow officer, the family members must change their identities and move to a different city. Now Toswiah is Evie Thomas--and that's the least of the changes.
Professional Resources: Print

Cox Clark, Ruth E. Tantalizing tidbits for middle-schoolers : quick booktalks for the busy middle school and jr. high library media specialist. Contains booklists, techniques for performing booktalks, and sample booktalks.

Jweid, Rosann. Building Character Through Literature. The book's primary purpose is to introduce novels that show strength of character. It offers guidance for opening a dialogue about character issues through the included texts. 

Serving Young Teens and ‘Tweens. Edited by Sheila B. Anderson. Contents: Childhood left behind: 'tweens, young teens, and the library / Sheila B. Anderson -- And knowing is half the battle, when entering the zone: nonfiction resources for 'tweens and young teens / Brenda Hager -- Fiction for 'tweens and young teens / Deborah Taylor -- Programming for 'tweens and young teens / Robyn Lupa -- "I want to read that book!": booktalking to 'tweens and young teens / Kristine Mahood.

Thomas, Rebecca L. and Catherine Barr. Popular Series Fiction for Middle School and Teen Readers: a Reading and Selection Guide. This guide covers 800 fiction series, including graphic novels, manga and other illustrated novels. The series can be searched through the author, title and genre/subject indices. Each entry includes the author(s), publisher, targeted grade level, genre, an explanation of important characters, plots and themes, and a list of titles.

Professional Resources: INFOhio Electronic Resources

EBSCOhost:  

Vick, Justin. "History Students Recreate Middle Ages with Wax Museum." Independent Tribune (NC) 12/22/07. Describes a class project where students created Middle Ages projects based on fiction books that literally “come to life”.

White, Rodney M. "Teaching History Using the Short Story." Clearing House, May/June 1993. A literature-based approach to history-using biographies, historical fiction, novels, and short stories--has been advocated by social studies educators, as well as others outside the field, as a way to improve the teaching and learning of history. One form of narrative writing that can be very effective in teaching history is the short story. As the events of a story unfold, students experience the drama and excitement of the tale and are able to see that many issues, dilemmas, and struggles of an earlier time still confront us today.

Gale: Professional Resources for Educators. You will find many results using middle school literature as a search strategy. Below are two examples. 

Dressel, Janice Hartwick. "Personal response and social responsibility: responses of middle school students to multicultural literature." The Reading Teacher. May 2005. Samples of writing that 123 eighth-grade students produced during a multicultural literature unit were studied to identify what that writing revealed about their perceptions of characters and people from cultures different from their own.

Grisham, Dana L. and Thomas D. Wolsey. "Recentering the middle school classroom as a vibrant learning community: students, literacy, and technology intersect: threaded discussion groups were used in middle school classrooms to facilitate literature study and build a sense of community". Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy. May 2006. Examines a way in which community can be constructed in the middle school classroom using online electronic discussions of literature.

Web Sites

Bookbrowse: Exceptional Books For Discerning Readers. http://www.bookbrowse.com. Most of this web site is available by subscription only, but there is a free area that reviews books for teens.

Bookhive: Your Guide to Children’s Literature and Books. http://www.bookhive.org. This reader's advisory forum and interactive site is "designed for children ages birth through twelve, their parents, teachers or anyone interested in reading about children's books." It offers book reviews, book lists, online writing opportunities, book discussion questions, and other activities to get (and keep) kids involved in reading. A special section includes video recordings of professional storytellers spinning selected tales.

Freedom Forum/Diversity Institute. http://freedomforumdiversity.org/
Contains student multimedia and video projects exploring the diversity of their communities.

Lots of Lists. http://www.acs.ucalgary.ca/%7Edkbrown/lists.html  Recommended book lists from the Children's Literature Web Guide. 

TeenReads. http://teenreads.com/index.asp  Part of The Book Report Network, a group of websites founded in 1996 that share thoughtful book reviews, compelling features, in-depth author profiles and interviews, excerpts of the hottest new releases, literary games and contests, and more with readers every week.
