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Ohio Academic Content Standards:

Language Arts: 

	Acquisition of Vocabulary 
Students acquire vocabulary through exposure to language-rich situations, such as reading books and other texts and conversing with adults and peers. They use context clues, as well as direct explanations provided by others, to gain new words. They learn to apply word analysis skills to build and extend their own vocabulary. As students progress through the grades, they become more proficient in applying their knowledge of words (origins, parts, relationships, meanings) to acquire specialized vocabulary that aids comprehension. 


	Benchmark A. Use context clues and text structures to determine the meaning of new vocabulary. 

	Benchmark B. Infer word meaning through identification and analysis of analogies and other word relationships. 

	Benchmark C. Apply knowledge of connotation and denotation to learn the meanings of words. 

	Benchmark D. Use knowledge of symbols, acronyms, word origins and derivations to determine the meanings of unknown words. 

Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and 
Self-Monitoring Strategies 
Students develop and learn to apply strategies, such as predicting and recalling, that help them to comprehend and interpret informational and literary texts. Reading and learning to read are problem solving processes that require strategies for the reader to make sense of written language and remain engaged with texts. Beginners develop basic concepts about print (e.g., that print holds meaning) and how books work (e.g., text organization). 

As strategic readers, students learn to analyze and evaluate texts to demonstrate their understanding of text. Additionally, students learn to self-monitor their own comprehension by asking and answering questions about the text, self-correcting errors and assessing their own understanding. They apply these strategies effectively to assigned and self-selected texts read in and out of the classroom. 




	Benchmark A. Determine a purpose for reading and use a range of reading comprehension strategies to better understand text. 

	Benchmark B. Apply effective reading comprehension strategies, including summarizing and making predictions, and comparisons using information in text, between text and across subject areas. 

	Benchmark C. Make meaning through asking and responding to a variety of questions related to text. 

	Benchmark D. Apply self-monitoring strategies to clarify confusion about text and to monitor comprehension. 


	Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text 
Students gain information from reading for purposes of learning about a subject, doing a job, making decisions and accomplishing a task. Students need to apply the reading process to various types of informational texts, including essays, magazines, newspapers, textbooks, instruction manuals, consumer and workplace documents, reference materials, multimedia and electronic resources. They learn to attend to text features, such as titles, 

subtitles and visual aids, to make predictions and build text knowledge. They learn to read diagrams, charts, graphs, maps and displays in text as sources of additional information. Students use their knowledge of text structure to organize content information, analyze it and draw inferences from it. Strategic readers learn to recognize arguments, bias, stereotyping and propaganda in informational text sources. 


	Benchmark A. Use text features and graphics to organize, analyze and draw inferences from content and to gain additional information. 

	Benchmark C. Explain how main ideas connect to each other in a variety of sources. 

	Benchmark E. Explain the treatment, scope and organization of ideas from different texts to draw conclusions about a topic. 

	Benchmark F. Determine the extent to which a summary accurately reflects the main idea, critical details and underlying meaning of original text. 


	Reading Applications: Literary Text 
Students enhance their understanding of the human story by reading literary texts that represent a variety of authors, cultures and eras. They learn to apply the reading process to the various genres of literature, including fables, tales, short stories, novels, poetry and drama. They demonstrate their comprehension by describing and discussing the elements of literature (e.g., setting, character and plot), analyzing the author’s use of language (e.g., word choice and figurative language), comparing and contrasting texts, inferring theme and meaning and responding to text in critical and creative ways. Strategic readers learn to explain, analyze and critique literary text to achieve deep understanding. 


	Benchmark A. Describe and analyze the elements of character development. 

	Benchmark B. Analyze the importance of setting. 

	Benchmark C. Identify the elements of plot and establish a connection between an element and a future event. 

	Benchmark D. Differentiate between the points of view in narrative text. 

	Benchmark E. Demonstrate comprehension by inferring themes, patterns and symbols. 

	Benchmark F. Identify similarities and differences of various literary forms and genres. 


	Writing Applications 
Students need to understand that various types of writing require different language, formatting and special vocabulary. Writing serves many purposes across the curriculum and takes various forms. Beginning writers learn about the various purposes of writing; they attempt and use a small range of familiar forms (e.g., letters). Developing writers are able to select text forms to suit purpose and audience. They can explain why some text forms are more suited to a purpose than others and begin to use content-specific vocabulary to achieve their communication goals. Proficient writers control effectively the language and structural features of a large repertoire of text forms. They deliberately choose vocabulary to enhance text and structure in their writing according to audience and purpose. 


	Benchmark B. Write responses to literature that extend beyond the summary and support judgments through references to the text. 

	Benchmark D. Produce informational essays or reports that convey a clear and accurate perspective and support the main ideas with facts, details, examples and explanations. 

	Benchmark E. Use persuasive strategies, including establishing a clear position in support of a proposition or a proposal with organized and relevant evidence. 


	Research 
Students define and investigate self-selected or assigned issues, topics and problems. They locate, select and make use of relevant information from a variety of media, reference and technological sources. Students use an appropriate form to communicate their findings. 


	Benchmark A. Formulate open-ended research questions suitable 

for inquiry and investigation and develop a plan for gathering information. 

	Benchmark B. Locate and summarize important information from multiple sources. 

	Benchmark C. Organize information in a systematic way. 

	Benchmark D. Acknowledge quoted and paraphrased information and document sources used. 

	Benchmark E. Communicate findings orally, visually and in writing or through 

multimedia. 


Library/Media:

Information Literacy

 Effective school library media programs provide information literacy skills instruction.

Benchmark D. Evaluate the accuracy, authority, objectivity, currency, coverage and relevance of information and data sources. 

Benchmark E. Conduct research and follow a research process model that includes the following: develop essential question; identify resources; select, use and analyze information; synthesize and generate a product; and evaluate both process and product.
Technology Literacy 

Effective school library media programs provide technology literacy skills instruction in the use of library-based technologies.

Benchmark A. Use the online public access catalog to locate school library materials for classroom assignments and personal interests. 

Benchmark B. Develop search strategies, retrieve information in a variety of formats and evaluate the quality and appropriate use of Internet resources. 

Benchmark C: Select, access and use appropriate electronic resources for a defined information need.

Technology:

Technology and Information Literacy—Students engage in information literacy strategies, use the Internet, technology tools and resources, and apply information-management skills to answer questions and expand knowledge. 

Benchmark A. Evaluate the accuracy, authority, objectivity, currency, coverage and relevance of information and data sources. 

Benchmark B. Use technology to conduct research and follow a research process model which includes the following: developing essential question; identifying resources; selecting, using and analyzing information; synthesizing and generating a product; and evaluate both process and product.

Benchmark C. Develop search strategies, retrieve information in a variety of formats and evaluate the quality and appropriate use of Internet resources. 

Benchmark D. Select, access and use appropriate electronic resources for a defined information need.

Specific Topic with Explanation: This pathfinder will concentrate on the human condition, as described through the historical events presented in the non-fiction books written by Jim Murphy.

Subject Headings: 


Human condition


Middle School literature


Middle School language arts


Middle School reading


Realistic fiction


Historical fiction


Sociology


Identity fiction

Interpersonal relations

Individuality

Human relations

Jim Murphy

Non-fiction

The Great Fire of Chicago

Blizzard 1888

Museum Web Sites

Chicago Teen Museum. http://www.chicagoteenmuseum.org/
Located in Chicago, Ill. A virtual museum, the Chicago Teen Museum provides blogs and a virtual Teen Gallery for teens to express their voice in a museum context, thereby capturing an accurate look at teen culture.
Newseum: The Interactive Museum of News. http://www.newseum.org/
Located in Washington, DC, the Newseum — a 250,000-square-foot museum of news — offers visitors an experience that blends five centuries of news history with up-to-the-second technology and hands-on exhibits. Of particular interest are exhibits on 9/11 and the Berlin Wall, and a Great Books Gallery that examines books illustrating the origins of freedom of the press.

The Alamo.  http://www.thealamo.org
Official site of the historic landmark. Includes history of the 1836 siege, uses of the building over time, visitor and teacher information, and virtual walking tour.
Ellis Island - FREE Port of New York Passenger Records Search http://www.ellisisland.org
Family genealogy facility and database of immigration records. Search passenger records for immigrants who were processed through Ellis Island between 1892 and 1924. 

Smithsonian: Museums. www.si.edu/museums
The Smithsonian Institution is home to 19 museums and 9 research centers. About Smithsonian Websites A-Z .Smithsonian American Art Museum.
Smithsonian Education - Students Home Page. www.smithsonianeducation.org/students
Explore all the Smithsonian has to offer at Smithsonian Students.  Discover fast, fun, cool, scary, patriotic, and beautiful things at the Smithsonian.
Making the Modern World. www.makingthemodernworld.org.uk
Multimedia exhibit tracing how the Industrial Revolution transformed our world, and how it is still transforming today. Includes stories, timelines, and learning.

Historical Museums Guide for History Museums in the United States. www.censusfinder.com/guide_to_historical_museums.htm Historic House Museums in the US. National Historic Landmarks Program.Webmaster of Census Finder .
Books – Jim Murphy (non-fiction):

Murphy, Jim. Across America on an Emigrant Train. An account of Robert Louis Stevenson’s twelve-day journey from New York to California in 1879 to see his ailing fiancé provides the opportunity to experience a cross-country journey firsthand.
Murphy, Jim. AN AMERICAN PLAGUE The True and Terrifying Story of the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793. This is the story of how half the city’s residents fled and half of those who remained died; neighboring towns, cities and states barricaded themselves; Washington himself fled, setting off a constitutional crisis; and bloodletting caused blood to run through the streets. It is also the story of a little known chapter in Black History in which free blacks nursed the sick only to be later condemned for their heroic efforts.

Murphy, Jim.  BLIZZARD! The Storm that Changed America.  First person accounts, diaries, letters and individual stories journaling  the course of the storm allows readers to experience the disaster of the blizzard firsthand. Readers are also presented with a view into the late 19th Century science, transportation, communication, and daily life.
Murphy, Jim. The Great Fire.  A story of one of the greatest disasters in American history weaved together by the personal accounts of survivors -- from courageous 12-year-old Clare Innis to reporter Joseph Chamberlin -- with contemporary newspaper accounts and extensively researched Chicago history. In the process, Jim Murphy separates fact from legend, and explores the tensions between the haves and the have-nots that both fueled and followed the conflagration.
Murphy, Jim. Inside the Alamo.  Using primary source documents and reports of eyewitnesses, Jim Murphy pieces together events, offering multiple perspectives of the siege and what led up to it from both sides of the battle lines. Participants are not labeled heroes or villains. Instead, Murphy identifies fact, rumor and myth and offers up conflicting testimony allowing readers to draw their own conclusions as they peek through the walls of the Alamo at the turning point in the battle for Texas and for liberty. 
Murphy, Jim.  The Long Road to Gettysburg.  A story told through a  real life soldier’s-eye-view of the anxieties of battle preparation, the hardships of battle, the long days of fighting and the sorrowful task of treating the wounded and burying the dead. 
Professional Resources: INFOhio Electronic Resources:

EBSCOhost:  

Vick, Justin. "History Students Recreate Middle Ages with Wax Museum." Independent Tribune (NC) 12/22/07. Describes a class project where students created Middle Ages projects based on fiction books that literally “come to life”.

White, Rodney M. "Teaching History Using the Short Story." Clearing House, May/June 1993. A literature-based approach to history-using biographies, historical fiction, novels, and short stories--has been advocated by social studies educators, as well as others outside the field, as a way to improve the teaching and learning of history. One form of narrative writing that can be very effective in teaching history is the short story. As the events of a story unfold, students experience the drama and excitement of the tale and are able to see that many issues, dilemmas, and struggles of an earlier time still confront us today.

Gale: Professional Resources for Educators. You will find many results using middle school literature as a search strategy. Below are two examples. 

Dressel, Janice Hartwick. "Personal response and social responsibility: responses of middle school students to multicultural literature." The Reading Teacher. May 2005. Samples of writing that 123 eighth-grade students produced during a multicultural literature unit were studied to identify what that writing revealed about their perceptions of characters and people from cultures different from their own.

Grisham, Dana L. and Thomas D. Wolsey. "Recentering the middle school classroom as a vibrant learning community: students, literacy, and technology intersect: threaded discussion groups were used in middle school classrooms to facilitate literature study and build a sense of community". Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy. May 2006. Examines a way in which community can be constructed in the middle school classroom using online electronic discussions of literature.

Web Sites:

Bookbrowse: Exceptional Books For Discerning Readers. http://www.bookbrowse.com. Most of this web site is available by subscription only, but there is a free area that reviews books for teens.

Bookhive: Your Guide to Children’s Literature and Books. http://www.bookhive.org. This reader's advisory forum and interactive site is "designed for children ages birth through twelve, their parents, teachers or anyone interested in reading about children's books." It offers book reviews, book lists, online writing opportunities, book discussion questions, and other activities to get (and keep) kids involved in reading. A special section includes video recordings of professional storytellers spinning selected tales.

Chicago Fire – 1871  www.nationalcenter.org/ChicagoFire.html TheGreatChicago Fire, presented in The National Center for Public PolicyResearch's Archive of Historical Documents.

Freedom Forum/Diversity Institute. http://freedomforumdiversity.org/Contains student multimedia and video projects exploring the diversity of their communities.

The Great Chicago Fire and the Web of Memory: Overview. www.chicagohs.org/fire/intro The Great Chicago Fire and the Web of Memory. Copyright © 1996 by the Chicago Historical Society and the Trustees of Northwestern University. 

Jim Murphy.  www.jimmurphybooks.com Official site includes biography, book information, Q&A, and other resources.

Lots of Lists. http://www.acs.ucalgary.ca/%7Edkbrown/lists.html  Recommended book lists from the Children's Literature Web Guide. 

TeenReads. http://teenreads.com/index.asp  Part of The Book Report Network, a group of websites founded in 1996 that share thoughtful book reviews, compelling features, in-depth author profiles and interviews, excerpts of the hottest new releases, literary games and contests, and more with readers every week.
