Pathfinder: Holocaust: Impact upon Children

Name: Betsy Carpenter—English Teacher

Names in Partnership: Carlye Stewart—Instructional Media Specialist, Margaret Miller—English Teacher

School: Northeastern High School, Springfield, OH

Workshop Location: Columbus Museum of Art

Grade Levels: Senior Inclusion Class—to accompany study of Night

Subject Area: English/Language Arts Class

Ohio Academic Content Standards: 
Reading Applications: 

1.  Analyze and compile information from several sources on a single issue or written by a single author, clarifying ideas and connecting them to other sources and related topics.  

2.  Explain how voice and narrator affect the characterization, plot and setting.  

Writing Applications:

1.  Write informational essays or reports, including research, that:



a.  develop a controlling idea that conveys a perspective on the subject;



b.  include information on all relevant perspectives;

c.  make distinctions about the relative value and significance of specific data, facts, and ideas.  

Research:

1.  Identify appropriate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources.  


2.  Analyze the complexities and discrepancies in information from multiple sources.  

Specific Topic with Explanation:  

The Holocaust impacted children who not only lived through the tumultuous time, but children for generations to come.  This Pathfinder specifically will help students relate to the teens and children who survived or perished in the Holocaust.  
Subject Headings:

Holocaust Survivors
Holocaust Literature

Holocaust Survivors’ Children

Jewish Ghettos and Concentration Camps

Non-Fiction Books:

We Are Witnesses: Five Diaries of Teenagers who Died in the Holocaust by Jacob Boas
-Excerpts from diaries of children who died in the concentration camps.  All diaries are hopeful, yet they are what is left of the children.  Great to use in an adolescent class because they are relatable.  
Liberation: Teens in the Concentration Camps and the Teen Soldiers who Liberated Them by E. Tina Tito
-Children’s book with diary excerpts and pictures.  Useful to introduce subject and includes survivors’ experiences after the war.  
Liberation by Martin Blumenson and the editors of Time-Life Books
-Picture essays of civilians and military personnel.  Interesting and unusual photos from mostly France throughout the war.  
The Lost: A Search for six of six Million by Daniel Mendelsohn
-Story of a writer searching to find information of his relatives who died in the Holocaust.  Great personal account of how the Holocaust impacted future generations.   
Night by Elie Wiesel


-Personal account of Holocaust survivor.  

Holocaust by Angela Gluck Wood and Dan Stone

-Contains pictures, charts, interviews and information.  Great DVD containing interviews from survivors.  

Bearing Witness: A Resource Guide to Literature, Poetry, Art, Music and Videos by Holocaust Victims and Survivors by Philip Rosen

-Extensive listing of Holocaust resources.  Great for research project for students to continue learning about the Holocaust.  

Graphic Novels:

Maus I: A Survivor’s Tale: My Father Bleeds History by Art Spiegelman
-A father dictates to his son his story of life in the Holocaust.  Very accessible and non-intimidating for high schoolers.  

Maus II: A Survivor’s Tale: And Here my Troubles Began by Art Spiegelman


-Continuation of Maus I
We Are on Our Own by Miriam Katin


-Mother and daughter flee Hungary to survive.  
Fiction Books:

Milkweed by Jerry Spinelli

-Orphan’s story of surviving the ghettos and his interactions with Jews and other children from the streets.  

The Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen

-Story of a Jewish girl who is transported back in time to understand what her family experienced in the Holocaust.  

Poetry Collections: 

Holocaust Poetry Compiled by Hilda Schiff
-119 poems by survivors, victims, Jews, soldiers and others affected by the Holocaust.  

I Never Saw Another Butterfly by Hana Volavkova

-Collection of poems and drawings from children in the Terezin Concentration Camp.  

Realia:
Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph Newspaper from Tuesday, May 8, 1945

-Newspaper from “V-E Day”.  This includes text from the Truman Proclamation, pictures of Allies and people overseas and in the U.S., and articles about surrender pact.  

Media Resources:
Ever Again  Dir. Richard Trank

-Documents more recent anti-Semitism in Europe.  Interesting to incorporate present day events to promote critical thinking skills.   

Paper Clips Dir. Elliot Berlin and Joe Fab
-A school in a small town in Tennessee studied the Holocaust and made a memorial to the victims of the genocide.  

Secret Lives: Hidden Children and their Rescuers During WWII Dir. Aviva Slesin

-Collection of stories from children who were hidden during the Holocaust.  Interviews from the children and their rescuers who were reunited and the impact their situations had, and continue to have, on them.  
My Knees Were Jumping: Remembering the Kindertransport Dir. Melissa Hacker

-Story of the children who were transported to Britain in an effort to escape the Holocaust.  The director is a survivor.   
Into the Arms of Strangers: Stories of the Kindertransport Dir. Mark Jonathan
-Documentary on the kindertransport.  Includes film footage, pictures, interview, and other artifacts from this compassionate experience.  

Museum Websites:
Candles Holocaust Museum, Terre Haute, Indiana

www.candlesholocaustmuseum.org
-Founded by survivor of Auschwitz and Dr. Josef Mengele’s experiments on twins.  Includes information on experiments and firsthand accounts of the concentration camps.  
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington D. C.
www.ushmm.org
-Informative online exhibitions for students to research specific areas of the Holocaust, such as the St. Louis passengers and information on Anne Frank.  
Museum of Tolerance, Los Angeles, California
www.museumoftolerance.com
-Archives, teacher’s resource kit, information on the Museum included on the website.  
Illinois Holocaust Museum and Education Center, Skokie, Illinois

www.hmfi.org
-Great pictures of real artifacts, such as clothes, pictures, and luggage, to bring help students picture the action in the book.  

Florida Holocaust Museum, St. Petersburg, Florida

www.flhm2.org

-Teaching ideas such as the trunk project and a teacher’s guide.  

