Janice Baker

Group Members:  Gayle Dill, Elisabeth Ptaszek

School:  Fairview Park Schools, Fairview Park, OH

Workshop Location:  Kent State University

Grade Level:  8

Curriculum/Subject Area:  English/Social Studies

Ohio Academic Standards:  

English/Language Arts 

1. Identify the author’s purpose and intended audience for the text.

2. Analyze an author’s argument, perspective or viewpoint and explain the development of key points.

3. Compare and contrast the treatment, scope and organization of ideas from different sources on the same topic.

Social Studies

1. Describe and explain the social, economic and political effects of:  a) stereotyping and prejudice; b) racism and discrimination; c) institutionalized racism and institutionalized discrimination.

Specific Topic With Explanation:  Holocaust survivor literature, numerous true-life accounts of Holocaust survival are provided in various formats along with fictional literature and poetry.

Dewey Call Numbers:  811, 940, Fiction, Biography

Subject Headings:  Holocaust, Holocaust Survivors, Fiction, Concentration Camps, and World War II

Description of Pathfinder:  This pathfinder is to provide additional resources for teachers and students when studying WWII and reading Anne Frank:  The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank. There are resources listed for both background information and supplemental reading material. The focal point of this unit is to help students grasp the understanding of this important piece of history.

Books (non-fiction)
Anne Frank:  The Diary of a Young Girl, by Anne Frank.  These selections from Frank's diary are a life-affirming tribute to the beauty and tenacity of the human spirit in the face of terror.

Memories of Anne Frank:  Reflections of a Childhood Friend, by Alison Gold.  Recounts the story of Hannah Goslar, a close friend of Anne Frank and one of the last to see her alive.
Anne Frank in the World, by Anne Frank House.  This book takes a look behind the diary and some of the atrocities and hate crimes that still plague us.

 Night, by Elie Wiesel. Presents a true account of the author's experiences as a Jewish boy in a Nazi concentration camp.
I Never Saw Another Butterfly, by Hana Volavkova.  Poems and pictures drawn by children at the Terezin Concentration Camp.
Into the Arms of Strangers:  Stories of the Kindertransport, by Mark Jonathan Harris and Deborah Oppenheimer. For nine months before the outbreak of World War II, Britain conducted an extraordinary rescue mission. It opened its doors to over 10,000 endangered children-90 percent of them Jewish-from Germany, Austria, and Czechoslovakia.  
The Children of Willesden Lane:  Beyond the Kindertransport:  A Memoir of Music, Love, and Survival, by Mona Golabek and Lee Cohen.  With the raw emotion of "The Diary of Anne Frank, " this book is a poignant, powerful story of tragedy and triumph in a time of war.

An Obsession With Anne Frank: Meyer Levin and the Diary, by Lawrence Graver.  Meyer Levin, born 1905, was partly responsible for bringing Anne Frank's Diary to American audiences. But a notorious dispute lasting several decades erupted between Levin and Anne Frank's father when their ideas about how to represent Anne Frank and her diary conflicted. Graver (English, Williams College) chronicles the disagreement in the context of Levin's personal struggle, his position as a Jew and a writer in post-war America, and the various ways people around the world have wanted Anne Frank and her treasured diary represented. Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

Searching for Anne Frank:  letters from Amsterdam to Iowa, by Susan Goldman Rubin. Provides a glimpse of life during World War II in both the Netherlands and the United States through the correspondence of Anne Frank and her Iowa pen pals.

Books (fiction)

Letters From Rifka, by Karen Hesse. In letters to her cousin, a young Jewish girl chronicles her family's flight from Russia in 1919 and her own experiences when she must be left in Belgium for a while when the others emigrate to America.

Number the Stars, by Lois Lowry. In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie learns how to be brave and courageous when she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis.

Milkweed, by Jerry Spinelli. A street child, known to himself only as Stopthief, finds community when he is taken in by a band of orphans in Warsaw ghetto which helps him weather the horrors of the Nazi regime.

Summer of my German Soldier, by Bette Greene. Sheltering an escaped German prisoner of war is the beginning of some shattering experiences for a twelve-year-old Jewish girl in Arkansas.

The Book Thief, by Markus Zusak. Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of Liesel, a young German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help sustain her family and the Jewish man they are hiding, as well as their neighbor. (more advanced readers)

Movies (VHS or DVD)

Diary of Anne Frank, directed by George Stevens. Based on Anne Frank's diary, and the stage play that was adapted from it: In Nazi-occupied Holland, Otto Frank and his family have decided to go into hiding, because of the increasing persecutions against Jews. 

Paperclips, director: Joe Fab. Whitwell Middle School in rural Tennessee is the setting for this documentary about an extraordinary experiment in Holocaust education. Struggling to grasp the concept of six million Holocaust victims, the students decide to collect six million paper clips to better understand the extent of this crime against humanity. The film details how the students met Holocaust survivors from around the world and how the experience transformed them and their community.

The Holocaust:  in memory of millions/documentary, director:  Brian Blake II. This film is basically an introduction to the Holocaust Museum in Washington D.C. Walter Cronkite interviews Nobel Prize winner and holocaust survivor, Elie Wiesel, as the two take a tour through the Holocaust Museum. The interview is interspersed with actual footage from the concentration camps taken upon liberation by the allied troops (some of the pictures are quite graphic.

Biography - Anne Frank: The Life of a Young Girl, A&E series. This installment of A&E's award-winning Biography series, Anne Frank: The Life of a Young Girl, takes viewers back to her 13th birthday when she received the red-and-white-checkered diary she named Kitty. Just a few weeks later, Anne's Jewish family was forced into 25 months of hiding in the secret annex behind a bookshelf in her father's office. Her diary not only documents the life of a young girl, but the extraordinary circumstances she endured; Anne Frank has become "a symbol, a cause, an institution."
Schindler’s List, director:  Steven Spielberg. (rated R) By employing Jews in his crockery factory manufacturing goods for the German army, Schindler ensures their survival against terrifying odds. At the same time, he must remain solvent with the help of a Jewish accountant and negotiate business with a vicious, obstinate Nazi commandant who enjoys shooting Jews as target practice from the balcony of his villa overlooking a prison camp. 

The Pianist, directed by Roman Polanski. (rated R) The story of Wladyslaw Szpilman, a Polish Jew and concert pianist who witnessed the Nazi invasion of Warsaw, miraculously eluded the Nazi death camps, and survived throughout World War II by hiding among the ruins of the Warsaw ghetto.
Websites  (T=teacher resource, S=student resource)

T/S  
annefrank.com  
Anne Frank Center, USA, downloadable material, background information, resources

T/S
annefrank.org  
Anne Frank House, teacher material, education portal

T/S
remember.org   
A Cybrary of the Holocaust, virtual tours of camps, photographs, lesson plans and resources

T/S
archives.gov

The National Archives, photos, documents, lessons by era

T/S 
ushmm.org

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, lessons, research, holocaust encylclopedia, online exhibitions

T
holocaust-trc.org
Holocaust Teacher Resource Center, lesson plans, stories of survivors, video clips of transporters

T
fcit.coedu.usf.edu/holocaust
A Teacher’s Guide to the Holocaust, photos, documents, art, timeline

T/S
smithsonian.org 
Smithsonian Institute, lessons, photographs, links to other sites for use in classroom

Museums

The Anne Frank House - The former hiding place, where Anne Frank wrote her diary, is now a well-known museum. The museum tells the history of the eight people in hiding and those who helped them during the war. Anne Frank's diary is among the original objects on display. 

www.annefrank.org

Holocaust Memorial Center - The nation's first freestanding museum, dedicated to the memory of the Holocaust in its new, expanded home. Beyond exhibits from our former facility in West Bloomfield, MI, the museum features extensive new material, much of which uses state-of-the-art display techniques, to enhance and extend the scope of our message.
www.holocaustcenter.org

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum - A living memorial to the Holocaust, the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum stimulates leaders and citizens to confront hatred, prevent genocide, promote human dignity, and strengthen democracy. A public-private partnership, federal support guarantees the Museum’s permanence, and donors nationwide make possible its educational activities and global outreach.
www.ushmm.org

Florida Holocaust Museum - One of the largest Holocaust museums in the country, the Florida Holocaust Museum is the result of St. Petersburg businessman and philanthropist, Walter P. Loebenberg’s remarkable journey and vision. He escaped Nazi Germany in 1939 and served in the United States Army during WWII.

www.floridaholocaustmueum.org

Museum Visit Assignment

1. I visited the Western Reserve Historical Society (www.wrhs.org) at 10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106.   I visited the museum on Saturday, June 2, 2007 with family members, and I was also able to visit the website several times.  My team member, Gayle Dill also visited the Western Reserve Historical Museum, however on a separate occasion.

2. The Western Reserve Historical Society is located in University Circle near all the major Cleveland museums.  It is easily accessible by local highways and there is plenty of parking on streets and adjacent lots.  Western Reserve is a non-profit museum designed to preserve Ohio history.  It has collections and exhibits that present the ever-changing history of Ohio as well as national and international concepts.  Due to it’s size, when there is a touring exhibit, such as Diana, A Celebration, parts of the museum are moved or taken off display temporarily.  The Diana exhibit is what brought me back to Western Reserve.  My mother had expressed an interest in the show and I took her for a mother’s day gift.  It was truly a wonderful experience.  There were many beautiful pieces on display.

3. Western Reserve is a historical museum and contains the largest research library on American history in Ohio.  The name Western Reserve comes from how the land was originally settled.  This part of Ohio used to be called the Connecticut Western Reserve, which was then sold and changed to Western Reserve.  The Western Reserve Historical Society is probably best known for The Crawford Auto Aviation Museum, but also runs successful programs at Hale Farm and Village as well as others.

4. The museum website offers background information on the museum, mission statement, and current programs.  It contains driving directions and parking information as well as ticket prices for special exhibits.  Western Reserve has placed information on each exhibit on its website, however, the Carl and Louis Stokes exhibit is the only one that allows an online preview.  All program brochures are available to download and there are links to Cleveland landmarks, historical events, people, and organizations in an alphabetized list.

5. There are many educational resources available from The Western Reserve Historical Society.  I remember going to The Crawford Auto Aviation Museum as a high school student.  Teacher packets are available online as well as at the museum to help educators develop lessons using programs from The Western Reserve.  Programs are listed with their matching Ohio Content Standards and appropriate grade level.  Although Western Reserve is an inquiry-based, hands-on museum, there are collections online that allow for students and teachers to search the database in the library catalog and history catalog.  The museum also offers programs specifically for educators such as workshops and courses linked directly to Northeast Ohio history.
6. As stated earlier, The Western Reserve Historical Society only offers one collection exhibit online, however, it does offer a virtual tour of Lawnfield, James A. Garfield’s home and surrounding gardens. Lawnfield is located in Mentor, Ohio and is open daily to the public.  The virtual tour allows you to view the interior and exterior of the home as well as the grounds.  An interesting aspect of the tour allows you to select certain items that give you a brief history and background on specific people or items from the home such as the history of the windmill and how Mrs. Lucretia Garfield played an integral part in construction of the home.
7. I think The Western Reserve has a multitude of resources for educators, especially for those who teach American history.  The pathfinder I created for this lesson would not coincide with my trip to The Western Reserve, however, I really gained a lot of information from accessing their website and attending the Diana exhibit.  Even though I have known about the museum since I was a child, I had no idea the extent to which the museum provided resources.   All University Circle museums offer discounts when your visit more than one at a time.  As an educator, this would help immensely when trying to incorporate many resources into my lessons.  The district I am currently with does not allow any field trips at this time.  Due to financial difficulties, we cannot offer students hands-on resources unless grant money is involved.  The Western Reserve does offer outreach programming so that students can be provided with interactive lessons without having to leave their home school.  This would be the most likely way my students would be able to participate in their programming.
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