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Specific Topic:  This is a collaborative unit with Visual Art and English/Language Arts to study many aspects of murals.  This pathfinder is intended to guide student research about the history of mural painting, including the political, historical, or cultural value of murals, in preparation for an oral presentation.
Museum Web Sites:

http://www.brooklynmuseum.org/exhibitions/graffiti/
Brooklyn Museum Graffiti Exhibit

This article describes a past exhibit on graffiti art, including pictures of the creation of a large urban mural.

http://www.cincymuseum.org/explore_our_sites/union_terminal/mosaics/
Cincinnati Union Station mosaic murals

The mosaic murals at The Cincinnati Museum Center, formerly Union Station, are described.
http://www.contemporaryartscenter.org/ShepardFairey
Contemporary Arts Center

Shepard Fairey’s provocative political statements are on exhibition.  This page links to other informative sites about Shepard Fairey and his mural art.
http://www.moma.org/
Museum of Modern Art


Visitors can search for specific works, or search “mural” to find several pieces.

http://www.nga.gov/exhibitions/rothkoinfo.shtm
The National Gallery of Art – Mark Rothko, the Mural Projects

This special exhibit features the life and work of artist Mark Rothko, specifically two of his commissioned murals.  Students can also search the gallery collection for other examples of murals.

http://www.muralsandmosaics.org/
National Museum of Murals and Mosaics


This online museum contains several images of murals and mosaics and featured 

exhibits with historical information.

http://www.postalmuseum.si.edu/resources/6a2q_postalmurals.html
Off the Wall: New Deal Post Office Murals

This article from The Smithsonian’s National Postal Museum gives a history of the murals created as part of the Works Progress Administration of The New Deal.

http://www.peabody.yale.edu/archives/ypmmurals.html
Peabody Museum of Natural History - The Zallinger Murals 

This article describes the murals of Rudoph Franz Zallinger, including how they were made, when and why.

http://www.rufusportermuseum.org/westwood.html http://www.rufusportermuseum.org/muralpreserve.html
Rufus Porter Museum Westwood Murals

This article describes and displays some of the fifteen Rufus Porter murals taken from a doctor’s home in Westwood, MA.

Rufus Porter Museum Mural Preservation

Details about how murals can be preserved, restored or removed are given in this article.

http://mv.vatican.va/3_EN/pages/z-Info/MV_Info_Settori.html
Vatican Museums

This table of contents allows the researcher to view several of the collections of the Vatican, including the Sistine Chapel.

INFOhio Electronic Resources:

The ART Collection
Students and teachers can search for specific artworks, including murals, and view high-resolution images of the art.
World Book Web

This online encyclopedia contains articles about murals in general, mural artists and specific murals.

Other Online Resources:

http://www.muralart.org/
The Chicago Public Art Group


This group is dedicated to using public art to unite communities.

http://www.muralarts.org/
City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program

Mission from web site:  “The City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program unites artists and communities through a collaborative process, rooted in the traditions of mural-making, to create art that transforms public spaces and individual lives.”
http://www.artworkscincinnati.com/muralworks/index.shtml
MuralWorks from ArtWorks in Cincinnati

This site gives information about and images of Cincinnati murals, as well as how to get involved in this program.

http://www.wpamurals.com/
Works Progress Administration Mural Project
Extensive information and links about the mural project that was part of The New Deal are given.
Books (Nonfiction):

Ancona, George.  Murals, Walls That Sing.  New York: Marshall Cavendish, 2003.

This book, targeted at younger readers, includes murals from all over the world, but mostly the United States, and shows how murals can convey a sense of community.
Becker, Heather.  Art for the People: The Rediscovery and Preservation of Progressive- 
and WPA-Era Murals in the Chicago Public Schools, 1904-1943.  San Francisco: Chronicle Books, 2002.

Long forgotten Depression-era murals in the Chicago Public Schools were 

rediscovered and restored.  This book explains that process.
Braun-Reinitz, Janet.  On the Wall: Four Decades of Community Murals in New York 
City.  Jackson, MI: University Press of Mississippi, 2009.
This is one of the most comprehensive histories of mural art and its impact on communities.  It covers six time periods and introduces the artists and the murals.

Bruce, Kevin.  The Murals of John Pugh: Beyond Trompe l’Oeil.  Berkeley, CA: Ten 
Speed Press, 2006.
“Narrative Illusion” is often used to describe John Pugh’s work.  Trompe l’Oeil (trick of the eye) is a style of mural painting that creates an illusion of reality.  How the art relates to and enhances its setting is explained.
Cockcroft, Eva Sperling and Holly Barnet-Sanchez.  Signs from the Heart: California 
Chicano Murals.  Albuquerque, NM: University of New Mexico Press, 1993.
Continuing the Mexican mural movement into modern California, Chicano artists have transformed bare walls to share the cultural identity of the Mexican-American community.  
Cockcroft, Eva, John Pitman Weber and James Cockcroft.  Toward a People’s Art: the 
Contemporary Mural Movement.  Albuquerque, NM: University of New Mexico 
Press, 1998.
This newer edition is still a great study of the mural movement designed to develop community unity across the United States.  This volume details the muralists, their effect on the community and how these works were funded.
Cooper, Martha.  Subway Art: 25th Anniversary Edition.  San Francisco: Chronicle 
Books, 2009.

Described as “the Bible of the graffiti movement,” this updated volume covers the 

graffiti art of New York City.

Fairey, Shepard.  E Pluribus Venom.  Berkeley, CA: Gingko Press, 2008.


Political images abound in this collection of his 2007 exhibits.

Fairey, Shepard.  OBEY: Supply and Demand – The Art of Shepard Fairey – 20th Anniversary Edition.  Berkeley, CA: Gingko Press, 2009.
Shepard Fairey’s provocative and controversial art is chronicled in this updated volume which includes over 100 new images.

Golden, Jane.  More Philadelphia Murals and the Stories They Tell.  Philadelphia: 
Temple University Press, 2006.

This sequel about the Philadelphia Mural Arts Program delves more into some of the artists and collaborations, making this book not only beautiful but inspiring.
Golden, Jane.  Philadelphia Murals and the Stories They Tell.  Philadelphia: Temple 
University Press, 2002.
Possibly the most successful public art program is chronicled in this beautiful volume, which details how they murals were made and the thought processes behind them.

Gray, Mary Lackritz.  A Guide to Chicago’s Murals.  Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 2001.
This comprehensive guide features over 200 murals located in Chicago, along with detailed information about the murals, artist and location. 

Iosifidis, K.  Mural Art: Large Scale Art from Walls Around the World.  Berkeley, CA: 
Gingko Press, 2008.
Murals from all over the globe are shown in great detail.  This is a good resource for examples of different types of murals.
Jacoby, Annice and Carlos Santana.  Street Art San Francisco: Mission Muralismo.  Waterbury, CT: Abrams, 2009.

More than three decades of street art in San Francisco’s Mission District are featured in this photographic history.  Essays and interviews with those involved reveal some of the social and political themes that impacted the murals.
Lee, Anthony W.  Painting on the Left: Diego Rivera, Radical Politics, and San 
Francisco’s Public Murals.  Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1999.

Art at its most political is collected in this volume.  
Lozano, Luis Martin and Juan Coronel Rivera.  Diego Rivera, The Complete Murals.  Los 
Angeles: Taschen, 2008.
The most comprehensive work about Mexico’s most famous artist, it chronicles the life and works of Diego Rivera, focusing in particular on the murals.

Parisi, Philip.  The Texas Post Office Murals: Art for the People.  College Station, TX: 
TAMU Press, 2004.
Over a hundred photographs from the WPA post office murals in Texas are photographed and described, including how they were created, how the communities affected felt about them and how they are now being restored.

Rochfort, Desmond.  Mexican Muralists: Orozco, Rivera, Siqueiros.  San Francisco: 
Chronicle Books, 1998.

The Mexican mural movement is described, along with the history of the artists Diego Rivera, José Clemente Orozco, and David Alfaro Siqueiros.
Stout, William.  William Stout: Prehistoric Life Murals.  Santa Cruz, CA: Flesk 
Publications, 2008.
Stout is a “museum muralist” and his work in The Houston Museum of Natural Science, Walt Disney World's Animal Kingdom, and the San Diego Natural History Museum is featured in this book, along with the story of how they were created.
Media Resources:

Kotlinski, Mark, Dir. TATS CRU: The Mural Kings. Anthem NYC, Inc.: 2006, DVD.
This documentary introduces the TATS CRU artists as they attempt to uphold the title of “The Mural Kings” and create their mural for the Graffiti Hall of Fame in Harlem.  Interviews about the history of the group are included.
Rothschild, Amalie R., Dir. Painting the Town: The Illusionistic Murals of Richard Haas. Dir. Amalie R. Rothschild." Direct Cinema Limited: 2006, DVD.
Richard Haas is an architectural muralist whose work has amazed people all over the globe.  This film introduces the author and, using time-lapse photography, shows how some of the murals are created.
Benton, Thomas Hart. The Indiana Murals of Thomas Hart Benton Visions of the Past, Lessons for the Present and Treasures for the Future. [Bloomington, Ind.]: Indiana University Instructional Support Services, 2001, VHS.
Details the controversial murals of Thomas Hart Benton created for the Chicago World’s Fair.  Additional information about the murals can be found at this website: http://www.indiana.edu/~vpfaa/bentonmural.shtml
