Historical Pottery:  Forms, Designs and Decorations
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TITLE OF COMPANION ACTION PLAN:  History of United States Pottery from 1880-1940 (Emphasis upon Ohio Pottery) 

GRADE LEVEL:  9-12

CURRICULUM/SUBJECT AREA:  ART - CERAMICS

OHIO ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARDS: [Visual Arts 9-12]

Ohio Academic Content Standards--Visual Arts  9-12
Historical, Cultural and Social Contexts

----Students understand the impact of visual art on the history, culture and society from which it emanates.  They understand the cultural, social and political forces that, in turn, shape visual art communication and expression.  Students identify the significant contributions of visual artists

 to cultural heritage.  They analyze the historical, cultural, social and political contexts that influence the function and role of visual art in the lives of people.
Benchmark B:  Select a culture and create an original work of art that demonstrates understanding of a historical, social, or political issue of the culture. 
Grade 9 ---#2.  Explain the relationship of a selected work of art to the time period in which 

                         it was created.

Grade 11---#3  Explain how issues of time, place and culture influence trends in 

                         the visual arts 

                 #6  Explain the process used to acquire and use knowledge from

Grade 12    #4   Determine the influence of community or cultural values on the choice

                          artists make when creating art.

Creative Expression and Communication

---Students create artwork that demonstrates understanding of materials, processes, tools, media, techniques and available technology.  They understand how to use art elements, principles and images to communicate their ideas in a variety of visual forms.

Benchmark B:  Create expressive artworks that demonstrate a sense of purpose and understanding of the relationship among form, materials, techniques and subject matter.

Grade 9---#2  Use available technology as a tool to explore art techniques and to

                       express ideas.


     #3  Make informed choices in the selection of materials, subject matter and 

           techniques to achieve certain visual effects.
SPECIFIC TOPIC WITH EXPLANATION:  Based on artworks from early Ohio potteries, 1880-1940, students will create coil pots using historic forms, designs, and decoration techniques.  Prior to creating the pottery, students may go on a fieldtrip to the Zanesville Art Center or the Center for Decorative Ceramic Art at Hocking College.  Also a trip to The Ohio Craft Museum may be beneficial to compare and contrast contemporary and historical forms.

DEWEY CALL NUMBERS:

730

738

738.1

738.3

738.37

979

SUBJECT HEADINGS:

Art pottery, American – Ohio-Cincinnati-19th century

Indian pottery-Southwest

Pottery-Private Collections-Ohio-Catalogs

Rookwood pottery-Catalogs

Pottery craft

Pottery

DESCRIPTION OF THE PATHFINDER:

This pathfinder includes information on Ohio pottery from the 1880s to the1940s.  The book and web site references deal primarily with Ohio pottery, but also includes subject headings for pottery dating back to ancient Indian cultures.  The historical and visual information in this pathfinder is meant to be used as the basis for a ceramic lesson on coiling.  Students will create wheel thrown or coil pots based on the common forms seen in turn-of-the-century ceramic ware from Ohio valley potteries such as Roseville, Rookwood and McCoy.   Students will use the historical decoration and design elements to embellish their art pieces.  

MUSEUM WEB SITES (FOR STUDENTS)

:

www.ohiohistory.org/places/ohceram 

This site includes the basic location, times and dates for admission to the Ohio Ceramic Center.  There is a paragraph explaining the time period of pottery production in the southeastern counties of Ohio and the many pottery companies that were in existence from the late nineteenth century into the early twentieth century.  There is a link to the ceramic center (listed under teacher museum web sites).

http://www.zanesvilleartcenter.org/
This site compliments the other ceramic site, as it also specializes in Ohio pottery and would be a second site to visit, only a few minutes from the one near Roseville, Ohio.

WEB SITES (FOR STUDENTS)

http://dmc.ohiolink.edu/infohioart.htm
Images of pottery (especially Rookwood) including materials used etc. Great for ideas! 

http://ohiopottery.com
A good stepping off point for the many potteries in Ohio and what they have produced.  Some information about eight specific ones.  [Go to the McCoy site and check out the history of William Nelson McCoy]

http://www.ohioriverpottery.com
Another site featuring local potteries that specialized in dinnerware. [Some students may find pottery from these companies in their own homes]

MUSEUM WEB SITES (FOR TEACHERS):

http://www.ceramiccenter.info/mambo/
This web site includes programs and exhibits for 2007 at the National Ceramic Museum.  It also offers information of a brief history nature from the pottery of Indian cultures of Ohio, nineteenth and twentieth century pottery production, and works to the present.  This would be a great place for a field trip because the Hocking College of Decorative Ceramic Arts is located there and this could be a career choice. 

http://www.ohiohistory.org/places/natlroad/
This museum houses some phenomenal Rookwood pieces, and other local pottery pieces, and would be a wonderful field trip site.  It is also just beyond the Zanesville/Roseville pottery area.  Guided tours for students available.

http://www.ohiocraft.org   

This is the site for The Ohio Craft Museum and Ohio Designer Craftsmen.  This small museum and its sponsoring agency, ODC, exhibit, show and sell contemporary ceramics and crafts and is free and open to the public.   Both OCM and ODC offer excellent fieldtrip possibilities to view contemporary ceramics and crafts.  This could be used to compare and contrast contemporary and historical pottery and decorative arts.

BOOKS (NON-FICTION):

Art tile & pottery.  Des Moines, Iowa : Wallace-Homestead Book Co., 1970

Bassett, Mark.  Introducing Roseville pottery.  Atglen, PA: Schiffer Pub., 2001

Buxton, Virginia Hillway.  Roseville pottery for love…or money. Nashville, TN: Tymbre Hill Pub. 1977

Huxford, Sharon.  The collector’s encyclopedia of McCoy Pottery.  Paducah, KY: Collector Books., 1980.

Gray, Pamela Lee.  Ohio Valley Pottery Towns.  Chicago, IL, Arcadia Pub., 2002.

Moran, Mark F.  McCoy pottery : Warman’s companion. Iola, WI.: 2006.

Moran, Mark F.  Roseville pottery. Iola, WI : 2006

Owen, Nancy E.  Rookwood Pottery at the Philadelphia Museum of Art.  Philadelphia, PA, Dept. of Publishing Philadelphia of Art: 2003.

Purviance, Louise.  Roseville art pottery in color.  Des Moines, Iowa: Wallace-Homestead Book Co., 1970.

Snyder, Jeffrey B.  Rookwood pottery.  Atglen, PA : 2005

Roberts, Brenda.  The collector’s ultimate encyclopedia of Hull pottery.  Volume one: identification and values.  Paducah, KY: Collector Books, 2006.

Snyder, Jeffrey B.  Weller pottery.  Atglen, PA: Schiffer Pub., 2004.

Snyder, Jeffrey B.  Hull pottery : decades of design.  Atglen, PA: Schiffer Pub., 2003.

Snyder, Jeffrey B.  McCoy Pottery.  Atglen, PA: Schiffer Pub., 2002.

Gray, Pamela Lee.  Ohio Valley pottery towns.  Chicago, IL: Arcadia, 2002.

Skillman, Sharon.  Sanfords guide to the Robinson-Ransbottom Pottery Company.  

Adelmore Press, 1992.

Skillman, Sharon.  Sanfords Guide to Brush-McCoy Pottery .  Adelmore Press, 1992.

Snyder, Jeffrey B.  Hall china.  Atglen, PA: Schiffer, 2002.

Trapp, Kenneth R.  Ode to nature: flowers and landscapes of the Rookwood Pottery, 1880-1940.  New York: Jordan-Volpe Gallery, 1980.

REFERENCE AND/OR PROFESSIONAL RESOURCES:

Ball, F. Carlton.  Making Pottery without a wheel.  New York, Van Nostrand Reinhold Co., 1965.

Colbeck, John.  Pottery : the technique of throwing.  New York, NY., Watson-Guptill Pub., 1969.

Cooper, Emmanuel.  Ten thousand years of pottery.  British Museum Press, 1972.  4th ed. 2000.

Clark, Kenneth.  The Potter’s Manual.  Edison, NJ, 1983.

Drake, Kenneth.  Simple pottery.  New York, Watson-Guptill Pub., 1966.

French, Neal.  The Potter’s Directory of Shape and Form.  Iola, WI., Krause Pub., 1998.

Isenstein, Harald.  Creative Claywork.  New York, NY., Sterling Publ., 1960.

Nigrosh, Leon I..  Claywork.  Worchester, MASS., 1995.

Nigrosh, Leon I.  Low Fire: other ways to work in clay.  Worcester, MASS., Davis Pub., 1980.

Priolo, Joan.  Ceramics by slab.  New York, Sterling Pub. Co., 1974.

Pucci, Cora.  Pottery: a basic manual.  U.S., Little Brown and Co., 1974.

Rhodes, Daniel.  Pottery form.  Radnor, Pennsylvania, Chilton Book Co., 1976.

Sapiro, Maurice.  Clay: hand building.  Worcester, MASS., Davis Pub., 1979.

Trevor, Henry.  Pottery step-by-step.  New York, Watson-Guptill Pub., 1966.

Wildenhain, Marguerite.  Pottery: form and expression.   Palo Alto, CA., Pacific Books, 1962.

Winterburn, Mollie.  The technique of handbuilt pottery.  New York, Watson-Guptill Pub., 1966.

INFOHIO ELECTRONIC RESOURCES:

Sanborn Fire Maps had 1918 maps of Roseville and showed the pottery places (interesting that there was a crate factory right next door)

The Art Collection –useful for pottery objects

EBSCO Host – include “Ohio pottery” as a subject heading

MEDIA RESOURCES (VIDEO, CD-ROM, DVD):  
--"Beginning Handbuilding" with Graham Sheehan  60 minutes

--"Beginning to Throw on the Potters Wheel"  with Robin Hopper

--"Introduction to Hand Building" by Stephen Jepson

--"Mochaware"  with Don Carpentier

REALIA:  Clay, pottery tools, kiln, glazes, pottery wheel

