Heart of Darkness and Things Fall Apart Pathfinder
Name: Alyssa Payne

School/City: Oak Hills High School, Cincinnati, OH

Workshop Location: Cincinnati Art Museum

Grade Level(s)/Intended Audience: 11, 12

Curriculum/Subject Area: AP English Literature and Composition

Ohio Academic Content Standards:
	English Language Arts - Reading 

	S03. Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies 

	B. Demonstrate comprehension of print and electronic text by responding to questions (e.g., literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing). 

	02. Answer literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media. 

	S04. Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text 

	04. Distinguish between valid and invalid inferences and provide evidence to support the findings, noting instances of unsupported inferences, fallacious reasoning, propaganda techniques, bias and stereotyping. 

	D. Synthesize the content from several sources on a single issue or written by a single author, clarifying ideas and connecting them to other sources and related topics. 

	E. Analyze an author's implicit and explicit philosophical assumptions and beliefs about a subject. 

	05. Examine an author's implicit and explicit philosophical assumptions and beliefs about a subject. 

	S05. Reading Applications: Literary Text 

	A. Analyze and evaluate the five elements (e.g., plot, character, setting, point of view and theme) in literary text. 

	02. Analyze the historical, social and cultural context of setting. 

	04. Evaluate an author's use of point of view in a literary text. 

	05. Analyze variations of universal themes in literary texts. 

	B. Explain ways characters confront similar situations and conflict. 

	01. Compare and contrast motivations and reactions of literary characters confronting similar conflicts (e.g., individual vs. nature, freedom vs. responsibility, individual vs. society), using specific examples of characters' thoughts, words and actions. 

	C. Recognize and analyze characteristics of subgenres and literary periods. 

	07. Compare and contrast varying characteristics of American, British, world and multi-cultural literature. 


Specific Topic with Explanation:  Many AP Literature curricula include Joseph Conrad’s novella Heart of Darkness, and students at Oak Hills High School follow the text with Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart.  The pairing urges students to examine fiction from various cultural lenses.  While the texts demonstrate fictional versions of British influence in the Congo, it leaves many readers asking questions about the area and events of the past.  These resources provide instructors and students with historical and cultural information to enhance students’ involvement with the literary works.  Students will study how Achebe structures the English language to give his novel the most “Ibo-sounding” flavor possible (especially through sentence structure, parables, and imagery).  Similarly, students will determine how Conrad uses tone and imagery to reveal the narrator’s attitude toward British expansion in the Congo.  Pairing these novels with a rich selection of nonfiction resources will encourage students to support their own points of view on Britain’s presence in the Congo.
Content Categories
Books


Fiction

· Achebe, Chinua.  Things Fall Apart. New York: Anchor Books, 1959.
· Conrad, Joseph.  Heart of Darkness. New York: Penguin Books, 1950.

Nonfiction
· Equiano, Olaudah. The Interesting Narrative of Olaudah Equiano. 

Read a generous excerpt of an Ibo tribal leader’s descent into slavery at the link below.
http://www.google.com/books?id=91F2Ktx12YkC&printsec=frontcover&dq=The+Interesting+Narrative+of+Olaudah+Equiano+full+text&ei=3xoVSLqDMYWwzgSNn42CCA&sig=iUO-apOUTiWbpaHsj7g539dAr0A#PPP1,M1

Museum Websites
· The British Museum

A look at African art that reflects the influence of Europeans from the 16th-20th centuries.

http://www.britishmuseum.org/explore/online_tours/africa/views_from_africa/views_from_africa.aspx
· International Council of African Museums

http://www.africom.museum/museums/nigeria1.html
· National Underground Railroad Freedom Center


Olaudah Equiano: An Ibo tribal elder forced into slavery.

http://www.freedomcenter.org/learn/underground-railroad/people/equiano-olaudah.html
· National Museum of African Art



View virtual exhibits and listen to streaming music from Radio Africa.


http://www.nmafa.si.edu/index2.html
· National Portrait Gallery



View 15 portraits of author Joseph Conrad.
http://www.npg.org.uk/live/search/person.asp?search=ss&sText=conrad&LinkID=mp01005
· Peabody Essex Museum
As students read Things Fall Apart, they learn of Ibo marriage traditions. Now explore the traditions from across the globe.  http://www.pem.org/exhibitions/exhibition.php?id=64
· MoMA: The Museum of Modern Art



European Colonialism: the African as savage vs. oppressed.

http://nyc.moma.museum/collection/browse_results.php?object_id=82832&printable=1
· Virginia Museum of Fine Arts

http://www.vmfa.museum/collections/collect_african.html
Electronic Resources

Issues and Controversies Database

· "African Literature." The World Almanac Encyclopedia. Facts On File News Services. 30 Apr. 2008 <http://www.2facts.com>.
Includes content and style of oral literature.

· "The British Museum and the Continuing Impact of Colonialism (sidebar)." Issues & Controversies On File 31 Mar. 2006. Issues & Controversies. Facts On File News Services. 30 Apr. 2008 <http://www.2facts.com>.

The article prompts this question: does Britain rob Nigeria of its right to house its own artifacts from the time of British colonialism?  Today’s debate echoes Marlow’s torn allegiances to Britain and the wilderness.
· "Ivory Trade." Issues & Controversies On File 7 Sept. 2004. Issues & Controversies. Facts On File News Services. 30 Apr. 2008 <http://www.2facts.com>.

Ultimately, Marlow rejects the trade due to the greed he witnessed.

EBSCO Research Database
· Block, Melissa. "An African Education in 'No Sweetness Here'." All Things Considered (NPR) (n.d.). Newspaper Source. EBSCO. [Library name], [City], [State abbreviation]. 1 May 2008 <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nfh&AN=6XN200801182108&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost-live>.

Urges readers to consider Nigeria today as we read Things Fall Apart: a continuing struggle with democracy.

· Gezari, Janet. "Kurtz's Night Table." Literary Imagination 10.1 (Winter 2008): 53-61. Humanities International Index. EBSCO. [Library name], [City], [State abbreviation]. 1 May 2008 <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=hgh&AN=31446045&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost-live>.
Discusses racism in Heart of Darkness.

· "Imperialism and African history." Times, The (United Kingdom) (n.d.). Newspaper Source. EBSCO. [Library name], [City], [State abbreviation]. 1 May 2008 <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nfh&AN=7EH2230170462&site=src-live>.
· Kunreuther, Laura. "Pacification of the Primitive": The Problem of Colonial Violence. Philosophia Africana 9.2 (Aug. 2006): 67-82. Academic Search Premier. EBSCO. [Library name], [City], [State abbreviation]. 1 May 2008 <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=22850953&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost-live>.
· Lipka, Jennifer. "The horror! The horror!": Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness as a Gothic Novel. Conradiana 40.1 (Spring 2008): 25-37. Humanities International Index. EBSCO. [Library name], [City], [State abbreviation]. 1 May 2008 <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=hgh&AN=31421806&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost-live>.
· Monaghan, Peter. "Coming Together." Chronicle of Higher Education 54.22 (08 Feb. 2008): B6-B9. Academic Search Premier. EBSCO. [Library name], [City], [State abbreviation]. 1 May 2008 <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=29979219&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost-live>.

Discusses the novel Things Fall Apart as part of today’s cultural awareness.
· Pemberton, John, III. "CHRISTIANITY AND IBO CULTURE by Edmund Ilogu." Okike (1975): 109-116. Humanities International Index. EBSCO. [Library name], [City], [State abbreviation]. 1 May 2008 <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=hgh&AN=LE4188351&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost-live>.\
· "Ritual Killings." Africa Research Bulletin: Political, Social & Cultural Series 41.8 (Aug. 2004): 15883-15883. Academic Search Premier. EBSCO. [Library name], [City], [State abbreviation]. 1 May 2008 <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=15907186&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost-live>.
· Sanneh, Lamin, and Cambridge Harvard Univ., MA. Graduate School of Education.. "Source and Influence: A Comparative Approach to African Religion and Culture." (22 June 1984). ERIC. EBSCO. [Library name], [City], [State abbreviation]. 1 May 2008 <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=eric&AN=ED254468&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost-live>.
· Schur, Joan Brodsky. "From Fiction to Field Notes: Observing Ibo Culture in "Things Fall Apart."." Social Education 61.7ov-Dec (01 Jan. 1997): 380. ERIC. EBSCO. [Library name], [City], [State abbreviation]. 1 May 2008 <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=eric&AN=EJ561943&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost-live>.
· "The shadow of empires." Economist 369.8346 (18 Oct. 2003): 54. MAS Ultra - School Edition. EBSCO. [Library name], [City], [State abbreviation]. 1 May 2008 <http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=ulh&AN=11122144&site=src-live>.
Media Resources

· Africa’s Voice.  Films for the Humanities and Sciences.  Films Media Group. 1999.  Information at http://ffh.films.com/id/10971/Chinua_Achebe_Africas_Voice.htm
· Chinua Achebe. Interview.  Films for the Humanities and Sciences.  Films Media Group. 1988.  Information at
http://ffh.films.com/id/7593/Chinua_Achebe.htm
· Discovery Eduation Streaming.* Great Books: Heart of Darkness
This 27 minute video explores the Belgian Congo based on Joseph Conrad’s novel, paying particular attention to the European exploitation of native Africans and their resources.  

*Note: access requires a unitedstreaming subscription.
http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/search/assetDetail.cfm?guidAssetID=13F4324B-3DB1-44D9-9B15-D48F13ACA069
